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ADVERTISEMENT. 
HE Preface to the firſt Edition, and 
the marginal Notes and References 
to ſome worthy Authors, (which I ac- 3 
knowledge were helpful to me in the 
compoſition) are omitted in this for the 
fake of brevity.— - And the many typo- 
Y graphical errors in it are now corredt- Mp 
ec, ſo far, that I hope, if any ſtill re- .  _ 
| main, they will not hurt the attentive 
and judicious Reader. 
"The general Deſign, and the evidence 
given to ſupport the Truths aſſerted, | 
appear to me in the ſame light that they . 
have done for more than 30 years paſt: 
4 But upon a cloſe review of the argu- 
TTY ments I am more confirmed, and am 


more ſenſible of the great importance 15 
of che Truths defended: 275 
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in the wonderful work of redem 
gift of the Father, and 


made his foul an offering for ſin, that he might ; 
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DISCOURSE L 


ACTS XVI. 33. b 


54 


2 was baptized, be and al bis, neee 


nitely glorious. God, is eminently | 


diſplayed, in giving us more noble 


: 14. powers and faculties than the beaſts 


of the earth, and in making us ca- 
pable of more excellent enjoyments and employ- 
ments, than merely ſenſitive creatures. But, when 
the world of mankind was laid under a deluge of 
ſin and death, by the univerſal corruption of hu- 
man nature, and there was none to help, the 
goodneſs of God was more eminently. diſplayed 
by his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt, who was' the 


ſee his ſeed, and the en en 1. 
en in his nd, e ONE 


And a8 God was * 2 to treat vnd i innocent 1 
man in a covenant- way, a covenant of works; fo. 
he has been pleaſed to make a new and better oove- 
h is in all things well ordered and _ : 


— 
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bring err into the bonds of it. Tn ws; particn 
Hrly, he dealt with Abrobam, Ds entailed it un 
to his ſeed"after him, for an evertafting coveriant, 
which gave them a claim to many great and peculiar 
| Privileges, And theſe, privileges the Jews for ma» 
mp ages enjoyed, until, by their unbelief, they for- 
feited ** the adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
*© nants, and the giving of the law, and the ſer- 
« vice of Gods and the promiſes. But what qua- 
| lifies the divide Eleverity, | in the rejection of the Jews 
165 from being the covenant - people of God, upon their 
rejecting Jeſus Chrilt as the true Mefliah, is, that 
* through their fall ſalvation is come unto the 
« Gentiles;”” andfo they are become the myſtical 
| ow of JeſusChriſt, ot che enen people of God, 
| Bf Fiete en gaivig ni b: 
1 6 „ 'Vato'this Covenant God has: appdintod a tokes: 
—_ —- fign'or ſeul of induction, for a confirmation of the 
= / promiſes on his Part, abd am obligation te that duty 
13 g Which is tkeie part of the covenant. Cireumeiſſon 
f 
* 


. . 
*. 


was the feal of induction unto' Abrabam ant to his 
| ſeed under the ancient diſpenſation of the covenant; 
but fince the blood of Jeſus Chriſt has Beem actual 
ly ſhed for the remiſſion and purgation of fin; that 
213 | Bloody ordinance is dene away, and beptiſtn is, by 
_—_. — appointment,” the badge of alhthe diſtiplesor 
r Chriſt, and the introduction inte the vidBlechavely - 
—  - Thierefdt&all:thofe! that receive the doctrine, and 
. A 1 ſubmitted to the inſtitution of John Baptiſt; he'bapy 
=_ tied with water, as the manner of the Jews'was to 
_ MF Amit proſelytes, im tolæbm of thei cleanſing then- 
=. ſelves by repentanes antl/reformation;” Phis) | 
ed to the-baptifiy which our Savibirc Jeſus Er 
after wards ordained to be the ſeal of ind ines 
the viſtble church, under * 


gave a commiſſion 0 his apoſtles; and to all his 
ordinary miniſters, to admit his diſciples into the 


foie us: no ſooner did the jailor ſubmit to the laws 
es: Heng baptized;: Ng ge all 55 n 


chat thoſe, who are converted from paganiſm or 
judaiſm, or any other religion, to embrace Chriſtia 
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and wos the dawn of the Spe- n And hence 
Chriſt having received power from the Father, 


church' by the ſacred rite of baptiſm with water, * . = 
«. in the nume of the Father, and of the Son, and 1 
« of the Holy Ghoſt, as the ſi gnal of dedication _ 
to God, to be his, and for him, — Theres, 

fore, when any of the Gentiles or others embraced 

the Chriſtian religion, and made an open profeſſion 
of it, they were admitted into the communĩon of 
the Chriſtian church, by the ordinance of waters 
baptiſm and not only they, but all theirs. Thus 1 
in particular ĩt was, with regard to the inſtance be- | 3 


of Chriſtianity, but he was admitted to its privi- 


1 


"ES. 


Having introduced tay, text; watch ctinbits - 


pity io their adult age, have a right to the ordinanes 


of baptiſm: But as there are none among us that =_ 
diſpute their right, unleſs it be thoſe that deny was „ 
ter · baptiſm, it is needleſs at preſent. I have only _ 1 = 
two heads that appear neceflary to diſcourſe upon ' =" ( 
this day to you ; in both which defign, by the \ 
help of God, to be clear and uſeful. And O hae | ==, 
my "bleed Maſter would ſtand by me, and give if 
we all ihe light, ſimplicity and fortitude, needful YG 
to the undertaking, and the occaſion 1 it. i 5 _ 
. upon his "help, LOA en 1 
| 5 1 4113 72 =o] | | { 5 3 9 
oF ©, Baptiſm ks Water i 8 3 8 _— 
85 9 to be DOE the Chriſtian church =p ry __- . _ 
gt 1 


ant Bapeiſis vindicated. 


the end of the world. Some have imagined 
' | that baptiſm with water was nothing but an exter- 
nal ceremony; indulged by the apoſtles to the firſt 
Chrittians; in condeſcenſion to the cuſtom which 
obtained among the ſews and therefote that it is 
not a command of Chriſt. But altho' we ſhall not 
deny that there was an uſage among the Jews, ſimi- 
lar io baptiſm, a fort of an appendix to circumciſi- 
on, yet weaffirm it was not a ſacramental inſtituti- 
den, until Chriſt made it ſo. But when Chriſt came; 
and would introduce a new diſpenſation of the co- 
venant of grace, he appointed baptiſm with Water 
to be the ſeal of initiation,” and rejected circumciſi- 
on. 3 had been che lg An n e the 


2 ry on 8 wh TT oo ax 0 en: » b, | & ti 

7 * — will Lhchetty ationd to the aceount of itt 
given in ſcripture of this holy ordinance, can poſ- eit: 20 
fibly doubt whether water is to be uſed in the ad- Nei 


miniſtration of it. Will any read the account of only, 


our Saviour's baptiſm, or of the apoſtles going un- in all a 
to water, with thoſe that were converted to the ry med 
Chriſtian faith, to baptize them, and yet pretend a out of 


_ Ea doubt, whathes water was uſed in the adminiſtra- is eyide 
1 tion or can it be imagined, that when Peter ſaw | 
the deep impreſſion which the word had upon the 
believing Jes and others, and ſaid, Can any man 
0 for bid water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, 
and commanded them to be baptized, the ele- 
ment of water was not uſed in the adminiſtration 
of this holy ordinance ?:No + the cleareſt manifeſ- 
tations of divine grace, and the extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt conferred upon men, were ſo 
=—_ - far from ſetting them above water baptiſm, that 
—_— 211 laid an. 'obliguior wo them. to ſubmit B 0 


7 


222 n 6g. 
2 Some, wiglit have ſaid with wa tothe 


$;'theſdthavo been-circumciſed, why therefors 


Hobld they be; baptized'? but the anſwer would 
have been eaſy; it was becauſe: circumciſion was 
abaliſned; and baptiſm was the ſeal of introduction 
into the Chriſtian church. Others might have ſaid; 
ſince the Gentiles had received the Holy Ghoſt; 
What need was there of baptizing them with water Þ 
but Peter virtually teaches us, that water - baptiſm 
is the doon of admiſſion into the viſible. church 
now as cireumciſion was fotmerly. Who then can 
for bid this plain ſign and feal of the covenant unto 
thoſe: that have received the thing ſignified ? when 
accotding to promiſe, God pours out his Spirit up- 
on the Gentiles, and grafts them into the good 
olive tree; who can _ PF Re n pc 2 | 
obtitds egi {is wide o 10 uy emits 01 bt 

iff) 20h row HA a bi HED 18 


Neither was this an-ufage 6f the gelt Chriſtians 


only, but it was inſtituted for the uſe of the church 


in all apes; to the end of the world; as the ordina- 
ry medium of gathering and preſerving the church, 
out of every nation and people. This, Lapprehend; 
is evident from the commiſſidn which Cbriſt gave 
the e 0 ye there fore and teach ali nations, 
— g them in the name of the Fathet, and of 
u the — — Holy Ghoſt: teaching them 
_ 80 obſetꝭ all things whatſaevet I cominand you; 
and lo, Pam with you alway, even untoſthe end 
< of the world. This commiſſion is gien pri- 
marily to the apoſtles, as they laid the foundation 
of the Chriſtian church. ut did it tetminate with 
them ? No: it is alſo given to all miniſters of the 
. to the end of the world. God had promiſed 
33 „ ee 
— PS Wen — — 1 4 4 4} 5 
e Acts . ee. D 
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time, that the throne and ſeed of Chriſt might en- 
dure forever . When therefore the apoſtles had 


ſters were appointed to build it up. To this end 

Chriſt hath given paſtors and teachers 1, by 

Whoſe miniſtry he 2 

in the Chriſtian fab, till all the elect among all 
nations, come in the unity of the fakh, and of 


* neſs of Chriſt.” God was able to do this, with- 
out the inſtrumentality of any man, or order of men; 
but it has pleaſed him to appoint a ſucceſſion of mi- 
niſters, thereby to beget eſteem, love, and reverence 
to his goſpel. And theſe miniſters he has command - 


—_ | ever Chriſt commanded them. And was not this 
_— one thing that Chriſt had commanded, vi. that 
2M they ſhould baptize all meet ſubjects, and ſo bring 

1 were to teach them to obſerve all things enjoined, 

they were not only to teach them all the duties of 
the moral law, but all the ordinances of the goſpel, 
one of which is baptiſm, as appears from the words 
of our Saviour Jeſus s Chriſt in the commiſſion. —- 

—_ And it is evident that the apoſtles underſtood it to 

bea ſtanding ordinance in the church; for they 
3 5 not only adminiſtered it themſelves after the aſcen- 


. 
* b 
= | fon of Chriſt, but others, by their appointment, 
1 admitted members into the church by that ſolemn 
_ * 15 LOO ME _ en o _ ro = 
__- „ Ifaiab liz. 21. 


t Eph, f. 11. 13. 
is 33. with 1 Cor, i. 14. 15. 16. | = 


a a ſucceſſion of miniſters'and churches tothe end of 
laid the foundation. of the church, ordinary mini- 
t diſciple and inſtruct men 


= Te 'the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect | 
1 ; Le man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 


ed to charge all men, to obſerve all things whatſo- 


tem under the bonds of the covenant? If they 
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-poſes the continuance of this ordinance in the Chriſ- 
tian church; for if God has renewed his covenant 
of grace under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and e- 


ſtabliſhed it upon clearer promiles, why is it not 
as neceſſary to ſeal the covenant by water-baptiſm 


now, as it was in the beginning of the Chriſtian 
r de 1 


But, I apprehend, enough has been offered, to 


prove that baptiſm with water is an ordinance of 
Dod, tb be adminiſtered and received in all ages, 
to the end of time. And hence it follows, that 
cc thoſe are under a judicial infatuation, Who, pro- 


1 feſſing to have great meaſures of light and grace, 


deny the ſacraments of the New Teſtament, and 


particularly that of. baptiſm with water.“ It is 
a great ſin for any, to ſet light by any holy inſſitu- 
tion of Chriſt; and ſtill a greater ſin io deny one, 
under a ptetence of great meaſures of light and 
ſpirituality, Nor can we with any good reaſon 


ſuppoſe, that thoſe who deny this ordinance in par- 
ticular, under a notion of ſpirituality, are not de- 
luded; for the Spirit of Cod never teaches any 


man contrary to the written word. Our Saviour 


teaches us, that it is a thing not to be imagined, 
that ſatan ſhould fight againſt himſelf, becauſe that 

would ruin his kingdom“; and methinks men muſt ' 
put out their eyes in order to believe, that the Spi- 


rit of God ſhould teach one thing in the written 


word, and the contrary by his influences on ibe 


heart, becauſe that would be oppoſing bimſclf. 
How then can we find grounds to think, that thoſe 
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are influenced by the lame ſpirit that indited the 


12 fun Baptiſi vindicated. 
ſcriptures,” WhO cry down outward ordinagces, 
which are plainly enjoined in the ſcriptures? What 
reaſon can be aſſign 
that ſuch wild imaginations ought to be. eſteemed 
of equal authority with the writings of our: Savi- 
our and his apoſtles ? truly, no reaſon at all: but 
we ought, in honour to God and his written word, 
to judge that all ſuch perſons are under ſtrong de 
luſions; left to themſelves : and if they continue 
under ſuch deluſions, we cannot ſafely think but 
they hate the light”: of the goſpel, and wilful- 
ly refuſe to come to the light, 


. Elites, they would receive the written revelation, 


e not as the word of men, but, as ivis in ttuch, 
the word of God, which worketh greg in 


all IT believe. e ee GL MEFS 21.28 


TEC S W441 2 13 t: 5 


Bot we ao aden te the main bing view, 
«which i toconlder, £42367 Let 


5 f 19h 01 fs 04 <4 acl ew Tr 18 408. 
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e of the viſible church; have a right to baptiſm“ 
- Had the church of Chriſt in this place, and in the 
neighbourhood, been left to their Chriſtian iprae- 


tice, agreeable to ſcripture and primitive uſage, it 


might have ſaved me this labour, and prevented 
ma 1 miſchiefs, which, I fear, will come upon 


you. But the late innovations that have been palm - 
ed upon you, I look upon as a providential call to 
ſtand in this place, for the defence of the right of 

infant baptiſm. 
had greater benefit by an abler hand, yet, às an af- 


fectionate friend to he truth, I hope God will own 


me * 1 —— * | 
| | "> | 


ned; Why men ſhould believe 


t, leſt their conſciences 
-ſhould reprove them: for, if they were true Iſra- 


And tho' the church might have 


ſequence 


be * 


Infant" Boptif EET =: 


ing cauſe. Let us give an unbiaſſed attention to 4 
ſome evidences that may be offered; to ſhom the 
right of infant baptiſm. And 1'defite'y would 
hear me paticntly-and carefully upon evety argu> 
ment, that if one ſhould not be fatisfying,” per- 
haps, another may; if light c eee eee you 
wt Dare * e in the deere FS 


Far 
** 3 7 
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Ane. . * If the 1 sh f niſihle beleren do 
be. e allo belong to the viſible church themſelves, then 
<; they are to be baptized: but the infants of vi- 
© ſjble:believers* are aſo members of the vifible 
church themſelves : therefore tlie infanits of vi- 
N11 *:fible den paris ede biptined.” I 4 9) 32. MSA 

4.0} Fay lan, 25 15 i | | 3 7 

- That all might fully undenſhieſd'3 _ at 
1 dere it might be There; that by infants be- 
e to, or being members of the viſible 

oh, I: do hot 1 2 that they have the 
badge or ſeal of their memberſhip put upon them 
when they are firſt born, but 1 qualified ſenſe 


they are members: as a ſon born in the rm 


the King's ſoldiet, of a child born in the king's do- 
minions is the king's ſubject; / tho” the former is 


Not: offootly-inlites, nor the latter formally decla- 


redtobe ſo. 80 the children of vidblebellcvcrs "" 
members of the viſibie church as ſoon as they are 
born iato the world, before they have the badge 
of church memberſhip put 3 or have 
the ſeal of the covenant put upon them. If a per- 
ſon did in no ſenſe at all belong to the Abies chübclt, 
how could he, Kina. pr ret have the token . 
of memberſlup put upon him? Is it not in con- 
ſequence of a eee 8 — a viſible member, that 


| be as a . which the com- 5 


: mon 


"—_ Infant. Baptiſm vindicated. 


mon right of all viſible. members, and by which of Chr 
token or mark they are diſtinguiſhed from others:? ſhall © 
And is not baptiſm the token of viſible member- 
hip. by which Chriſt would have his viſible church 4 1 
2 linguiſhed from the reſt of the world? I pre- vpon t 
ume none of our neighbours who deny infant bap- „ of v 
tilm, will pretend that there is any other way of te ot 
;admillion into the viſible church, either from pre- and 
Cept or example, ſince Jeſus Chriſt appointed this MW « tion 
Holy ordinance. / But it they ſhould pretend ſome IF will ap 
other way, they may ſee themſelves miſtaken, by fol atte 
cConſidering, that all the admiſſions we read of, fince lowing 
baptiſm was a divine inſtitution, - were by this to- 
ken or ſeal of the covenant. As evidence of this,, 1. 
I would refer them to the three thouſand®, to di- MP wt! 
mon Magus and the eunuch+, to Paul, to Ste- yenants 
phanus and his houſhould *, to Lydia, the Jailor, VIZ, a c 
and their houſhould d. All theſe were brought in- and in 
to the church by the ſeal of baptiſm and I be- and his 
lie ve none can tell of any other way. Nor have 
we any warrant, from the word af God, to delay Tho 
9 e of this ordinance to ſuch as are with 4 
— until they are indoctrinated in the Chriſ- all man 
tian faith, and are pair. underſtanding the na- God ent 
ture of the ordinance. All the ſcripture examples ing him 
of admiſſion are levelled againſt delays. No ſoon- conditie 
er did thoſe already mentioned belong to che viſi- , them 
ble church, but they were baptized. Nor can any covenan 
mas living prove, that all theſe were adult perſons: ¶ ſion. 
no; ſo far from it, that there is no reaſon to think imputed 
4 were ſo, but much reaſon to believe the con- born int 
ay. But whether they were, or were not, we whole n. 
are * n it is ap ml fb God, n _— his enor 
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of Chriſt ſhobld be baptized without delay, as we | 


r DER 118 win ta eie UB, Of ze 


* p 
- E ** f 5 70 7 21 f 
Fx + \ 7 * 114 


Al the mean time, — is a bete 250 | 
vpon this OO is to prove, That infants 


« of viſible believers or church members, are al- 
te ſo themſelves members of the viſible church, 


ce and therefore ought to have the ſeal of induc-' | 


* tion put upon them.“ And this, I apprehend, 


will appear to every-unprejudiced mind; byia care- 


ful attendance to a See t e ſuch as theſe fol- 
wan vi. Mic 97 206 TPO 


l »* +'S 17 
290 4 - > * 


1109 n never rate 4 comment 8 man; 
6 but hat included his ſeed.“ We n have two co- 


venants repreſented to us in the holy ſcripture, 
vi x. a covenant of works and a covenant of grace; 


and in both the God: Ras! 5 e 1 


and his feed. ant; 2) Mm, 44 
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| Thus ri 8 i into 1 event 161 wilt 


with Ham and his ſeed. Auum Was the root of 


all man kind, and his poſterity were the branches. 
God entered into a covenant of life with him, bind- 
ing him and his poſterity unto himſelf, with this 


condition, <he that doth theſe things hall live of 


them.“ And all his ſeed being in him as their 


ener fell with him in the frſt tranſgreſ- 


ſion. Ils act was imputed to them his guilt was 


imputed to them, ſo that as ſoon as his poſterity are 


born into the world, they ate condemned. The 
whole nature of man wr ſubſiſted in Adam, and 


his enormous crimes tainted his blood. By one 


* man ſin entered into the world; and death by 


18 I fo _ . . all _ for that all | 


N have 
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£5; have finh6d:*!-cl1iAs the'bledings offered in (this. 
- covenant to Adam and his ſeed; would have:been' 
- ſecured to them had he continued in his integrity, 
ſo:the-eurie _ upon all bis poſterity by his diſ- 
obedience j no are they human creatures, 
but they are man dee and guilty crgatures. 
| 3 how is ſthe moſt 
itte gold e 97 gn 5701 575001 bi 
nat N $ 1 210 11 F. 11; "11563 e 60 10 t! 5 
Upon the apoſtaſy. Gidenered into covenant 
of grace to delivet men out / of an eſtate; of ſin and 
miſery, and to bring them into an eſtate of ſalvati- 
on by a Redeemer. This covenant of grace was 
primarily and principally ith the Lord Jeſus Chfiſt 
as the 1 and therefore he is called the 
of the cavenant of grace, to adjuſt and make 
Sa difference between God and his people; 
Eat-alcho! the covenant of grace is ptimarily made 
E Chriſt, as the repreſentative of his ſeed, yet, 
in him, it is made with believets or with his ſeed. 
Hence they are ſaid £* to mer into covenant “; 
to keep covenant 3“ to t hreak the coyenanti; 
and many ſuch like expreſſions 3 ſhewing that the 
covenant of grace is made with believers-—And 
3 that are believers, have their children ta- 


into covenant with them. Whengven God 
bas taken parents into his family and kingdom, he 
Has taken inatheir children with them, and bas 
reckoned them a part of his family. Therefore 
_ all: the people of lirael, - young, and old, male and 
__ ketiiale, are called.“ the Salden of the Lord your 
. God ” adopted. childten, owned by God as 
5 pech; à people near to him, ſet apart for him. 
Hens God qirteted Moſes: to ge Pharaoh, 
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« Iſrael is my Son, even my firft-born ; preci.' 


dren of the devil; 


in the right of their 


obs in my fight, and dear to me, tho there were 
many in Iſrael that were enemies to God and chil- 


but were taken into covenant 
in that ſeule, 


rents, 


and, 


as; © beloved for their father's fake,” 


Tam {enfible that Antimonians will object and 


mb; © That it is not 


poſſible for a perſon to be 
under the covenant of grace and the covenant 


% of works at the fame time; to be precious in 


* the ſight of God, and yet haters of God; to be 
„ children of the devil, and children of God at 


How then can the prececding account 
6 be roconciled oy | 


once. 


Ih fever to this objeaion; 1 grant, that as to 5 
thi Hate of perſons, all are either renewed or unte- 
newed; in a ſtate of nature or in a ſtate of grace: 


they belong either to the firſt or the ſecond Adam, 


te It is as impoſſible for a perſon to be under both 
covenants at once, as it is for a man to be born of 
For the terms of the covenants. 


two mothers.” 
are directly oppoſite to each other: and therefore, 
ſon is admitted into the covenant of grace, 

ua] calling, he is certainly cut off from the 


if 
by ted 


covenant of works; for “ if it is by grace“ that a 
9 then i it is no more of works; o- 


perſon is laved, 


4 ther 


grace is no more grace. 
* of works, then it is no more grace : otherways | 


But if it be 


cc work is no more work.” — But this hinders not 


enjoy 


OE 


but a perſon may be in a graceleſs ſtate, and yet 


many and great external privileges of the 
church, which Selens to thoſe PH God has 
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ſeparated to himſelf, to make known his name 2 
mong them. Tho' outward privileges avail no- 
thing to ſpecial grace, any further than means vf 
God's appointing; yet they are privileges, and do 
advance people above others, . which ſome are fa- 


voured with, as ſtewards, to improve and tranſ- 
mit to others. Paul reckoned the privileges of the 


Jewich church very great, even thoſe that were 
External . To be dignified and diſtinguiſhed by 


"viſible church privileges; to have the ſymbols of 


the divine preſence ; the word and ſacraments; to 
enjoy the means of grace, and be ſeparated from 
others as the covenant- people of God; is a very 


great favour. Now, all theſe privileges did be- 


long to the body of the Jews, of all ages, as the 
covenant- people of God; even to them that never 


received any ſaving benefit by them, as well as o- 
thers. It is one thing to inherit the ſaving grace 


of the covenant, and another to enjoy the out ward 


1 of it. All the ſeed of viſible believers 


ave a-right to many of the external privileges of 


the covenant, and it is the duty of parents to claim 


theſe privileges for them, 


II. The Abrahamick'covenant, including the 


* feed of viſible believers, is the covenant of grace.“ 
The words expreſs it with ſo much clearneſs, that 
none who have any tolerable underſtanding of the 
two covenants, and read with unprejudiced atten- 
tion, can doubt whether it be the covenant of 
grace. I will eſtabliſh my covenant between 
me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee, in youg 
“generations, for an everlaſting covenant, to be 


* God unto thee, and to thy ſecd after thee +. 


3 $a _ 


1 * 
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It was a covenant never to be revoked; Gawd and 
ratified as firm as the divine power and truth could 
make it. It was a covenant ſettled, with regard | 


to the rule of deſcent; not to him, and then die; 


but to him, and his ſeed after him, in their gene- 
rations. Beſides, God makes over HIMSELF: to 


Abr ham and to his ſeed in this covenant, which 


he never has done in the covenant of works, fince 
man's apoſtaſy. And having ſettled the tenor of 


the covenant, he confirmed and ratified it by the 
ceremony of circumciſion, the ſcaling ordinance 
under that diſpenſation. '. This Paul tells us, “ was 


* a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith *; or juſ- 


tification by faith; and the righteouſneſs of faith 


and that of works are oppoſites, and therefore can- 


not — to one and che ſame covenant. 


* 


Lam ſenũble, 18 1 er deviſed ſeveral : 


Gohented) to evade the force of plain ſcripture evi- 


dence in this matter. But if they ſhould ſay that 


it was a covenant to ſecure the land of Canaan 


unto Abraham and his poſterity,”* as ſome pretend; 


then I would aſk them, how it comes ta paſs that 
the ſeal of the covenant was adminiſtered to pro- 
ſely tes, ſeeing no ſtranger had any right to the land 


of Canaan- f? And altho' God promiſed Canaan; 


yet was this the principal and moſt valuable part of 


the promiſe; or, I uill be a God to thee, and thy 


ſeed after thee? Do not thoſe; that make ſuch an 
evaſion as this, diſcover very mean and deſpicable 


thoughts of the glorious God, and of the heaven- 
ly Canaan; and an exceſſive value for an earthly 
Some again eall it a mixt cove- 


ſometimes bl 
7 Row. iv, 17. * Exod. x. 48. 5 Pg —I 


\ 
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ſometimes a covenant of works only. Bat the a- 
| an Paul abundantly diſproves this abſurd notion, 


urging the ſtability of the covenant Which God 


"4 9 with Abraham. Tho' Abraham and the pro- 


phets are dead, the covenant is ſtill of force, and 


can never be vacated and why? becauſe Chriſt a- 


bides for ever in his perſon; and in his members“. 


And if any ſhould object, that the law which was. 

given by Moſes could diſannul the covenant, under 
a notion of its being a covenant of works, the a- 
poſtle ſays, that the ſubſequent law could not dif- 


annul the precedent covenant, and eſtablich a diffe- 


rent way of juſtification, from that which was ſet- 


tled by the covenant of grace; but the great deſign 


of both the moral and ceremonial law too; was to 
ſubſerve the covenant which was made with Abra 


ham; as it was adapted to convince men of their 
undone condition, and the inſufficiency of their 
own righteouſneſs to commend them to God; and 


to point out Chriſt, the ſacrifice of atonement for 


the expiation of fin +. If this is not the plain 
ſenſe of the apoſtle,” why are believers called A- 
% braham's ſeed 17 why are they called heirs 


according to the promiſe? how come they bleſ- 


«ſed with faithful Abraham*#*?” and how came 


the ven of nme to de bend er ws Gels . 
Uſen?./ {40 vs | 


; 
ai 


If chen a are ole coblidered; boy dinge it 
will be very evident, that the Abrahamick coves ' 


nant was the covenant of grace; and for that rea- 


ſon it is called an Digg Roms wann being ſo in 
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III. The grant in the Abrahamick pores 
e made to his ſeed, has never been repealed.” 
by divine appointment, the gift of church mem 


berſhip, and the token of the covenant, did belong 


to the infants of viſible helievers, under the former 


diſpenſation. of the covenant of grace, and if the 
fame law or. ruled abides in force ſtill; then the in- 


fants of believers under the-preſent diſpenſation of 
the covenant, have an equal right now, and oaght 
to be admitted by the ſeal of the covenant. But 
this gift has never been repealed: God has no where 
in his holy word reverſed this order; no where ta- 
ken away this privilege. God has changed the to- 


ken of induction, but not the ſubjects: there is not 
the leaſt intimation that the infant ſced of viſible 


believers are caſt out of the covenant, or cut off 


from the privilege of having it ſealed to them.” 


Put, on the contrary, the viſible adminiftration and 


leflings belong to. vilible believers and' their, ſeed. 
And this, 4apprehend, is abundantly evident, from 


the eleventh chapter to the Romans. For in that 


chapter the apoſtle is-treating of the rejection of the 
Jews from a viſible church Rate, for their unbelief 


manifeſted in rejecting Chriſt, and of the goodneſs 


and merey of God expreſſed with his ſeverity there- 
in. Many of the Jewiſh nation did entertain Chriſt; 


a remnant obtained righteouſneſs and life by him: 
but the main body of them rejected him; they ſhut 


| their eyes and would not ſee, and then God in righ+ 
teous judgment blinded their eyes that they could 
not ſee, and ſo were broken off from that viſible 


church Rate, This indeed ſeerned harſh doctrine, 


but if you attend to What is written, it will appear - 
to be the main argument of the apoſtle in the fore- 


. © _ . ERIE this doctrioe . 


„of 


* 


7 90 Ga UL 5, } Jer. xi. 16. t Gal. i, 24. 


22 2 2 Bape) ir vile tated. 
cfthe rechen of the Jews, he fays, that tho” they 


were caſt off and unchurched, yet the Gentiles were 
taken in, and their rejection was not final, but the 
time would come, when they ſhould be eeſtared to 

their eburch ſtate and priviſeges again. Some of 


them ſhould remain in their vifible church ſtate; a 


<< remnant, according to the eledtion of grace v; * 7 
a few choſen veſſels he continued in the covenant 
made with Abraham and his ſeed. Abraham was 
the root of the Jewish church; not the root of com- 

munication, but the root of adminiſtration, % he 
<< being the firſt with' whom the covenant. was ſo 
* ſolemnly made.” The olive tree is the viſible 
Church; the Lord calls its name a green olive tree. 
Tho' we apply it to union with Chriſt, yet it is 


en of a viſible church ſtate. And by che root 


1 — fatneſsꝰ of the olive tree, we muſt underſtand 
the promiſes and privileges which belong to the vi- 
*fible church, Now the believing Gentiles partake 


of this root, and therefore Paul ſays, the blef- 


fing of Abraham i is come upon the Gentiles r.“ 


And hence, the fame fatneſs of the olive tree; 


« the fame for ſubſtance, inſtituted ordinances, and 


. yifible church memberſhip of infint ſeed, which 


<< was part of the fatneſs of the olive tree that the 


a Jews 1 0 cannot be denied to the Gemiles.” [ 


- Having given dhe general meaning of the apoſtle, 
bt us reaſon upon it in the manner following, vi. 
If ſome only were broken off, then the grant of 
church memberſhip is not repealed, as'to them and 
their ſeed that remained, or were not broken off: 
but Paul aſſures us, that ſome only were broken off: 
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os number that were broken off? this indeed 
would not be more-abſurd; than ſome things that 


"Makin Baptiſm windi cated. 3 23 ; 


it follows therefore by. invincible conſequence, that 


the grant of church berſhip remains unrepeal-, | 
ed 4 them that — — off. It was one evi- 


dent deſign of the apoſtle to prove, that the rejec- 
tion of the Jews was not total. The moſt of them 
rejected Chriſt, and therefore were broken off from. 
a viſible church ſtate and its external privileges; 
but a remnant according to the election of grace 
remained. Now, 1 fay, if ber were bro- 
ken off, chen to them that remain, the 
church een wits * e remain un- 
TOR VVV 


But, will ths au FE all une aka 


I have met with inſtead of mb agus But I deſire 


ſuch would conſider the apoſtle s reaſoning i in the 
Chapter referred to, and they may eaſily ſee thae 
he is quite againſt them. As children come into 


2 pilible church ſtate in the right of their 151 


rents, ſo they are not caſt out while Wo ents 
ab. 


continue members of the viſible chu 


by their own actual fins, they cut themſelves off. 
Further, conſider what P ſays,. © becauſe of 
1 unbelief they were broken off, and thou ſtand- 
« eſt by faith“. Now if it was not an act of 
mere ſovereignty, that ſome were broken off from 
a church ſtate and its privileges, but for their un- 
belief; then the believing Jews and their ſeed 
were not broken off; therefore the ſtate and privi- 
leges remain to them, and to their ſeed; i. e. they 


are not repealed ; or other ways the infants of be- 


55 lieving Jews were won el for the; unbelief 
other 8 do es Nr, 
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„Nov, ae Poul the rejeckion of the FEW 

made room for the Gentiles; the wild olive” tree 
ws, contrary to nature; grufteg into the true olive v; 
II Rue church, from which: the unbelieving Jews 
J broken off, and this church en ſap 
3 and viftnue from the foot. Andi if this is really the 
fe if the Gentiles are grafted into the ſame 
church, from which the Jews were broken off, 
chen che infants have the ſame right of church 
member(p/ thit theirs had; and therefore: the 
__ right of chureh memberſhi; e Hong 
i. + _ infants of believing Gentiles. eee 


Ane. II. „ Ir * the will of God thar ibo dit 
<-ciples' of Chriſt ſhould be baptizeck; but the 
* finfants of viſible believers; or of ſurh as ate 
members of the vifible chureb, are diſciples of 
_, « Chriſt ; therefore it 18 —_— of God * 22 
E. Heal be baptized,” 1 | 


_ Cs 


- The firſt propefiios of this en 


is ts L 
ed upon the TAS of our Lord Jeſus,” in his com- 


miſſion t& miniſters: „ Go, - teach all nations, 
baptizing chem teaching them, Se. together 
wieith Pauls words, „the ſeripture foreſceing that 
God would juſtify the heathen thro faith, preach- 


| * ed before the goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying; in 
„ thee ſhall all nations be bleſſed. So then they 
| | * which be of faith, are bleſſed with faithful A 
e grabam. From hence obſerve, 1/, That 
5 Pee of Chriſt are ſent to teach people the co- 


- Yenant - which God made with Abrabam;' The 


- promiſe was made to Abrabam and his ſeed; and 
r band to tench the me of the co- 
vor . — | 
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venant, of which this is one E and they are 
alſo to baptize, or adminiſter the ſeal of induction, 
unto all who'embraced Abraham's covenant; none 
might be excepted. 24, All nations were to be 
taught this covenant, The ſame which had been | 
confined to one nation; i. e. the covenant with its 
privileges, is now extended to all nations that ſhall 
xeceive the faith. The commiſſion is, to make all 
nations diſciples, that were willing to enter into 
_ Chriſt's ſchool ; and fuch ſhould be the people of 
God, as the Jews had been in time paſt. Where- 
as before one nation only was God's covenant- peo- 
le, now Chriſt would have other nations taken 
In likewiſe : before this they were'forbid. going to 
the Gentiles or Samaritans ; but now their com- 
miſſion extends to all nations. 3d, The firſt work 
that miniſters have to do, is to diſciple, or enter 
nations into Chriſt's ſchool. When the nation of 
the Jews were made diſciples, they were circum- 
ciſed ; and the firſt thing the apoſtles and miniſters 
of Chriſt have in charge, is to baptize and to teach: 
Go ye, make diſciples, to me out of all nations, 
by baptizing and teaching ; and the way of making 


' diſciples; was entering into a ſchool: In this ſenſe, . 1 4 | 
Joſeph of Arimathea became one of Chriſt's diſci- | 'A 


| ples, not becauſe he was one that had been trained 
up under his miniſtry before, but that he might be 
taught + Sor En Es 


The fecond propoſition in this argument is, that. 
the infants of viſible believers, are the — „ 7 
Chriſt. This, I apprehend, every one muſt yield 
to be true, who impartially conſiders Peter's ex- 
| Preſfly calling them ſo. Why tempt ye God, 
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c which neither our fathers nor we were able to 
% bear*,” The controverſy referred to in this 


ſcripture, reſpects the circumciſing the Gentile - 


roſclytes. Certain of the Phariſees roſe up, 


and inſiſted that it was neceſſary tocircumciſe them, 


and to command them to keep the law of Moſes.” 


Tho? they embraced the faith of Chriſt, yet many 


of them continued very zealous for circumciſion, 


and urged it upon the Gentiles as neceſſary to ſal- 
| vation, This was what raiſed the diſſenſion and 


diſputation with them ; and this was what jon 


| ſharply reproved thoſe judaifing teachers for, 
matter ſo plain, that he could not but ſpeak of it | 


with ſome warmth, * Now therefore why tempt 


A ye God; to put a yoke upon the neck of the diſs 
8 ciples. But what yoke was this? why, it was 

the yoke, of circumciſion : they would impoſe | 
cCircumciſion upon the believing Gentiles and their 

| feed, as it had been uſed among the Jews, The 


ceremonial- law was a heavy yoke, which they 


would have laid upon the neck of the Gentiles, 
which Chriſt came to free both Jews and Gentiles | 
from. And Peter, in his addreis to the aſſembly, 
tells thoſe Phariſces, that they did, in effect, preſcribe 
to God, in attempting to lay this yoke upon the 
neck of the diſciples. In this addreſs, he evident- 
ly calls the infant ſeed of believing Gentiles, diſci- 
ples; for the greateſt part of any nation are chil- 
dren ; and it was not only adult believing Gentiles, 
but their male-children that: they would have im- 
poſed this yoke upon. Hence, if all the diſciples 
of Chriſt are to be baptized, and the children of 
believing parents are diſciples, it neceſſarily fol- 
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are viſible diſciples ; they viſibly 8 to the 


ſchool of Chriſt, are a part of his family and viſi- 
ble kingdom, and warne way 920 ate to be 


e N 


{ 


"Haga indeed. whoſe asl is to ks plain wank 
dark, may pretend that Peter, by diſciples, meant 
only adult perſons. But he that runs may read the 
apoſtle's meaning: for it was thoſe very diſciples | 
on whom the judaiſing teachers would have impo- 


ſed the yoke of circumciſion. And this yoke they 
would have impoſed on the brethren, ſpoken of in 
the ſeries of his diſcourſe. And it is as evident- 
God's will, that the infants of viſible believers 
ſhould be baptized, as it is his will that diſciples 


ſhould be baptized; for God e 8 wich * 


dame of dee 


wy I. 127 Thoſe children that are 1 | 
| « „ ly holy, are to be baptized : but the infants of 
© viſible believers are federally holy :—therefore 


« the N * anne are 1 be "_ 


s tied.“ 


© Perhap s no . thet (TAR Chriſtian "ROM 
ments, wil deny, that federal holineſs gives a vi- 


— 


fible right to baptiſm. But if any ſhould deny this, 


| I would'aſk them what does give a viſible right 71 


it be anſwered, a profeſſion of faith: 1would fur- 


ther aſk whether that is not a profeſſion of federal 
| holineſs ? And beſides, it might be well to conſi- 


der, that God firſt covenanted with Abraham, that 


he would be a God to him and his ſeed, and then 


ordered the ſeal of that diſpenſation of the cove- 


vant of grace to a upon them. Tis for that 


ee 


5 : 
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reli God called Iſrael a holy peoples; ge had 

choſen them for his covenant-people, and diſtin- 

r them from all other people in the world. 
robably there were very few of them that were ſa- 

vingly converted to God at that time, for they had 

ow but very poor evidences of ſuchagreat change: 
ut God had ſeparated them to himſelf, to be his 

8 people, above all nations upon the earth. 

He ſet his tabernacle in the midſt of them: they 
Had the ſymbols of his 1 his holy oracles 
and holy ordinances, and all the privileges of a vi- 

- fible church. And thoſe that were thus federally 
holy, were to be circumciſed, Now, if baptiſm 

comes in the room of circumeiſion, then thoſe that 

are federally holy ought to be baptized: But bap- 
tiſm has the ſame reſpect unto federal holineſs un- 
der the goſpel, that circumciſion had under the law. 

Circumciſion was a ſign of belonging to God's hou- 

mold, and of having a right to the privileges of 

the covenant, and ſo 'is baptiſmÞ.”  Circumci- 
Lion ſignified putting off the fins of the fleſh, and 
ſo does baptiſm . Paul, in his epiſtle to the Co- 

_ Joſſians, ** ſets baptiſm in the ſame ſtate, and makes 

© It of the fame uſe to us, that circumciſion was 

to the Jews.”* So that thoſe who ate federally ho- 

_ ty,” ought to be baptized; as well as thoſe that were 
the covenant- people of God, under the ancient dif- 

penſation, ought to be circumciſed, - 

Well, „The infants of viſible 6 "IM 

« derally holy.” Tho' real qualifications are not 

. * 8 e 1 28 are; for, We be 

4 ce t 0 | 


. n — 


_Yy 
— 


a „Deut. vii. 6. Cans. xiv. 2. and xxvi. 19. nk gh 3: + Ex 
| Kii. 43, 44+ * 41. 8 ü. 11. Ads xii. 16. . 


iii. To ; 


: * Rom, xi, 16. Henry in loc, f 1 Cor. Vl. 14. John i. "I 


4 


Infant Baptiſm vindicated. - ag 


1 the root be holy, ſo are the branches®,” The? 
grace doth not run in the blood, yet external pri- 
vileges do, even to a thoaſand generations, unleſs 


they are forfeited, This Paul ſeems very clearly 
to point out, in the reaſons of the direction and 
advice he gives converts to Chriſtianity, who were 


married to infidels. The unbelieving huſband 
* is functified by the believing wife, and the un- 


4 believing wife is ſanctified by the believing huſ- 


«© band; elſe were their children unclean, but 


*« now are they holy.” All the difficulty that 


I know of, is to fix, or rightly to ſtate, what ſort 


of holineſs the apoſtle now ſpeaks of: and there 
appears to me very litle, if any, difficulty, in do- 


- 


» Surely, the apoſtle, by holineſs, cannot mean a 


principle of grace in the huſband; for it is a ho- 
lineſs that is conveyed from the parents, Tho“ 
parents be ever ſo holy, they cannot propagate real 
olineſs to their ſeed.” - The graces of the Spirit . 
cannot be conveyed-from one to another by natu- 


ral generation. Not of the will of the fleth; 


nor of the will of man, but of God f.“ We 


do not become the real children of God, by be- 
ing born of godly parents. Tis the Spirit of God 
that is the great and ſole efficient of regeneration. 
But the holineſs referred to, is that which comes 
upon the child through the faith of the parent, 
whether he be really, or only viſibly a believer. 
Beſides, it is a holineſs that may be loſt: be- 


< cauſe of unbelief they may be broken off:“ 
they cut themſelves off by unbelicf: and when 


| Parents are broken off, or caſt out of the viſible 


Z +12 eren, 
2 ; 
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Xe God cuts off their children from the hos 
| Now, this cannot be ſaid of a 
Mateo * grate - for thoſe: that have a prin- 

Are of grace. in es Hears, ſhall; abide for ever. 


lineſs ſpoken of. 


AY 71 1810 ”" 2 


Nor can the. ap ,oftle mean a Av bole. 


neſs. For, a Yn birth has no dependence up- 
on the faith of parents. Marriages were as law- 


ful among the heathen as among others: and where 
a marriage is lawful, the children are legitimate, 


even tho the parents are heathen. And, on the 
other hand, a child may be a baſtard, and is ſo, 
. If not begotten in lawful marriage, tho? it ſhould. 


be ſuppoſed that both the parents are believers. 


The 28 and law fulneſs f theſe relations, is 


not founded in grace, nor in a profeſſion of faith. 


A father is as truly a father, a huſband as lawful- 
ly a huſband, tho' he has no grace, as the moſt 
holy man in the world. 


Grace adds nothing to 
ug truth, or lawfulneſs: of any relation whatſoe- 


ver, tho it adds much to the comfort and right 
| uſe of all relations of life. This, not withſtand- 
ing, if both the parents are in a ſtate of heathen- 
iſm, the children are unclean: but if one of the 


parents 1s a believer, the children are holy. 


Well, if this holiceks j is nejther. a 8 of 


grace in the heart, nor a matrimonial holineſs, 


What can it be but a federal holineſs? Being in- 
Hdels, they were out of the pale of the viſible 
church, and their infant ſeed were common and 
| unclean, in the ſame ſenſe that heathens in gene- 


ral were ſtiled unclean : but being bclievers, and 


in the viſible church, or either of them ſo, they ; 
theit 


are eee from the world; and therefore 
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their children are within the holy incloſure. 

are ſeparated from the reſt of the world; taken 
into God's holy covenant; they are God's peculiar 
people. Tis a holineſs that comes to children, 
thro' the faith of the parent, which can be no o- 
ther than a federal holineſs, or being taken into 
the parents covenant, which is derived to them, 


either from father or mother. And hence, they 


have not only a hereditary, but an actual right to 
the ordinances of God; unto them do pertain the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenant of grace. 


By theſe arguments, I apprehend, there is good 
evidence laid before you, to relieve your minds, if 
you have had any ſcruples, of the right which the 


infants of viſible believers have to baptiſm. Vet, 


leſt any ſhould heſitate, or think it an immaterial 
point, I hope you will give a candid attention to 
what may be further offered, by way of evidence, 
together with the application, in the afternoon, 
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have repreſented it, I ſhould think 
$2 the lab: and time ill beſtowed. to 


£ No N inſiſt upon this ſubject; for nothing 
is more deſtructive to true Chriſtianity, than pla- 


I ceing it in modes, and firing our zeal about circums. 
| ſtantials. But I look upon this doctrine of great 
importance; and making light of it a great re- 


— 


flectien upon the God of the covenant, and the 
great privileges contained therein. Vou need not 
wonder, therefore, that I ſhould take ſome pains 
to vindicate it in this evil day; and if God ſhould 
bteak in with His light, for your conviction and 


eſtabliſhment in the preſent truth which has been 


maintained in theſe churches, you will not repent 
your diligent attention to ſome further evidences; 


Therefore, with an n e nn dis 


vine aid, let us W 2.904! * 
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ol ARG: IV. = That doing whidhilnfers all 
*, infants to be i in the viſible Dogs of ſatan; 
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fo circumſtantial a matter, as ſome 
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40 = certainly falſe doctrine: but the: doctrins 
that denies all infants to be members of thè vi- 
« ſible church; infers them to be members of the 
c viſible kingdom of ſatan ;—therefote it is falſe 
| 8 one,” 85 V! | © 5 7 2 
The „ble . of chrit and the viſble 
1 of ſatan, divide the world; 7, e. thoſe 
that do not belong to the viſible kingdom of Chriſt, 
do belong to the vilible kingdom of ſatan ; for 
there is no medium; nor can thoſe that belon to 
the one, belong alſo to the other. If a child Is in 
the viſible kingdom of ſatan, there cannot be any 
viſible. ground of hope of the ſalvation of that 
child. The only ground of hope that we can have 
of the ſalvation of children, dying in their infans 
ey, is their being in the kingdom of Chriſt, or be- 
ing the members of Chriſt. And the only ground 
of hope that we can have of their deing the mem - 
bers of Chriſt, by a real and vital union with him, 
ariſes from their viſible memberſhip; for it is im- 
poſſible that we can judge of that which is inviſi- 
_ _ eher . thad- * * —— is viſible, 


oY it is palpabl v falſe dofrite, to repreſent | 
41 infants; dying in their infancy, as dying in the 
viſible kingdom of latan; for ſueh doctrine would 
take away all hope of their being ſaved. Where 

as the word of God gives us good rea ſon to hope 
for the ſalvation of ſome infants, dying in their 
infancy. Therefore, the word of God gives us 
good reaſon to ſay, that the doctrine which teach- 
es us that all infants, dying in their infancy, die 
in the viſible. kingdom of ſatan, is palpabiy falſe 
"IP (ODIN {4 51 tity 9411 i ad ON 210K: 5 
„ 1 This 
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on, tho'-our Saviour ſays the contraty. 
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This argument, is ſet before us by aur Saviour 


1 in the welcome he gave ſome little chil» 
g tren chat were brought to him. 
eiples, probably thought it below their, Maſter, to 


Some of his diſ- 


take notice of little children, brought in their pay 


rents or nurſes arms, and therefore reproved them 


for being ſo troubleſume. But Chriſt rectified the 
miſtake they went upon, and faid, '*© Suffer little 
* children; and forbid them not to come unto me: 
© for af ſuch is the kingdom of heaven®.” 
it is evident; at leaſt, that ſame little children be- 
— to the kingdom of heaven, and therefore, not 


to the kingdom of ſatan. They are members of 


the viſible church, and therefore, to them pertains 
the privileges of church memberſhip. Conſequent- 
ly, thoſe that deny them the privilege of baptiſm, - 

do teach falſe doctrine, / virtually ſaying, that they 
are all-in the viſible kingdom of ſatan, and that 
there is no viſible ground "of hope of their ſalvati- 
Vea, he 
takes it very ill, of thoſe who for bid re agg 
_ them. ave. of church: privileges, kick 


V. 5 * That Audis which ande the 
« privileges of the Chriſtian church leſs, than tha 
„privileges of the Jewiſh church, is certainly falſe 
doctrine ut the doctrine which oxcludes tha 
iafants of viſible believers from the initiating 
*ſeal: ef the covenant of grace, viz. baptiſm, 

<<, makes the privileges of the Chriſtian church 


| ©) leſs! than the privileges of the Jewich rok 
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That the infants of viſible believers in the Jew= 
iſh church, had a right, and actually enjoyed the 
ſeal of induction into the church, needs nothing 
further at preſent, than what has been offered, to 
prove it. And it is alſo evident, if this was a pri- 
vilege in that church, the privileges of the Chriſ- 


tian church would, in that reſpect, be leſs than the 


privileges of the Jewith church, provided the ini 
tiating ſeal of the covenant is denied the children 


of believing parents under the goſpel. But what is 
more abſurd than to ſuppoſe this? Paul, when he 
compares the Old and New Teftament diſpenſation 
together, ſhews the ſuperior excellency of the lat - 


ter to the former. Even that which was made 

« glorious, had no glory in this reſpect, by reaſon 
of the glory that excelleth“ .“ He undertook, 
of ſet purpoſe, to ſhow that the privileges of tho 


goſpel diſpenſation, were far greater than the privi- 


| * of the legal diſpenfation of the ſame covenant 
* 


grace. But if the children of vifible believers, 
are denied thoſe external privileges of the-covenant,' 


which the children of the Jeus enjoyed, then our: 
privileges are leſs than theirs were, and conſequent- 
ly the Chriftian difpe 1 

legal difpenſation. Whereas the apoſtle, not only 
conſiders the ſuperior” excellency of the preſent to 


the former diſpenſation, on many accounts, in the 
epiſtle and chapter juſt referred to; but elſewhere 


be aſſures us, that our privileges are, at leaſt, e- 


Aual to theirs in the very caſe under confideration.- 
This he puts beyond all reaſonable doubt, by aſ- 


ſerting that the Gentile church is grafted in among 
them that were not broken off, and with them par- 


take of the root and fatneſs of the olive- tree: and 
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nation is not fo excellent as the 


as the Jews had the privilege of ſealing the cove 


ward, to introduce the children of viſible belie- 


only as to the matter of it, but as to the manner 
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ſo, the bleſſing of Abraham comes upon the . 
« Gentiles;"” the goſpeliſed Gentiles are received | 
into the fame covenant relation with God, and par- 

take of all the covenant privileges, from which the 
unbelieving Jews were cut off. Now, in as much 


nant to their children, who can deny the ſeal of 

the covenant to the children of viſible believers un- 

der the goſpel ? If this was à privilege to them, 

is it not as great a privilege unto us and our chi- 

dren ? Do not thoſe that deny the children of 

Chriſtian parents the ſeal of the coveriant; deny 

them a great privilege, which the children of vids — © 

ble believers enjoyed under the law If ſo, then 

furely, this denial is a teaching falſe doctrine; for, 

the privileges of the Chriſtian church, and the. | 

grace and comforts of it, are, at leaft; equal im 

theſe reſpects; yea, in the Whole; they are . 

than mow that _ 71 church! on | 
0 Milo. vi. {i If it was the: atiptbut pucles 

of the church in the apoſtles days, and fo dow 


« vers into the Chriſtian church, by the ſeat of 

ce baptiſm; then the. infunts of ſuch! parents ought 
© 'to be baptized z—but' it was the approved prae- 
e tice in the time of the apoſtles, and ſo downu- 
ward, thro' all periods of the chureh'z—there- 
« fore the children ot _ eren, 22 to OP | 
ba. We. payers b. $9.7 ; | | 2 £7 | 

- When Chriſt and 2 poltles W the ages 
pel, they extended the promiſe or covenant} not * — 
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and form of adminiſtration, to viſible Chriſtians = 
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and their ſeed. No ſoaner was Zaccheys appre : 
ved and en Chriſtian himſelt, but his family 
alſo became related 0 Chriſt, by virtue of his in- 


tereſt - in the covenant..; . This day is ſalvation 


come to this houſe, for as much as- he alſo is 
*« the ſon of Abraham“. Before this, tho? 2 


ſon of Abraham by birth. — an excommuni- 


Nr. 2 War: 3 were Pere wen 3 — 


| * virtue 00 his intereſt in the covenant dich God 


to his — 1. e. to * * & 1 young 
or old; to all his proper bouſhold. Upon his 


profeſſion of faith fas os repentance,; his family be- 


came the viſible heirs of ſalvation, and of al the 
means leading unto it. Here Chriſt, opens the 
covenant made with Abraham, not only for him- 


felf, but for his.houſe: 3 and oy hy ues from Zaccheus? 
t 


e covenant was not 


being a ſon of Abraham, tha 
only to him, but to his houſe 1. e. his ſeed. 2 to 
what end ſhould his houſe be mentioned, if tho 


Whole ſalvation ſpoken of was confined to himſelf? 


Would it not be very abſurd for Chriſt, to ſpeak 
of men and their houſholds, and of ſalvation co- 


ming to them and their houſes z and yet, to ſuppoſe 


that he deſigned to ſhut out the children of ſuch fa» 
milies from the out ward ſign of the promiſe? What 


2 ſtrange policy are they poſſeſſed of, who can 
force themſelves to think, that Chriſt did not here» 


by intend, that the ſeed of viſible belicvers ſhould 


be included in the covenant, though they were 
included in the darker diſpenfation of it 90, 
: * ee came to Sana, * ae the 
| } — 


n * - x oe ” nm 1 ks od wad at he. „ 
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addi to him, with a 


' gracious. entail to his 


houſe : he and his children ſhould be taken in- 


to covenant, and have the means of ſalvation. 9. d. 
Hitherto ſalvation has been of the Jews, but now 


it is to the Gentiles, as much as ever it was to the 


Jews ; the promiſes, privileges, and means of it, 
are conveyed to all nations, as amply and fully, to 

all intents and purpoſes, as ever it had been ap- 
propriated to the Jewiſh nation. 80, when the 
apoſtle preached to the jailor, and exhorted him 
to admit the record that God has given of his Son, 
he aſſures him that he ſhould be ſaved and his 
1 hauſe . Helieve, and ſalvation ſhall come to 


Abraham; walk before me, and be thou per- 
e fect: and I will eflabliſtr my covenant between 
4 me and thee, and thy ſecd after thee; to be 4 
God unto thee, and to thy ſeed. after thee : 

i. e. to thy houſhold. But did the apoſtle mean 


that the jailor's faith ſhould eternally fave his hou- 


ſhold? [4nſ. He meantthe ſame that is meant in the 


promiſe gi iven to Abraham and his ſred: ſo that the 


queſtion ea be as proper for any one to aſk; 
iſe of being 


thy houſe : juſt as God preached the covenant to | 


a God to the feed of 


Abraham; was a promiſe of eternal life? The uts 


moſt intended by theſe promiſes is, that they ſhould 
enjoy the bleſſings of Ar privileges, and the 
external means of ſalvation; and on theſe accounts 
bo diſtinguiſhed from all others. And herein theſe 


promiſes agree with hat Peter ſays to thoſe who 


| pow eee they:ſhould do: his anſwer is, res 


«© pent and be baptized every one of you, in the 
< name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For the promiſe 
0 15 unto you, and to yours children 8.“ "Wien 


2 * 3 D : Sr 
1 Gen. xvii. 


; ; Acts zi. 14. Henry in loc. '\ — 57 
* Acts ii. 38, 39. 
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| 22 he fays, infants of children were ba 
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. were brought into a new diſpenſation of the 
eovenant of grace by baptiſm, their children were not 
to be thrown out; but taken in with them; for the 


promiſe, .I will be a God unto thee and to thy 
* feed,” belonged as much to them and their chil- 
dren, as ever it did to Abraham and his ſeed. A- 


greeable to this ſenſe of the promiſe, we find they 
baptized houſholds, or ayer 5 Wen n 18 con- 


| ne: Py 


acbb 550 be anderſtood of hs infor ſeed 
of viſible believers: for, according 
thentick church hiſtory, infant baptiſm was prac- 
tiſed in the days of the apoſtles,” and in the places 
and churches to whom Paul wrote his epiſtles. The 


Chriſtian church was in poſſeſſion of this privilege, 
for more than fifteen hundred years from its begin- 


ning, as we might make abundantly evident, were 
it neceſſary, both from the Greek and Latin fathers. 
But if it ſhould appear to be the practice of the 


church in the three firſt centuries, that will ſuffice 


the preſent purpoſe. To this end, I refer you to 
the words of Origen, who ſays, ©* children are bap- 


c tized for the remiſſion of ſins, c.“ 


the ſame purpoſe I might add the teſtimony of 


— and Cyprian, who lived about the ſame 


time}. But I chooſe to wave private teſtimonies; 


in as much as I have the determination of a ſynod 
this head, not two hundred years after the a+ 


bro, hong | 
3 wherein nd more n n biſhops. 
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* Pardolt baptizantur in remiſſionem peccatorum. 1644 the 


Origen lived about a hundred years after the apoſtle Paul, 
t-Paidia and nepia. 4 dren ug. Wk. biſhop. of. g's 
A. D. 225 Cyprian __ of pou hf . D. . 
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The occaſion of the ſynod was not becauſe infant 


4 4 


baptiſm had not been an uſage of the church, but 
becauſe it had been from the beginning: but one of 
the biſhops had ſome ſcruples about the time of 
their baptiſm, whether it might be about che third 
or fourth day, or whether it ſhould be delayed till 
the eighth, as it was obſerved with reſpect to cir- 


The ſynodical decree was to this ef- 


« As for the matter of infants, whom 


«you faid. were not to be baptized within the ſe- 
te cond or third day after their birth, or according 
&© to the law of circumciſion within the eighth day 
« thereof, &c, our opinion is, that none ought to 
* be prohibited, eſpecially no infants , tho? but juſt 
And this agrees with what other 
rticular renowned writers have ſaid, that the 
church had all along the poſſeſſion of the rivilege : 


$5.5 born, Ge.“ 


of baptizing infants : and alſo with what the 


e plous 


and judicious Calvin, who was well verſed in an- 
tiquity, hath ſaid, vig. © TI affirm that this holy 
&* ordinance of infant baptiſm, hath been perpe- 
*<. tually obſerved in the Chriſtian church; for there 
cis no ancient doctor, that doth not acknowledge 
*« that infant baptiſm was conſtantly: adminiſtered 
And if, in controverted caſes, 
the conſtant practice of che church is the beſt in- 


e by the apoſtles. 


terp 


reter of the law of Chriſt, the diſpute muſt be 
at an end; for it always has been the practice of 


the church, to initiate the infants of believers by 
baptiſm, even from the firſt conſtituting a church 


tes; 
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at Rome by the apoſtle Paul, according to moſt cre- 
dible Wan ag it hag gp failed to this day, 
tho 


Ee ? | 
* Fan vers Tat cauſam infantium pertinet, 1 marry 
Intra ſecundum vel tertium diem quo nati rH fir nt — bapti« 


hari non opertere, dc. 5 


s & * 


p r 


— 


* * ä 


. 


„ 
* 


neſt enquirer after the truth, in the preſent debate 


ons urged againſt our Chriſtian en 0 


the circumcifion of the idule under the law: # a 
1e ſeal of the righteouſneſs of fiith®,” which the 


the covenant put 
' ion of their faith before they are baptized ? But 


if the infants of viſible believers were capable of re- 
4 ae ee Rl of The: da, under he * 
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the'a number roſe up fiercely MY it, in Germa⸗ 


ny, after the church had poſſeſſed it more then tife 
teen hundred years in a _ meaſure of quierneſs, 


14-5 


Theſe a arguments, my Noethen, tho very © ims 


perfectly handled, are ſuch as. 1 415 le to an- 


ſwer, and I hope will prove ſatisfying to every ho- 


among you. Yet, leſt any ſhould ill doubt, I 
will briefly anſwer one or two thread-bare objetis 


p 


Objee. I. Our eee plead, as n a. 
* for believers baptiſm; and they argue to this ef- 
« fe, vis. infants are not capable of faith: but 
hs. there is no warrant to baptize any, but thoſe 
ie that profeſs their faith in Chriſt; and Len 


** 


* no infants may be baptized.” ; 


: — 


N. Hl I. © This obj ection is of as dh weight 


E againſt Srdiiiciting children, under the le gal, as 


« againſt baptizing them unler the Christi dif- 


* penſation of the covenant of Grate.” Is the vi- 
ſſibility of faith neceſſary for the baptiſm of adult 


perſons? fo was the viſibility of faith neceſſary to 


had, * yet being uncircumciſed.” But what doth 
this argue more than that thoſe who are grown to 
years of diſcretion, / and have not had the ſeal of 
upon them, muſt make a profeſ- 


"as 


11 


2 —__ 


= 5 . Kom. iv. 11. rer in loe. 


* —— 


Infant + Baptiſm vindicated. 43 


diſpenſation, how they can be caſt out or denied the 
ſeal under the preſent diſpenſation, without war- 
Fant, I confeſs, is quite beyond my diſcernment. 


If they were taken into covenant of old, and had 

the ſeal of the covenant put upon them, and the 
ſame eovenant is continued, with all its privileges, 
by what ſevere ſentence they are rejected and in- 


capacitated, thoſe Happy people are concerned to 


make out, who not only reject, but nullify and re- 


; proce the en of the ſeed of believers. 


Auſ. I « We preach the fame covetant; and 
practiſe as the apoſtles in this regard have done.” 


| Adel perſons, in order to admiſſion in the church 


by the feal of the covenant, have been vifible be- 
lievers under both diſpenfations. And when we 


preach publicly, or in private converſation, to thoſe 
that belong not to the church, but live in a ſtate of 


_ Gemiiliſm, we preach the ſame doctrine that the a- 
poſtles preached upon this head. So we ſhould 


preach, were we ſent to the ſcattered tribes of Ifs 


rael in America, now the poor favages'of the wilder- 
- neſs: were we the happy inſtruments: ſent amon 
the poor Indians, to turn them from their falſe dis 


vinations, and ſuperſtitious uſages, to follow a di- 
vine revelation of unqueſtionable verny, we ſhould 
infiſt upon the ſame doctrine that the apoſtles inſiſſ- 

ed upon; and when any of them believed i in the 


Saviour, and repented of their fins and were bapti- 
zed, and fo became members of the viſible church, 


we ſhould treat them juſt as the apoſtles did. We 
ſhould tell them that he ſame day ſalvation came to 


their houſes; that a church memberſhip was con- 
veyed to their children, and they were included in 
the privileges of the covenant with themdelyes. I 
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am ſenſible our adverſaries deny this; acid let thine 
ſhew me'a warrant for their excluding the" infants 
of ſuch, and I will join them: but ſince Chriſt and 
his apoſtles have reſolved this matter in favour of 
our principles and practice, they muſt allow us to 
adhere to their teſtimony, as wortby of credit. 
If parents, making a profeſſion of faith, do not, 
in that way, bring in their children with them, 
then ſurely our bleſſed Saviour miſſed it, when he 
told Zaccheus, that that day ſalvation was come 
to his houſe; for as much as he, a poor publican, 
was now intereſted in that covenant which God 
made with Abraham. If parents, thus believing, 
do not bring in their children, then Peter miſſed 
it, in ſaying to believing penitents, the promiſe 
“fis unto you, and to your children.“ Yea, if 
this is not the caſe, Paul miſſed it, whon he faid 


to the Galatians, that < the blefling of Abraham 


came upon the Gentiles.” If What the Ana- 
baptiſts ſay is true, theſe, and many other texts of 
ſcriprure muſt be raſed out of the bible z for it will 
not do to receive them as infallible truth; becauſe, 

upon their principles, they are evidently falſe. But 
if, on the other hand, what Chriſt and his apoſtles 
Hure ſaid about the matter be true, the unavoid- 
able conſequence of it will be, that the infants of 
| vilible beliovers ory: to be baptized, 1 SOMOS 


Vet ill tho! this might ferve fora an fuſs they 
go on and object, 2dly, that “ There is no expreſs 
command or ae bop N infants.” 


| Anſ. "I | FF What if. 1 we ſhould reject nne o- 
ce ther duties, with a confident aſſertion that there 
is no expreſs command for them? Can 4 
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ſhow us any expreſs command or example for wo- 
men to receive the Lord's ſupper? and if they can- 
not, why do they admit them? We grant, that 
by ſcripture conſequence, they ought to be admit- 


ted to the Lord's table: but where will they find 


an expreſs command for it? If we were diſpoſed to 
wrangle, we might eaſily ſay, where is the expreſs 
command or example to bear them out in admit= 


ting women to the Lord's table? And again, | 


where is the expreſs command or example for the 


religious obſervance of the Lord's day, inſtead of 


the old ſeventh day ſabbath? Or, where is the 
command or example in the New Teſtament, for 


holding publick lectures on week days? Let theſe 


queſtions. be fully reſolved, and I hope that I have 
offered you as much light for infant baptiſra, as they 
can bring for their practice in theſe points. But 


7 { 


* af » ES: + 2-4 
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An. II. We have an expreſs command, which 
* has never been reverſed, to adminiſter the initi- 


<« ating ſeal of the covenant, to the children of vi- 
*© fible believers.” We don't ſay that the com- 
mand is in theſe words, Go and baptize the chil- 
* dren of all my covenant- people; or that the 


5 apoſtles did certainly baptize the infants of be- 
e lieving parents.“ B 
 blefling of a ſound! mind, and is not blinded by er- 


But no man that'enjoys the 
ror and prejudice," can ſay that we have no good 
warrant for baptizing the infant feed of viſible be · 
levers. For, we have a command to adminiſter 


the ſeal of the covenant to the infants of believers : 
and this command has never been reverſed ; and 


therefore it is ſtill in force, and not only warrants, 


but obliges us to adminiſter the initiating ſeal of 
the. covenant to ſuch. infants, which, under the 
I ee pteſent 
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as-- - Infant Baptiſm vindicated. 
preſent-diſpenſation, is baptiſm. And were there 


ever ſo many diſpenſations of the ſame covenant of 


grace, and a hew ſeal of introduction to each new 


diſpenſation, the ſubjects muſt remain the ſame, 
_ unleſs God had excluded them. Nor have we the 
| leaſt reaſon to imagine, but that the apoſtles ob- 


ſerved the command, in adminiſtering the ſeal of 
the covenant, to the children of believing parents, 
with conſtant exactneſs. For altho' it is not faid 
in theſe. very words, they baptized the infant 
te feed of believing parents, yet we are aſſured 
of it by words that are equivalent: for we are told 


that they baptized houſholds or families; Lydia 


and her houſhold, Stephanus and his houſhold, the 
jailor and his hovſhold, &c. And theſe accounts, 
to an impartial mind, I think, muſt: be equivalent 


to the plaineſt aſſertions: for in the ſcriptures, ibo 


terms bouſe and houſhold, are conſtantly uſed to ſig- 
nify the children of the houfe*®, Now, to what 
poſſible end ſhould the apoſtles, when ſpeaking of 
baptiſm, borrow a phraſe uſed in all languages, 


particularly in the Old Teſtameht, to ſignify the 


children of a houſe, unleſs it were to ſignify that 


© there were children in that houſe? Doubtleſs, if 
a miſſionary to the Indians ſhould write us, that 
he had baptized ſuch an Indian and his houſe; and 


another ſhould write us, that he had baptized the 
head of ſuch a family, and all his, we ſhould ve- 


ty teadily underſtand them. Yea, I cannot think 


that even an Anabaptiſt could eaſily miſtake ſuch 


accounts, after all the prejudices they have imbibed 
againſt our doctrine and practice. And if he ſhould 


* 1-4 ſay, 
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Gen. xxx. 30. chap. xly. 18, 19. Numb, iii. 13. Pal. 
xV. 12, 13. Beſides many other texts which teach us the ſame 
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ere ſay,” that i it is poſſible theſe families had no infants 
of in them ; we may claim a right to ſay it is poſſible, 
EW yea, highly probable they had; not only becauſe 
houſholds uſually contain, and families are made 
the up in part of children; but alſo becauſe children 


ob- were included in the covenant with Wen Pn 
| of agd have never | SOUS cut it Ee" is | 
nts, | e 
faid | 5 
— APPLICATION 
old i Tel. Learn hence, © ſomething of the evil - 


dis " and danger of An iſt and their 
the 4. — G deſire to 

nts, repreſent them in a falſe light ; and hope to be kept 
lens 5 a cenſorious fpirit in all that I ſay of them, 
tho I am ſenſible they generally difavow: the name of 
ſig- Anabaptiſts, though we conſtantly, and with good 


hat reaſon, ſay it belongs to them. For they not — 


0 ly deny the right of infant baptiſm; but baptize 
ges, over again thoſe that have already "a baptized. - 
| They deny that the children of viſible Chriſtians 
that have a viſible right in the covenant with their pa- 
„ if rents, and take parents into covenant without their | 
children ; becauſe, fay they, it is every man's own 


faith muſt make him a fon of Abraham. But theſe 
things, 1 apprehend, are- Gnfal and dan- 
gerous pri | Ip 8 we . For, : : by 

8 * 2 


I. „ It bs ſetting up. 3 oon t God never 
ie made; a mere human device; a contrivance to 
take in parents without reſpect to their children. 
And this is ſuch a covenant which is without ſcrip- 
i ture foundation: for God never made a covenant, 
dane | in any one inſtance, with parents, without as "and 


wk childien;. The covenant of Ane was "ER 
with Adam, but for all his poſterity ; and after the 
apoſtaſy, as ſoon as God entered into a covenant 
ol grace, the promiſe Was unto parents and their 


children. And therefore Eve, was called, „the 
mother of all living * ; not ſo much becauſe all 
mankind ſhould deſcend from her, as becauſe ſhe 


was to be a covenant mother, as Abraham was the 
covenant father of us all. 80, God made the co- 


venant with Noah and with his ſeed after him, 


both before and after the flood +, So when the 
church of God was in great diſtreſs, ſhe is put in 
mind of the covenant which God entered into with 
Abraham and his ſeed, for her ſupport and encou- 


ragement; intimating that he ill remembered that 


covenant, and would be a God to his people and 
their children, under all their diſtreſſes, f. And 
ſo: David triumphs in the covenant that God made 
with Abraham, which was renewed with David 
and his ſeed. And after the rejection of the Jews, 
the ſame covenant was continued, as we have ob- 


ſerved in arguing upon the important ſubject.— 


The Gentiles were grafted into the fame root, and 


that root was Abraham and his covenant, in the 


ſenſe already explained; for Pr cauſe he is called 


the father of this Gentiles ##, ages for ths 


very reaſon that the apoſtle ſaid ; 


« js unto all that were afar off, M their chil- 


« dren, even as many agtlie Lord our God ſhall 


ee call. This promiſe pointed to the call of the 


«Gentiles into a church ſtate. And when the Jews 


. ſhall be gathered injagain, they ſhall be brought, 
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tares ſpeak of no covenant, that God has entered 
into with man, which doth not comprehend 'or - _ 
tale in childzen with their. parents. And there- =_ 
fats a covenant that excludes the children of cove» ' ò 
nant parents, is a eovenant of man's, and not of = 
God's making. New, would it not be well for | 
thoſe that change and cut off ſuch an eſſential part 
of the covenant, to egnfader ſeriouſly, whether it it 

not mort than a mexe eireumſtance, thus to pervett ; 
God's order in his covenant? Uzgah's: offence ia 
touching the ark, when it was in the way to the 

city of David, ſeemed to be very ſmall. ' The de- 

fgn of I ſeemed plauſible to ſhew his willingneſs 

to promote the publick good : but the matter f 

order in which he undertook to promote this got 

was-{o offenſive, that the Lord ſmote'/Uzzah with 

ſudden death, as a teſtimeny of his diſpleaſure a- 

gainſt him. And if a matter of order is fo great in 
the fight- of God, what is it to mutilate the cove- 

nant of God? I is a great fin to noglect or change 

the ordinances of God : hut it is Gall a greater n 
to change the everlaſting covonant, the Abrahamick 
gevenent, Which is the feundation of ordinanees. 
The I charitably think ſome ſerious people have 
done this, fer want of due conſideration, yet I 
know: of ng of ſinning mote dangerous ; no 
way more likely to ſetile men down: in a, falſr hope, "> 
Wan to change the coverlant:Gbd:hath.made wing 
5 — Did men rightly confider the 3 1 I 

tion WAICn tie 1c It Ne makes hetween th vi Wie : 8 
f, | iesiäble church; it might prenent Mis ec, 
nt do che pride and/preſurmption” of the heart dra 
hem away to aſſume the divine precogative,.. and 
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to take that work upon emſelves which belongs 
FE 


II. Denying the right of baptiſm to the chil- 


% dren of beliggfing parents is a great injury done 
* to them.” - For, they are hereby cut off from 
that covenant and the privileges of it, which God 
has grafted them into; and are put into or placed 


in the ſame condition with the children of the hea» 


> _ then world; altho” our Saviour reckons them the 
members of his viſible church. And is it not a 
dangerous thing to deny the covenant and its privi- 
leges to thoſe to whom they belong? Is it not of- 
ending againſt thoſe little ones, unto whem doth 
appertain the privileges of viſible church member - 
ſhip? It is doubtleſs very offenſive to God for his 
j people to tolerate the admiſſion of profane - perſons 
inte the church, or e ask: them in the 
RR church if they are admitted; and I am perſuaded 
5 the neglect of the holy ordinance of church diſei- 
pPline, is the ready way to make the name of churches 
and church members mere empty notions.— But 

| { the offence is ſtill much greater in any perſon” of 
ſect, to'refuſe admiſſion to thoſe whom the Lord 
would have received; and that becauſe it is a virtual 

85 blotting their names out of the laſt will and teſta- 
ment of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Should we not 


think it a villainous act in any, to take out the name 
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N Ana- viz, becauſe there are many hypocrites and un lievers 


of a perſon,” that had his name put into the; laſt 
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in the viſiblechurch; and fo becduſe many baptited children will 
P periſh, they would not have tham baptized. But this is to be | 
Vie, not only above what is written, but againſ# what is 

written. „ . 3 
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will and teſtament of ateſtator; and ſome valuable 


legacy left him? Ves: we all ſay it is ſacred; the 


perſon muſt have the benefit, and the laſt will and: 
teſtament of the teſtator Nut remain unalterable: 


the teſtament is in force by the death of the teſta- 
tor, and cannot be altered, 


with reference to the 
ft will of men that are dead: In like manner, 
Paul argues the ſacredneſs of the privileges of the 


covenant of grace, which he calls a teſtament * 


and teaches us that the privileges granted to Abra⸗ 
ham and his ſeed remain firm and unalterable to 
all the covenant- people 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom; holineſs, | and faith- 
fulneſs of God to ſet aſide this act of grace to his 
people. 
not en to ſtipulate for themſelves,” and there! 
fore they muſt be ſhut out from the covenant an 
its privileges? To ſuch the anſwer is ready «when | 
the Lord takes a perſon into the ſpiritual and in- 


ternal part of the covenant of grace, he requires his 
conſent-: but this covenant, as to its external pri- 


vileges and adminiſtration, is a merciful 
grant, which children of viſible believers 
title to, and are as capable of entering into covenant, 
in this regard, as ever. If they were capable of 
circumciſion, which was the: ſeal of the covenant 
under the ancient diſpenſation, they are capable of 
baptiſm, which is the ſeal of ren covenant under 
penſation. And if God was greatly 
offended with any that neglected the ſeat of che co- 
venant among the Jews +; is it not much more of- 
fenſive for Chriſtians, under the clear light of the 
goſpel, to deny that the children of believing pa- 
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Will any plead that children are 
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Th 2 Baptifin math, 


Ae baptized, in our Saviour's tirhe, att, 
for: that reaſon, repreſented as defpiſers af his 
ce *; what are they guilty: af that dany the 

Hattlatiter of baptiſm, the covenant of racers + as f 
geen ede - e arp eur F 


III. « By the prattice as; re-haptizing thoſe that 
have been baptized in their infancy, the nam 

ee and ordinance of God are — and the 

* eee ieee, are ſet bs agb, bn 


1 a hs name hed e God are di- 
den: bt ſuch à practice. If men ſhould exe | 
preſs a religious veneration for God's name and or- 
dinances, then a needleſs; is Wb als ef eons 

but to uſe the — - eee 
tepeating ing ſubject, ive 
' needleſs FP and-therefore-a-finful abuſe. of them. 
It is a practice without any divine warrant: it cans 
not ſerve any good intention: it is not an act of 
duty or obedience to God, but muſt be offenſive 
| | in his fight. Would it not therefore be very ſuit» 
—_ - | able for people who ſeem to malie light of fuch a 
=_ Practice, to conſider who: hath. required this at 
—_— mens hands? And whether God will have his 
—= work done by our rules? Or will accept —_— 
—_— our hands, which he hath ER" + 


SN. 0 the roforined churches ann ee. 
by this practice. No man can prove from | 
ture, 3 the body all over: ro, i 
neceſſary to the eſſence of — nor can they 


* apoſtolick praftice ; and yet the A. 
— thot withouy wanant, 


and 
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33 
and bb hearers, that ©* they hove ground, | 
in their Hearts, to judge fouls" to be gedly;'* 
who: do not po into their meaſuses; hut as 1, 
ate not baptized, (becauſe not plunged all evur in 
water) and as baptiſms is an iocrodurtion ins 
the viſible chureh, and eſſentiul to it, theꝝ very 
gravely communicate all the reformed — 
in the world; unleſs they will profane rhe ordiaance 
of God, by being re- baptined or plunged into es 
water, And tho? ſome, to ſerue their owny unde, 
may call as Chriſtian churches z when thoſe enn 
are ata ined, they teach their people that we and 
cour cengregitions ; we in the miniſtry and all our 
- churches; ate no viſible members nov churehes of 
Chriſt; but a number ef u fouls; und 
therefore unfit for their having cotumunion! at the 
Lord's table on any occafiow whate ven. All this 
is on account' of a mode of adminiſtration, ſetiimig 
themſelves up as infallible judges, and making 4 
mere uninſtituted mode o effential, I fly, as % 
excommunicate all the reformed churehes, tope- 
ther with their kings, and all in aurherity under 
them. But, methinks, t they miglit have 
enouph to ſtop their courſe a letle, and aſk them 
ſelves, whether it js not that ſome othery 
may underſtand Greelt and Latin, and ancient. eu- 
tems; as well as they? If they could betieve this, 
why ſhoul# they condemn and! the moſt re- 
 #ownedichurches in the werd as perverters of the 
holy inſtitution of Chriſt; beeanfe they do not 
| in the very fame mode cit they do? Doth - | 9 
the kingdom of God, in the luſt tithes; eonfilt W f 
æ more modꝭe of adininiſtration, - from _ ) 
ah other modes? If ir ddt there is 2 new thing 
| _ the ar * 
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„ fan Baptifin 1 
2 ſiles abhorred in their day. And I apprebend, 


oſe re-baptizers muſt needs take thoſe things for 


— — and important truth, reſpecting a mere 
. baptitm; and a mode eſſential to the be- 

ng of the ſacred ordinance, which neither they 
| — Fe have been able to prove; yet they 


are wiſe and good enough, to judge, -condemn; 


and excommunicate the whole refof med church | 
upon that account What ſect in the whole” re- 

formed world, can we more properly apply-the 
words of inſpired Paul to, than to ĩhaſe that prac- 


tiſed after this ſort? © Why is my liberty; judged 


*. of another man's conſcience ?” Why do they. 
walk uncharitably ? If they cannot — chil. 
dren, why do they excommunicate thoſe that are 


baptized, becauſe they are not plunged under wa- 


ter? Why is there this notorious, criminal judg- 
ing, cenſuring, and claſhing among thoſe that call 
themſelves Chriſtians? At what an unreaſonable, 
imprudent rate do they uſe their Chriſtian liberty? 
How will they give us good reaſon to believe that 
the learned part of them have acted in theſe things 
with Chriſtian fimplicity ? God grant, that they 
and we may conſider Chriſt as our judge, and that 


before him both parties ſhall ſtand as perſons to be 


tried, and to give an account, expecting our final 
Joon oom from him, which will be eternally conclu- 


ve. But, in the mean time, I muſt declare, that, 


28 I underſtand the ſcriptures, they are guilty o 
worſe than the Corinthian ſchiſm. For, the Co- 
rinthians, | tho? they, in the celebration of the ho- 
ly ordinance, fell into parties, continued to he one 
church; notwithſtanding their ſtrifes and diviſions, : 

there was no ſeparation from external communion : 
0 on N not unn — 
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but hold ſeparate communion from the whole Pro- 
teſtant church, and deny occaſional communion with 
their Chriſttian brethren” that differ from them in 


the mode of baptiſm, even tho! they profeſs agree 


ment with them in all doctrinal articles in general. 


How they, or any for them, can juſtify or excuſe 


ſuch a ſchiſm as this, is quite beyond my compre . 


henfion. Paul reckons all ſchiſm among the works 


of the fleſb®: and it ought to be really offenſive to 
all good men; for it gives great advantages to the 


enemies of the truth, and tends to render true re- 


1 5 oonemplüüble and vile before che world. 
- Us . Learn hence; 0 that it is a plain "MN 
te to beware of thoſe zealots who ſet themſelves up 


- againſt our Chriſtian practice of infant baptiſm, 


© to draw away difciples after them.“ Some in 
the apoſtles days, and afterwards, did pervert and 
ſtrain ſeveral ſcriptures to make them patroniſe their 
errors; thoſe that had been much eſteemed roſe 
up, and by their plauGble inſinuation, made divi- 
ſions among the diſciples of Chriſt, and brought 
them over to themſelves as heads of parties -f. 
How far this is the caſe in our day, and in theſe 
rts of the land, men will judge for themſelves. 
at T believe thoſe that have the intereſts of the 
true church at heart; thoſe that love the Redeem- 
er's cauſe, are in pain, and tremble for the ark. 
Arminianiſm Has long harboured itſelf under the 
roof, and claimed a kind reception among the re- 


Sorin churches, tho! its doctrines are contrary to 


all Proteſtant confeflions- of faith. Anf of late, 
Enthuſiaſm and Anabaptiſm have joined hands, 
do: . 3 Wet Orig ae ao This was 
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* fever, or parotiſm of xcal, to make proſelytes 
& ta their ſchiſtnatical, narrow 


none of us © fay, a canfederacy to them to wWhm 
«+ others fay/a confederacy x. Be not aſſociated 


poſſeſſed of in general, | {ts i 
Germany roſe up, and wrought woful tragedies in 


of their own, and committed many other abotni- 
nable deeds. I do not mention theſe laſt abomir 


| tice of excommunicating all reformed. churches 
that do nat run their dangerous lengths: and what 


ſtead of real Chriſtianity, leads and governs any 
part, whatever ? They who rend and tear the church 
of Chriſt to pieces, merely on account of the mode 
Face confirmed to them thereby, may . 


— 


x5 T/ant Boptiſm vindicated. 
very ſoen after the reformation from Po- 


pery began: and like thoſe that promated it then, 
10 now, a8 u learned and pious divine has obſer- 
ved, © the Avabaptifts are almoſt every where in 


| ty; quite op- 
poſite to the genius of the 0 of Chriſt. Let 


with them in their confederaeies againſt the cove» 
church of Jeſus Chriſt. We hold nothing in this 


ordinance. contrary to the inſtitution itſelf : no- 
thing as to the ſubject, but what we have ſupport- 
ed by the word of God; nothing but what has 
been perpetually obſerved in the Chriſtian church, 
and cunſtantly practiſed in the apoſtles time; no- 
thing but what the church has been peaceably 
„ until the Anabaptiſts in 


many places ; overthrew magiſtracy, ſet up a king 


nations, to inſinuate as if the Anabaptiſts in theſt 
de gone into the ſame practices. But they 
ve already ſet up the notorious ſchiſmatical prac- 


further may not be feared, when Enthuſiaſm, in- 
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being est eff From Chriſt and his goſpel Benefits} | 


. Whatever their pretences be. Would to God, thoſe 
„Gar are ſeized with this party fever, might be du! 

in ly ſenfible of che aims and ends that govetiv them, 

es An unlawful action cannot juſtify a good end; if EY 
* it would men thight lay che reins upon th neck | 
t Pt cheir corruptions without votitroul, aht kin. 

a & ur ranted in ſchifm and abel miſchief 

ed undet the gtaye preterite of 'ſecking the plery of 

© Ded; dtvaulydoing eib that goed aiight tome! 

be mech vile things Have been, cont tt meh beptees 

; tifed, wick abiihdandce' of Teeming love to/Chrift; 

o- und x preterided heart-breaking concern for pree. 
-t= | ous fouls, and win a tide f Wealz Nike a land- Hdd z; 
When all he how ſprings fry eie lere. and at 

h, 0 carry on byslends vr kuf or ptomote A 

o- | Khilm in tlie" ey "Chriſte" © 7 5 N 117 

fly Nn, ee let 0 4 e 

in But, leaving! Sen eth OOY Abet prereete mo 
in it is to look into e ſeerer/ thoughts of the Hearts 

ing | of all men, and to Jearth Hitt Allecheit prliiiples, 
ni: Wotives and ends; that Turk- in theit ininoſt!pares; j 
nir 1 f, leaving hem With God; Lapprehend it to e 
ef be your duty and mite; Ic t beha he, as to be — + » 
vey hs aiding n üben heir principles ot pre 
ac- = nb pr $ conniving at, or er them 

hes their deſign ae Tho" we muft Ne from cut- 
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the fin for the ſuke of the man. 644 knows whe. 

ther this Has not been a ſhare in Which ſotne Hive 

ten caught, round about you, as they ſuppdſe there 

s been almoſt 4 famithe bf the pure wörd ef life 

among them. But tio difficulty Hate ver can joſe Ps, 
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Mint Baptiſm vindicated. | 


_. © ſcripture ſchiſm : but, as a teſtimony of our on 
Abhorrence, and of our on innocence, ; we ought 
to ſay, as Jacob did in another caſe, unto their 
0 aoD. ul". fs 
This, my. brethren, I do urge upon you with ap 

| honeſt plain heartedne(s; and, in theſe diſcouiſes, J 
truſt that I ſpeak conſcientiouſly, as in the fight and 
Preſence of the omniſcient God. And, if you 
ſhould practically deſpiſe this counſel, you may ſee 
reaſon in the bitterneſs of your ſouls, to repent it 
when it is too late. You that are parents in parti- 
ſchiſm, ſee and feel reaſons of diſcouragement with 
ture ſchiſm, as tho it were a trifle, may draw o- 
tthers to treat it as ſuch; and, as one error leads to 
another, you may, in a ſhort time, think that your 
children ſtand upon a par with heathens , no cove- 


nant to plead in their, behalf; but they are left as 


the poor ſavages in the wilderneis to the uncove- 
nanied mercy of God, which muſt needs ,damp 
cheir ſpirits under ſoul concern, in pleading for the 

mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus. They could not 


plwKkEad their covenant relation to God as their father, 
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art the Lord my God 3. Ephraim is repres.- 
ſented as under conviRtion of 655 but not convert- 
ed; and yet, in his prayer for converting grace, he 
leads his viſible relation to God, as an argument 
— this mercy.— Add to this, if. you think light! 
of re- baptizing and conſequently treatitas a faiallt 
matter, you will eaſily come to think lightly of pro- 
faning the name and ordinance of God, and will 
naturally inſtill the ſame thoughts into your ng 
an really 8 ochers therein. 5 
e II. Let us ſhut'vp all with * "2 28 „ 
« exhortationꝰ, to A to Wurm 3 any o 
the church of hiſt, | 1 * 
1 „ Let perente make kold of the' covenant, not : 
* only for themſelves, but for their children alſo.” : 
1 apprehend there is great encouragement for be- 
lieving parents to make this attempt; for they are 
not only the bleſſed of the Lord themſelves, but 
their offspring with them. There is a blefling 
ciitailed from them to their offspring ; the feed 
« of the bleſſed of the Lord. God has been 
pleaſed to enter into covenant ' with you; and not 
with you only, but with your ſeed after you. With 
joyful and thankful entertainment of this covenant 
you ought to fall before God, as Abraham did 1: 
Or with Moſes under a ſenſe of ſpecial obligations 
for covenant bleſſing, ; behold, the heaven, and the 
heaven of heavens, is the Lord's; the earth alſo 
4 with all that therein is. Only the Lord had a 
delight in thy fathers to love them, and he'choſe * 
ie their ſeed after them, even you above all people, 
. as ty yer MON 12 "andils the ne God your 
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/ Exerciſe faith in a covenant God on their be- 
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duty reſpecting them. The people of God 
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covenant God, and the God of your ſeed ? Has he 
ut this honour . them as well as upon-you 


— 
* 
# F 


% half, in every caſe, and in every branch of your 


have exerciſed faith-vpon the covenant, in behalf 
of 'theit children. David founds his plea; for fami- 
ly bleſſings upon the covenant of promiſe, on 


e which God cauſed him to hope. He deſired 


no more, and expected no leſs. Let the houſe 
of thy ſervant be eſtabliſhed before thee; for 
ce thou, O Lord of hoſts, God of Iſcael, haſt re- 
« vealed to thy ſervant, faying, I will build thee 
<- anhouſe *. So albbelieving parents ſaquld look 
over the promiſes that God has made teſpecting the 
on children, as being part of the covenant which 
the Lord basmadewiththem: Let it pleaſe thee 


0 ble the houſe of thy ſeryans wich. thy: bleſ- 
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<« ſing, let the houſe of thy ſervant be truly and 
« -ettrnally bleſſed.“ And if you exergiſe faith in 
the promiſes for your children, you may entail very 
great bleſſings upon them, and live to ſes manꝝ . good 
chiags of the covenant! accompliſhed unto them, 


which will be matten of unſpeakable comfort to 


vou; if you ſhould leave them in an eib world, or 
Hltey die before you;. Ho. happy: would it be, 
if you could on good grounds view-yous ghildren, 
theſe olive plants round about your tables, likely to 
Mare in the ſpecial grace of the eovenant 1 8 They 
are branches of the good olive tree; andi to ſee them 
bid fair for trees of righteouſneſs: in the FR. ” 
: *2 3:4 be k 44 2% Wn OE nw. | ne. LA” ' 
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Conſider how che church is to be kept up, ina iuc- 
ceſſion, by the feed of the faithful; iaſtead of - 

the fathers ſhall be the children; as one gene- 

ntian paſſeth away, another generation ard coor, : 


* from eee, amy forever? 
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©, nant privileges and engagements,” Has God 
| entailed his covenant upon 
vileges and bleſſings? Then take heed that you 
do not live in the careleſs violation of: its ſolemn 


you in all its vifible pri- 


engagements, Deſpiſe not the grace of God that 


vou have received, but actually take hold of the 


covenant in your own perſons. Grace has hither- 


to prevented you ; has gone before, upheld, and 


| Hindened Your ruin. God: bas taken you into afa- 


miliar , covenant with hiaſelf, of bis own: mere 


mona diſtinguiſhing grace. You might have 
the uncircumciſed, without a.cavenant 


nant parents, and in having the ſeal of the core. 
fequently, it Will be a2 
aggravation of you fin; guilt and judgment, 


* profane Eſgu, deſpiſe y our birth- right. 


ſin and 


The contempt of ſuch: a e great 


diſheaour to God, and will add great v 


t. and enhance he reckoning 
You 22 of the viñ ble 
but if yon deſpiſa the: canctant af your God, 


you muſt be caſt into 
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muſt he cut off 2 if you. make liglit of it, or-reſt 
w your: external privileges, | 
yuh! darkness, while many ſhall come from tlie 
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Infant Baptiſm indicated.” 


a dae and Iſage, und Jacob, in the kibg dom 


© of heaven.” 
vriſe in time! 0 that they may take heed to tbem- 
ſelves in the day of gracious viſiiation; leſt they, 


127 O khat theſe children might be 


vho are an holy ſtock, ſhould be _—_ as abo 


minable branches My young! friends, if GO 


ſhould open your eyes, and convince you of ſin 


and miſccy; if he ſhould make you 
chat you have deſtroyed yourſelves, and that your 
righteouſneſſes are as wre rags, then plead the 
covenant of your God. | 
* nänt thou haſt made unto Abraham, and the 
«© land thou 
| * ever. 20 11 od 
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44 O that all the churches would exerciſe a ſpec ial 


watch over, and tender compaſſion” to the bil . 
* dren of the covenant.”. 
there has been a very great declenfion in theſe 
churches, particularly reſpecting their duty to- 
Wards baptized children, for many years paſt; 
And it may be worthy of their terious conſidera 
tion, Whether it is not partly owing to their ne- 
glect, that ſo many are guilty of deſpiſng the oath, 
and breaking the covenant'? Does it not decem 
evety particular church to take care that the bap- 
tied are brough 
nurture and admomiddon of the Lord? Surely heck: - 


T humbly apprehend. 


t up as children of God, in 


children are members of the viſible church j and 


4 


are not they committed to the care of the church? 
Does nat the church virtually promiſe to watch o- 
ver every child that is baptized in it? If ſo, it is 
the glory of the 1 to bring 
| OO EO ran: we tht al things, 


forth children, 


1 x ; 


u 
be the I 


© The 


which p 

is a ſorr. 
niſtry. 
cd to bu 

: receive t 


ful mini 


mation 


tion, ar 


them be 
our chil 


conſider 


might d 


generati: 


al want Baptiſm vindi WY 6 ; 


| ta the wa of means, are andes. that mi he 
| ve the 7205 A they : 


The general negle of 'that im important ry: 
which . and churches owe to their children, 
s a forrowful obſtruction to the ſucceſs of the mi- 

niſtry. Hence it comes to paſs,” that we are call - 
cd to build without a foundation; and our hearers 
receive the grace of God in vain. Probably faith- 
ful miniſters might do ten times more good than 
they do, were parents and churches duly attentive 


to teach and govern the children of the covenant. 


O that we might ſee a ſpeedy and thorough __ 
mation of family inſtruction, and church infj 
tion, and the well. ordering of both! An let 
them be excited to lay up a ſtock of prayers for! 
our children and the riſing generation. We ſhould 
conſider their covenant relation to God, and their 
extreme need of the efficacious grace of the cove- 
nant ; and let theſe be powerful motives in our 
hearts, to lay the hand of faith upon them, and 
pray that, as they riſe up and take our places, they 
might declare the n name of the Lord to $9420 a 
3 755 
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e EVERA 8 rncachs 
4 ed for Phitip Freeman of Boſton, a 
83 Pamphlet entitled, The Bocttine 
Ne 


5 of Believers Baptifan, by Immer. 
fan only; afſerted and maintain» 
T: 7 ed ; againſt the attempts of Mr. Jonathan Pars 


s, A. M. to invalidate it, Sc. By e 


a! M. late of Nau Hal, Ke. 4 yin 
This Pamphlet may be conſidered As na 


nary on many accounts: I ſhall mention ſome, _y 


follow, vis. 1. It is very confident and ofſuming ; 
and thereby it gives a clear view of the ſufficiency, 
temper, and religion of its author; and alſo of the 
deſpicable arts he has uſed to ſupport and propa» 


gate his favourite principles. 2. It has met with a 
tranſporting reception among ſome of thoſe whom 


I defigned to point out in my ſermons. In ſuch 


an extaſy were ſome, that they reported that Mr. 5 


Parſons was dead; and others, EN he was cut to 


a perſon as Mr, S. ſhould condeſcend to take fuch 


One would have thought that a perſon fo un- 


— — wo — 299 — — — — 2 —— 


= 


of 


paſt was publiſhs L 


pieces. 3. It is alſo remarkable, that ſo learned 


unwearied pains to convict an inconſiſtent, weak, 
unrighteous Smatterer, as he repreſents me to be. 


| PEE — as w e . 
1 deſign 


WG .APPENDIT., 
deſign of his ſettlement, and to introduce juſtifi- ſ _ 
"tation by the deeds of the law, might have been Iſl the or, 
dl etected, by thoſe that had lived under his mini- have t 
; ſtry above twenty years, without the help of his ſpect o 
» leatned pen. But, doubtleſs, Mr. S. confidercd I be wo 
the Preſbyterians at Newbury- Port, as a company to the 
of very weak and ignorant people; and therefore I accord 
that they ſtood in need of ſome able inſtructor to i fering 1 
teach them, and conſequently dare not refuſe his W cauſe t. 
aid. If it were not ſo, why ſhould he, with by the 
lo much ardour and pity; like a perſon. in diſtreſs, ¶ truth y. 
call upon them, once and again, to view me as aſWevils of 
poor, incunſiſtent, ſelf. contradictory writer ?—oneſWtention 
that ſhifts from ſide to fide ? preſuinptuous and ig. 
norant? — ſtrangely confounding the covenant of I. T. 
grace and covenant of works?— whoſe inconfiſten-¶ſays : 
ey is very evident? who twiſts, turns, and chan- great 
ges the order of Chriſt's commiſſion? -vindicates differ, 
His tenets only by unrighteous methods? - publickly of by 8 
patroni ges Arminianiſm, falſe docts ine, —bad di vi- that has 
nity—contrary'to.orthodoxv, &c. &c & CG I ay, mable li 
one would have thought that a per ſon of Mr. Sa perſon 
; . penetration might have ſeen it needleſs to take ſo Mr. S. d 
= much pains, and to do me this great honour; aadſWTrhat knc 
1 | _ abundance more of the like nature,——  -- Pudge fo 
£52554! e | ee * Py vy an 
But ſince he thought it worth while to tug hard Þim in n 
and twiſt into almoſt any Shape to miſrepreſentſſof infant: 
ane, and to gain his point in view; and has alſodiſcourſe: 
g ſent me one of his learned pamphlets, containing weight o 
5 fifty fix pages, beſides the preface, he may poſſi main tru! 
bly think more highly of himſelf, than he onght,ſginal note 
ff there is no publick notice taken of it. But ! vhich, a 
* | hope the reader will not deſpiſe the good caute 1Þion: but, 
mae humbly attempted to defend, on account ofmy reade: 
= T5 eb F en en 
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ſtifi-⸗- 1 8 | | . 

been the great abilities of my antagoniſt.” Let bim not 

nini- have the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with” te | 

f his I ſpect of perſons; for, if that ſhould be the caſe, 3 
lercd I be would not judge of the controverſy according 4 


n 


pariy to the evidence brought in favour of the truth, but 
eforc ¶ according to the eſteem he has of the perſon of- 
or to fering it. Truth has often run great hazards, be- 
ſe his cauſe the perſon that vindicates it is not eſteemed 
with by the perſon that reads it. But if you will make 
Kreſs, I truth your greateſt advantage, I need not fear the 
e as a evils of your cenſure. In hopes of a candid at- 
one] tention in the reader, I ſhall now begin; and 


es * 


rr 7 * 
a +. F _ s. 5 
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ant off 1. Take a glance upon Mr, $'s preface. He 
-Miays'** a good name is rather to be choſen than 
great riches.” - - Agreed: but perhaps we ſhall . 
differ, if I tell him, that the good name ſpoken ' 
of by Solomon, is a name for good things; a name 
that has its foundation laid in an innocent, unbla- 
able life and converſation; a name that renders 
a perſon truly worthy of honour, And whether 
r. S. deſerves a good name, in this ſenſe, thoſe 
hat know him perſonally, and his readers, will 
judge for themſelves.— He complains of a hea» 


licates 
plickly 
di vi. 
I ſay, 
Ir. &“ 
ake ſo 
1, and 


vy and unjuſt charge” alledged by me againſt 
> hard, | im in my diſcourſes at Haverbill, on the ſubject 
preſent of infant · baptiſm, But I know of nothing in thoſe. 
1as al ſofdiſcourſes that he needs to groan under, but the 
tainingſ{weight of the arguments I adduced to ſupport the 
v poſli-l ain truths exhibited, —But Mr. S. meant'4 mar- 
ought,ſinal note concerning a zealous anabaptiſt teacher, 
But which, as it is offenſive, I drop in the ſeconded» 
caufe Iion: but, inſtead of it, I think myſelf bound to give 
ount offÞmy readers a few ſcraps of hiſforical truths, whien 
th: 


Pollbiy may be as dilagiecab.e as the! n ? 
6 e | 7. 0 
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parts, was to preach Chriſt among poor people 


to place, until the ben fall of the year, when he 
if theſe things were ſo, I was willing, upon cer: 


to one miniſter and one ruling'elder, I told them 
profeſſed deſign was. I read him both of the let 


tious manner of writing as to his ſentiments about 
baptiſm; and took the letters with a low bow.- 


5 nope en young men, as well as others, zeafſ} , 
was very zealous; but he muſt not take it ill c 


me, if 1 alſo told him that he appeared raw in d 
Unity, and that fuch preaching as J had * 
a5 5 | | | . 5 ol 


10 Sopverſation, more than two years ago, 4 From 
profeſſed baprif# very frankly told me, that he figs. 


. © looked upon a particular mode of: baptiſm, as prea- 


« diſtinguiſhed from other modes, not at all eflen« W ful t 


© tial to the being of that ordinance ; and that he to & 


<« could freely join with us in the facrament of the ¶ and 
4 Lord's ſupper. About the ſame time, the 
fame candid perſon told another miniſter, and ſe- 
veral others, that he could freely baptize the in- 
fants of believers, either by ſprinkling or affuſion, 
if the parents deſired it;——He alſo told me, that 
the defign of his taking a long journey into theſe 


that could not procure preachers.—That he de- 
fired, to this end, to travail down to the eaſtern 
ſettlements, and preach among them, from place 
Mould return back to the Jerſeys. I told him, 
tain conditions, to write in his favour. He ex 
preſſed his thankfulneſs; and mentioned his defire 
of my writing ſeveral times.—Accordingly I wrote 
In my letters, who the bearer was, and what his 


ters, and he expreſſed his approbation of my cau 


I then took him alone, and told him that I wa 


ous in religion: but that zeal without light was 
very dangerous thing. That I had obſerved hr 


——— — — 


80, 4 From im did not dead to ſerve kis PAK. 8 


ht figen, Therefore Þ nrged him to ſtudy more, and 
im, as preach leſs; and told him, if he would be faiths 
eſſen ful to his pretenfions, ard cloſely apply himfelf 
hat he eo ſtudy, I was willing he ſhould keep the letters, 
of the and go forward;,——VUpon this he expreſſed his 


e, the 5 to take my advice: and told me he ex- 


ind ſe - pected to ſet out towards tlie en mn 
che in- W e inn Ko. Sc. 


e, that, 114 this acovinty oh arty fully ſuiafied FEW eln 1 
o theſe pot ane idea conmunicuted, but what was conveyed 
Peg 7 in converſation, beſides many more which I oinit 


for the ſake of brevity, But if the caſe ſhould 
eaſtern hereafter call for it, I expect many other things 
n place will be produced, and, if need be, ſworn to, 
hen he which may give further light reſpecting a certain 
d him] perſon, Who ſeems to ſet a great price upon a 
on cer good name. Whether this view of the caſe ſuits 
He ex better than the marginal note, Mr, S. and his 
is deſirt 
I wrote 
d them, 
phat hö 
the let 5 
yy cau Viz: 
ts about 
bow .- 
it I wa 
rs, Zea 


noiſe about it, and he has infinuated in his preface, 
that I did not believe myſelf, I think duty has 
called me to publiſh theſe hints: and if he can 


Wi mi Hit in altum Abit, recidet 5 in caput qu. 


4 When Thad rarefully real ac Mc. S's wor- 
derful piece againſt my viadiantion aſus doctrine 


it lll ; one of the Fathers; corrodunt non corrigumt; cor 


4 bear Vw, who as, ' Tore welt and I 8 


= 
nt * 


vs» 


friends may judge. Since they have made a great 


conſtrue Latin, be may think of what follows, 


of infant-bapti jm, it put me in mind of a ſpying of 


reptores, immo corruptores. | And alſo, of Saus 
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burnt-offering,” i e. he did it without à divine Wars 


rant; and it proved to his own hurt, And theſe 


two Wag Ileave, for the preſent, to Mr. S's more 


ſober reſſection. But the reader muſt allow me 
to obſerve, that the many noiſy exploſions of his 


heart, (ſometimes pitying my ignorance; at other 
times accuſing me, of uſing uncighteous: methods 
to accompliſh my deſign ; then attacking my ſen- 
timents in divinity, and anon, chargiog me with 


inconſiſtency; pitying my poor deluded people, 


and warning them to take heed, Gc. Cc.) I fay, 


the many things of this nature, often repeated æwirh- 


out evidence, are evident marks of great diſtreſs, 
= lond calls to his dear brethren for their help.— 


Yet, if he ſhould be more noiſy Rill, * repreſent 


me in darker colours, (if that can be) 1 4 y God 
to grant him the ſpecial knowledge of the ſaving 


truth; and hope, through grace, I ſhall always be 


able to ſay, meam injuriam patienter tuli; injuri- 
am contra ſpouſam Chriſti ferre non potut Ps ſhall 
endeavour to bury his mean inſults upon me in for- 
getfulneſs ; but his injuries done to che important 


truths of Gop, and the cauſe of the great Redeemr 


er, are inſufferable. And, in vindication of my 


arguments for the truth, againſt his wild excepti- 
ons, the reader ought not to be offended if I am 


led to expole Rap, 


He ſpends the 975 page 5 his 3 chief. 
ly in endeavouring to perſuade his readers that 1 
am inconſiſtent with myſelf, But for his help to 


a good underſtanding of Engliſh, and for the be- 


at a loſs about the 
inform them, that by 


1 ae and by the ſeal or mark of induction in- 
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nefit of others, who —_ 
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to the church, &c. I mean the ſanie that every 


wars WW honeſt perſon means, if he underſtands Engliſh, 
theſe WW vis. Performing the firſt rite unto qualified ſub- 
more i jects; or putting the mark, token, or ſeal upon 
me them, and thereby making their right mani fe. 
f his This, applied to baptiſm, is marking out and ma- 
other IM nifeſting the perſons baptized, to be what they 
thods really are, viz. Members of the viſible church. 
ſen - ¶ By that inſtituted rite; they are ſolemnly admitted, 


with becauſe, in a qualified ſenſe, they were members 


ople, before; as a child born in an army is enrolled be- 
I fay, N cauſe he is the king's ſoldier, &e.— 
wither WW hope, Will help Mr. S's underſtanding: : and if it 
ſtreſs, ſhould, poſſibly he may ungerſtand what follows; 
Ip: vis. If Knoten qualifications make perſons members 


reſent MW of the viſible church; then baptiſm does not male 


God them members of the viſible church: but known 
aving I qualifications make them members of the viſible 
ys be church; therefore baptiſm does not nate them 


wut he has this mark or ſeal put upon him, becauſe, 


m, or to ini! late vn by i ſeat of the couenant. 


32 A+ 4 * 


1 Shall Te enter upon _ bn deration of 0 


ients in favour of infun-baprilin; 5 And 


hings, which, if he had proved, it might ſerve his 
purpoſe. P. b. he very confidently aſſerts that no 
perſons have a right to the ſign of memberſhip 
vithout (before) — make a profeſſion of faith 


—ͤ—ũE6ͤ.: —— — — — 


This hint, I 


o. Tis granted ; baptiſm is a ſolemn 1ite of ad- 
miſſion; or an, enrolment of the party baptized ; 


in a qualified ſenſe, he was a e e before: 
otherwiſe, it wand be abſurd to admit or enroll. 


main things intended by Mr. S. againſt my n 


that 1 mY in: the firſt argument he offers en | 


and 
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and repentanee. Te prove this he adduces Af, 
ii 38. and viii, 37. But if Mr. S. would prove 
any ching from thgfScriptures, I ſuppoſe it is, that 

| thoſe Jews to whom Peter preached, and theEunuch 
who fought to be baptized by Philip, were requi- 
red to profeſs faith and repentance, And what is 
hat to the purpoſe ? Will he argue that the adult 
muſt profes faith and repentance, in order to bap- 
tiſm ? And who does he oppoſe in it, unleſs it be 
a man of ſtraw of his own making ? But will it 
follow that, becauſe the adult are to profeſs faith 
and repentance in order to baptiſm, therefore their 
children have no right to baptiſm? If Mr. S. would 
do any thing againſt my argument he muſt ſhow 


 ._ that'the covenant of promiſe to men in a church- 


Nate, does not comprize their children: or that 
none but thoſe who are capable of profeſſing faith 
are taken into covenant with God. Whereas, had 
be honeſtly conſidered the 39th verſe of that 24 
cChapter, the maſk would have dropt and diſcovered 
bis weakneſs. Repent and be baptized, Sc. For the 
pPeramiſe is unto you and to your children, and to al 
that are afar off, even os many as the Lord out 

_ God bell call. In theſe words of the Apoſtle, the 
reader may ſee an ee baptiſm, ta- 
Een from a covenant-privilege, which is ſet forth 
as it was extended to the Jetos, and to their chil- 
dren; and then to the Gentiles, when they ſhould 

be called into the fame church ſtate that the Jeu 
were in at that time. The call here ſpoken of 
ua mean an effectual call, ſuch as is proper to 
them that are ſanctißed by the holy Spirit: for » 

- "It were ſo, the vibe token of memberſhip, would 
be limited to the invißble church. But it is a cal 
| unto a church-ſtate, ſuch as the Jus did enjoy # 
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1 mee Hence, the reader may top the force of | 
ent is this, Viz. ** Thoſe have a right 
to baptiſm, unto whom the covenant of promiſe be- 


Peter's argum 


Jongs : but this covenant belongs to all in the viſi- 


ble church, and to their children.“ None can deny 


the firſt propoſition, unleſs they oppoſe the Apoſtle 


bimſelf. And as to the ad propoſition, that the co- 
yenam compriſes children with parents, the Apoſtle 


plainly ſhowvs : for when he ailigns che 


place 
to the Jews, and takes in their ehren, he refers to 


the promiſe of God's covenant in Gen. xvii. . And 
as hs bleſſing of the Abrohamick covenant run to the 


Jews and their ſeed, until hey were broken off, ſo 


it was to come upon the Gentiles, who mice theix 
far fron Cod, and 1 his covenant; but to be 
be 1h in. ruen they and. their chillen. 


- What Mr. 8. would repreſent of me, (Page 6 


and, gives me ns pain. It is common wi 
weak people, for want of argument, to make uſe | 
of many bugbeur words, there by to alarm their 
eee 1'ars willing to hope that it was 
8 
nant of grace, that led him to repreſent me as an 
Armini an, holding dangerous doctrine; giving wp. 
the important daltrine of regeneration ; teachi 
joey: the deeds of the lam; fubrerting 
the very Foundation of my jet tlement at N EWBURE'; 
and vagiotaining total apotaſy from the grace-ot 
with many other ſentences 3 
falſe terror. 1 Gay, that I am willing to hope 
the moſt charitable fide ; had it not been — 
that he expected to make great advantages to him - 


ſelf by eve falſe alarm. The reader may preſent- 
2 ba 


ly ſee 2 all theſe A are 
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profound ignoranoe of the extent af the c 


=, 


ders, and groundleſs charges ; tending neither to 
| belp his cauſe, : nor uphold that good name, which 


he profeſſed to value above great riches, in his firſt 
In the next place, upon my firſt argument, he 


—_— .--- u boggles, and ſtarts at my aſſerting that the Abra- 
= 0 bamicꝶ covenant is the covenant of grace. Now, 
= although I offered light enough to prove this truth, 

under the 24 head of my firſt argument, to ſatiſ- 
fy a ſerious reader; yet, as further evidence, you 

may take what follows, via. 1, That covenant 
wherein God makes over himſelf to a perſon, is 
2M the covenant of grace; but God made over himſelf 
= ' - unto Abraham and to his ſeed, in that covenant 


bam, Gen. xvii. 7. therefore that covenant is the 


; muſt be true; becauſe, ſince the fall of Adam; God 

Iz not the God of any out of Chriſt. The minor, 

. or 24d propoſition is expreſsly aſſerted in the text 

referred to: and therefore the conſequence is 

unavoidable.— 2. That covenant which repre- 

- ſents God as ſhewing mercy to ſinners, is the co- 

venant of grace: but the Abrahamick covenant re- 

preſents God in this view, Exod. xxxiv. 6. there- 

| fore. it is the covenant of grace. There is no me- 

Aaiator, no peace with God, no pardon of . fin held 

forth in the covenant of works: But theſe bleſſings 

are held forth in the covenant made with Abraham 

and his ſeed.—— 3. That covenant to which the 

typical ſacrifices did belong is the covenant of grace: 

büt the typical ſacrifices did belong to the Abra- 

'. bamick covenant : therefore it is the covenant of 
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which he eſtabliſhed between himſelf and Abra- 


*., = _ Covenant of grace. The major, or firſt propoſition 
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e eee to the great ſacrifice of Chriſt, and its 125 
bleſſed effects. They were to ſhew men that 
without ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion of 

ſins. And God ratified this covenant by blood, 

which he ſprinkled upon the book of the law, 

as it lay upon the altar, to conſecrate it to ſacred 

uſe, as containing the covenant, in which God was 

one party ; and ſprinkled it allo upon the people 

as the other party in that covenant, typically repre- 

ſenting that the covenant between God and belie- 

vers ſhould be confirmed by the blood of Chriſt, 

Exod. xxiv. 5, 6, 7. Heb. ix. 19. Hence, the law. 

in its adminiſtration was never intended by God to 
ſet forth a covenant of works, but the covenant of 5 
grace. And it is uſually called a covenant, ſee Deut. 
xxix. 10, 11. Chap. xxvi. 17, 18. befides other | 
ſcriptures;—— 4. That covenant which binds to 

the obſervation of the ceremonial law, is a cove- 
nant of grace: but the Abrahamick covenant bound 
the people of God, under the former diſpenſation, 
to obſerve the ceremonial law: therefore it was 
the covenant of grace. —— 5. That covenant 
which God made with Mofes, was the Covenant of 
grace; for Moſes was a believer, Heb: xi. 23. 1 
the covenant which God made with Moſes, 

made with all Iſrael, Brod. xxxiv. 27,28. there 
fore it was the covenant of berg 


. 


-Heriay offered theſe arguments very briefly, i in 
addition to the evidences in my Sermon, I ſhall 
endeavour to collect Mr. S's objections in the fair- 
eſt! light I am able, out wy ſo nan An as 
pages aver And bere . 


1 If he is incelgl, I think he jets (P. 76. 
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und 11. and many other places) that if the covenant 
of grace. was made with, Abraham and his feed, 


then ſome that were effectually called, might af- 


ter wards fall away, and finally periſh. . This he 


Juppotes Mr. P. would not chooſe to aſſert: but 
yet ſuppoſes it muſt be the conſequence of my opi- 
nion reipeCting the Abrahamick covenant. And to 
ow that all the children of believing parents can't 
be included in their parents covenant, (without 
final falling from grace) he ſeveral times over men- 
tions Ißſbmael, Haphni, Phineas, and others, as 
perſons that were not included in the covenant 
With their patents; or if they were, then that the 
final perſeverance of the ſaints is not true. This 
again he intimates, that I ſhould not readily and 
openly profeſs whatever my private opinion might 


be, ſince I have openly profeſſed, and zealouſly 
maintained the final perſeverance of the ſaints, ar 


ET 


Now, whatever my preſent ſentiments ate, re: 
Ipecting the total apoſtaſy of ſome that have been 
ALaviagly converted, Mr. S. knows, at leaſt he ought 
to have known before he commenced an author, 
that other divines, of much greater importance to 
the church than eicher of us, have held the final 


F of the ſaints; and yet have conſtant- 


y aſſerted that the children of believers are inclu- 
ded min the covenant of grace with their parents — 
I here fore, if, upon this head, he would: have faid 


any thing zee/y. to anſwer his deſign, he ſhould 


have proved, it that were poſſible, that none but 
thoſe, who are effectually called, are included in 


the covenant of grace. But this he has not once 
nnen 
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Tho- . Ane 3 
to ſupport this his ant iſeripturai cavil, L fhall, for 
the ſake ob thaſe readers thay fincerety'deſire to em- 


brace- thor truth, offer a four ang funden vir. 


| J. 1 is very Sen es the Scriptares, _ 
© the covenant of believing 
It took im all the natural feed of 


rents. takes in all 
« their ſaed. 
Abraham by Sarah, Rom. ix. 7, 9. Tho but few 
of them, comp ared with the whole, partook of the 
internal and keg bleſſings of the covenant of 
grace, yet all who defcended from Abrabam in the 
line of 1/aac and Jacnb were the children of God, 
adopted into his family, which compriſed the whole 
body of the Fews ; and they all enjoyed the tem- 
poral and the external bleflings of the covenant, 


Joh. viii. 33, 37, 39. 1/Emactalſo was in covenant 
at the time of his circumciſion, and his circumct- 


ſion was a proof of it, Gen. xvii. 11. And he con- 


tinued in covenant, until, by God's ſpeci 
mand, he was caft out for mocking, his brother, 
Gen. xxi. 9, 10, 12. In like manner God will ra. 


clude thoſe from his covenant, who ſeek to be juſ- 
of 


tified: by the law, and deſpiſe therrightegoſa 
Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. iv. 29, 30. There are two ſorts 
of people in the vifible church : one ſort walketh 
in the ſteps of faithful Abrabom, aadd the other 
fort watketh after the fleſh: and this will 
be the caſe to the end of time. A n 


viſible church are called ſons of God, children of 

the covenant, becauſe they are diſtinguiſhed with 

W privileges, as the fa- 
vourites 
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Sourites of en; Rom. ix. 4. They enjoy, the 
viſible tokens of the divine preſence, in oppoſition 
to thoſe that are not in the viſible church. do all 
che, Iſruelites were Jews outwardly, Deut. xiv. 1. 
Mat. viii. 12. Acts iii. 25. And this was not only 
true of the Jews, but it is now the privilege of 
the Gentiles, who were ſtrangers to the covenant 
of grace in its various editions, until they were 
called: into a viſible church-ftate, Eph. ii. 12, 19. 
Gal. iii. 26. I preſume no perſon (except it be 
an Antinomian) will venture to ſay that all thoſe 
who were called into a church- ſtate at Fypbeſus, 
were effeFually called by he holy Spirit. Eſpecially, 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, with any colour of reaſon, 
that the Galatian converts, who forſook Faul, and 
followed the judaizing teaches: and Ambre 
their pernicious errors, were ſavingly converted to 
God. Their ſurpriſing conduct againſt that emi- 
nent apoſtle was from evident hatred to the truth ; 
particularly, to thoſe great doctrines which he af- 
lerted and maintained againſt thoſe chat preached 
another goſpel. Nevertheleis, they were members 
of the viſible church, and the covenant people of 
God. And, as choſe hypocrites were in covenant 
for out ward privileges, ſo the: covenant included 
their ſeed with them, as to ſuch = as my 
as 5 they wok _ effecually- called. 


I 
_— 


1 1 M. vißbl⸗ Werte embers e 8 on 4 
: heir covenant relation to God; they and their 
hbilaren. None but thoſe that were in covenant 
could be caſt out, 1 Cor. v. 12, 13. The juriſdiction 
of church-rulers doth not extend to the heathen, 
but to the covenant people of God. Thoſe that are 


or out of covenant are — to the ces of 
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God in the adminiſtrations of his providence”: but 
thoſe that are the covenant people of God are: caſt 
out, when they appear to be irrecoverable, S0 
Cain was caſt out of the church, Gen. iv. 11, 14. 
And this is an immoveable evidence that he was in 
covenant with God, until, . for his bloody crime 
againſt his þrother Abel, he was caſt out The rejec- 
tion, both of Cain and Iſhmael,” neceſſatily infer 
their being members of the viſihle church. They | 
were both in covenant with God; but when the 
caſt them out, they were not to be looked upon in 
covenant any longer; nor could they lay claim td 
any covenant-privileges.” The doe is true of the 
whole nation of the Fews'; they and their ſeed. 
Once they were a cholen nation, A peculiar ople, 
ſeparated-to God as his covenant people; Jewrby 
nature, and not finners of the Genres; To them 
did bclong all the precious external privileges of the 
church of the living God, Rom. ix. 4. Deut. xxix. 
12, 14, 15. —and yet very few of them were fi 


nally faved. And thoſe that rejected Chriſt, and 


continued to do ſo; after he tarde: in the. ficth and 
was crucified, were caſt out of the church; and 


God has publickly diſowned them and their chile 
_ dren for his people, unto this day !—FThe'ſameaw- 


ful eee ls againſt the Gentile church; and 
it may be juſtly expected that the threatening will 
be executed, when and where, and ſo _ as their 
Hate and conduct call for it, n A. 5. i 

Bot fays Mr. 8. by Mr. Ms help, if hi caſe s 
as I have repreſented it, then, 1. Some that are juſ- 


tified and ſanCtified uy be finally loſt. And 2. tha 
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demned :: they. could go. Aicher i hewran: nor 


_ he}, Sc. vid. P. 1114. And the reaſon he gives 
i n ant of Ae covenant. 


cs To the fall of theſe TionGuar ; the man 
race hath fun parts, anfwerablle to the promiſes 
contained in it. The promiſes of —— {ance 
eification, and everlaſting bleſſedneſs are incxpreii» 
by the moſt excellent. But there are ſpiritual 
eve and warldly good things allo, compriſed 
in the covenant of grace, 1 Tim. 4. 8. People may 
be, and have been in the covenant of grace for {pi 
ritual privileges, who Bever were, or will be juſti- 
fied, ſanctifſed and glorißed, Rom. iii. 1, 2. Hof, 
Vi. 12. Ram. ix. 4. All che ſeed of betievers arg 
taken into the outward privileges of the covenant ; 
and they may and ought: to claim them as their 
right, againſt all that any man can offer to oppoſe 
it, unleſs, 2 oY _ . ee 


b 5 = 1 Is 
| Siu wo 0 i} 12 152 e 7 "hy Þ > + $7 
l But Ares, bela fs not true) W vont - but 


belieyers are included in the covenant of grace 3 
even then it would appear, that thoſe who are not 
2 called are in the covenant of grace: 

God gives the character of helie vers, ſaints, 
Alliſeciples, choſen penple, holy nation, &c. to thoſe 
that are not effectualſy called. See Deut. vii. 6. 
Ch. xxvi. 19. Adds ix. 32, 4 1. Ch. viii. 12, 13, 21. 
Ch. iv. 4. P/. lxxviii. 34. Luk. viii. 13. 1 Cor. xiv. 
32. . theſe and other ſcriptures, too many to 
de named, it a — ee es 
mant of grace privileges, who are not 
ſavingly — per 17 indeed, to reſtrain the 


. 0 — ſenie that Mr. F. 
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phioly re ſtrains it, will involve him in thoſe ab- 
furditics,, which neither he nor his brethren will 
eaſily get rid of, — What will they da with thoſe 
covenant breakers, Pal. bexviik. 10, 37 ? And 
were not thoſe in covenant with God, who are 
threatened with a curſe, Fer. xxxiv. 18, 19, 2098 

Or what will they do with thoſe hypocrites that are 
in the world > Dath not God often complain of hy- 
rites in the church; who yet have foe; fort. of 
and ſome of them the moſt confident of be- 
ry Ger And are not fuch as theſe in covenant. 
with God, Fial. bexviit, 8,10, 36, 37 f--Beſides all 
this: if the covenant is extended to none but thoſs 
that: are effedza/ly called, what can Mfr. S. and his 
Anabaptiſt brethren do in dar e Can the 
certainly. know: that every perfor they lead ta re» 
nouncs their infant - Baptiſm, 2 a profeſſion 
of faith and repentance, is effectually called? Felug * 

Chriſt indeed, might have ſaid this with certainty, 
becauſe he new p.y was in man, and could diſ- 
: ew pen er reak and w3fble Chtiſtians. But, 
"a we may haue a judgment af diſcretion re ſpect· 
an ing the fate of others, tet who, except forne ex» 
tavagant enthuſtaſt, will pretend to the infallible 

nau ledge of the brethren? And if we. can gu no 


s I further than 3 judgment of diſcretion, how can a 


h ole faving change be the graund upon which the pri- 
vilege of baptiſm is wav Ty Or if a ſaving changs 
s the graund, how then can fallible 3 ba 
wes tize at all? Will they fay, we mult act u the 
= viſibillty of their being in covenant with God? 1 
ein iſſue with them, and have proved already, that 
the feed. of uißᷣble believers are as porn Lo in TO 
wa TIER parents. 2 
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Hence it follows, chat a perſon may be under the 
"hw, as a covenant of works, and yet have a good 
right to the external privileges of the covenant of 
grace. It was obſerved, in my firſt Sermon, that 
FI as to the fate of perſons, all are either renewed or 
Anrenewed, and, in that ſenſe, they cannot be under 
9 both covenants at once; that if they are effectually 

called they are not under the law, as à covenant of 
works; but if they are not effectually called, they 
are ſtill under the law: But the antinomian conſe= 

- quence is no true conſequence, vis. That an uncon- 
verted perſon is, in no reſpects, in the covenant of 
race: for an unconverted perſon may have as 
plain, full, and revealed right to the ſpiritual privi- 


es of the covenant, as one that is effectually not ſe; 
called. If he is one of thoſe whom God has ſepa- bottom 
rated from the world to himſelf, he muſt have a: had be 
good a viſible right to ſome external e as ſigned 
A beſt man in the world. Neri mand | 
* | ſealed 

Therefore, what Gas of hi cmpobilit of vere et 
being! in the covenant of grace, and not falling from r 
the grace of effectual calling? May not a perſon po 155 
have a revealed covenant right to common mercies , 888 
and outward goſpel privileges, and never be juſti- iche 
. fied before God by the perfect righteouſneſs off * 
Chriſt; never be renewed and ſanctified by the (be fide: 


holy Spirit; and therefore. never be glorified inf 7 
another world? Even Mr. S. would not chôoſe ] Pamph 
to ſay openly that all he plunges under water © will . 
“go to heaven ;” and yet they are, in his ß 

pinion, the a people of God, when he 1 
'-; rovnlled upon them ſacriiegiouſiy to renounce the That 


| 55 Covenant and turn Anabaptiſts. And whether thoſe — * 
72 converts to * party 1 mg ll go to heaven or hell, thoughts 
v5: al —_—_ | 1 er 
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z00d the covenant, of grace, who ſhall never enter into 
t of the kingdom of glory. 133 7 * i 


H ⁵ TT 
dor But then we meet with repeated difficulties pre- _ 
nder ended about Adam, Abel, Enoch and others, (as | - 

many as you pleaſe) before; Abraham's day, that 4 
were ſavingly converted. And will the reader | 4 
allow me, on this occaſion, to uſe the words of my | | 
learned antagoniſt ? Then 1 ſhould, ſay, it is mere 
con- 72i/e without ſubſtance.:; For God brought Adam, 
nt of Hel, and Enoch, under the covenant of grace, in 

both its parts. The ſame covenant was made with 
them, that was made with Abraham, tho' it was 
not ſealed by circumciſion. Circumciſion was 
bottamed upon the command af God; i. e. if there 
had been no command for it, no man might have 

ſigned the covenant with ſuch a ſeal; but the com- 
mand had relation to the covenant which was not 

ſealed before. All thoſe, before Abrabam, that 


” | of were effectually called, and ſo were intereſted in bot) ; : 
Com parts of the covenant of grace, are doutbleſs round | 


about the throne, . ſaying, with a loud voice, worthy 
eis the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and oY 
juſti-vriches, and honpur, and glory, and bleſſing,” E 


- After Mr, S. has ſpent about a page together 
(beſides the general tendency. of the moſt of his 
ſe ! Pamphlet) to miſinform his readers about the co- 
venant of grace, he returns back to the member- 


EyrrhhhhhhRRffEr 8 | ; 
e the That I might not render my Appendix extreme lengthy, 1 =_ 
thoſe do but hint at things. But if God ſhould ſpare and enable | og A 

1 me, I am willing, upon proper encouragement, to publiſh py „ 
he » thoughts more largely, as I have lately had à call to open them 3 
ei 49 my ann people, | e ENS ; 
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ip of children ; and, with the help o of Mr. Mor< 
3B gen, injudiciouſly ciouſiy, tho Pe warmly, argues in the 
3 | following manner, viz. . Thatlaw which gave be» 
e ing to infant memberſhip and circumciſion, is a+ 
* boliſhed'by divine authority, as part ofthe form- 
e er adminiſtration. This (ſays he) muſt be 
d c granted, or elſe cireumciſion is yet in force.“ 
But he has proved wether that the law which gave 
being to infant memberſhip is aboliſhed ; nor, that 
oireumciſion muſt be in force, provided the law 
Which gave being t0 infant-memberſhip is not a- 
-+bolithed ; - unlets che important — 1 'methinks, 
will prove it, Perhaps be did not expect his road- 
ers would 8 law ef church memberſhip 
Was one thing, and the initiating feal is another. 
The ſubjects are the ſame that chey were under the 
_ former diſpenſation of the covenanit, tho“ the ea! 
of induction is changed from circumcifion to bap- 
iſm. - The abolition of circumciſion as a type, did 
not aboliſh the initiating ſeal of the covenant, nor 
eaſt the children ef belivoving paretits out age, 
venant. As they were * 4 into covenant h 

= Aua, that has — fepenled: ſo they moll b 
_ | 'Ggned or marked out Yor the Lord, as members of 
_ 2: = bus family, or ſubjects af his kingdom ; For, ever 
ſince God took a people to himſelf out of the loins 
; of Abrabam, he bas appointed a ſeal, and ordered 
the time of its adminiſtration. A man that hath 
ea grant from king or ſtate, hath 5% falle right 
eto the ſeal; 'and/the-right neceſſarily follows up- 
on the grant, tho“ he Wi * * a —— * 

. e before he police it. 


n dent attempt, which is from Heb.wiil. 8,19; 
. 2 WI, & as as little 40 Ss 
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if the mojfaick difponſation,\with all its rites, cer 
monies, and inſtitutions, is now iſet aide 7 This 
will give no evidence at all, that the children of 
believing? 
Apoſtle calls it . a wew-/cavenant; in that he thath 
e macde the firſt aid.“ But this cannat veer to 
the covenant of gracr and the wovenant of works; 


or to two uiſlindt covenants; for then it would 


follow; in then former caſe; that there was no wo- 
venant of goon ave tewea lod to men before the news 
teſtament iſpenſation; and in the Jatter, that all, 


in the new-teſtament times, who enter ãnto cove- 


nant, do keep covenant); bot all in old - te ſtument 
times were covenatit-breakers,” Bat the comrary 
to bath thoſe things are -cvidemly rue. There 
worte ſome that kept covenant in ol8-ceftament 


times, 'Pfal. xliv. 17. and clit. wy; and chere are 


ſome covenant-breakers under he prefort-diſpen- 
ſation of the:covenant,” 1 Vm. d. d 2. The lov 


was Written in mens hearts under che former di 


penſatien, Deut. wen: 6: Y/as. ia. 3. Hence, the 


olthefe that is-abolithed is only-in-cireumſtances, = 
then<clorhed 


| N ging covenant 


terme en Olvift's part, forgiveneſs of ſins and e- 
tornal he. Both are ene and the ſame on anan's 
x wehe juſt ved by faith under the Fi 


is * whoſoover believeth lin thin hall reveiverthe 
romilſion of "fits Boch are one ant the fans 


Wied on one ani 9 Job. * 
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parents are caft out of -covenant, The 


the ola and yewrovenatitave fu i- 
throne: and cheſatneicovenant; Ohriſt s the m 

diator of both, though in the former he was y- 

piſed by Moſes. Both thave one and the tame 


Uiſpenſation; * and under che m di ſpenſattun, it 
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56. 1 Core x. 3.4 4. And theſe ſanilin manifeſt 
that the church is the ſame under both diſpenſati- 


ons. The ſame kingdom which the Fews poſ- 


ſeſſed; the ſame privileges which they; enjoyed as 
the peculiar people of God, were taken from them 


and given to the Gentiles, Mate. xxi. 43. Now, 
if the Mediator be the ſame; the terms on both 5 
Hides, the ſame; then the covenant is the ſame; 


the old covenant which the eur entered into, and 
the neu covenant which Chriſtians enter into, 
is one and the ſame covenant. Tis granted ; 
the. covenant of grace. under its preſent diſpen- 
ſation, is called a new covenant: but it cannot 
be becauſe it is not ſubſtantially the ſame with the 
former, ſince the terms of both are the ſame; but 
it is becauſe, ſince nit is held forth by Jeſus Chriſt, 


no nation is debarred from entering. into it; there 


is a change of ordinances, and it is no conſecta- 


des by the blood of Chriſt. It is alſa new, bo- 


cauſe the light, liberty, and grace contained there- 
in, are more clearly, comfortably, expreſsly and 
abundantly promiſed in this, than in the former 


diſpenſation of it; and becauſa ol the more ſpiri- 
tual ordinances: of worſhip that are contained in 


this, than were in the "aro diſpenſation, ——— 
And what of all this? Doth it follow that the 
covenant is not the ſame? No. You; might as 
well argue; that #be law of love was not the ſame 
law to God's people of old, as to his people un- 
der the goſpel, becauſe it is now called a ne com- 
mandment. "Whereas, - there was the ſame law, 
. e love one to another, under the Je- 
, as there is under the chriſtian diſpenſation. 
T his law of love is fully contained in the Deca- 


ng and . Parts o the O4 eg 
Me u 


a * 


\ : a . - 
| x ww” 
* * CN pgs Watts pot hd 8 eee 


Was 


to th 
or v 
what 
pareu 
tincti 
bered 
gloric 
venan 
Mr. 


done 


Work 
readet 


to inv 


| ving 4 


Fun G 


No 
22 
For, 2 
be tak 
is the 
petual 
the ad 


nant it. 


and its 


of tim. 


and it 
ward, 
has pur 


5 cal 


\ * » 
\ * 
: * 5 oh, 1 1 F 4 * 
G * 3 W * 4 Si 


But it is called a new commandment, becauſe it is 


enjoined by a new example, and with new expla- 


nations, motives and enforcements. So, the co- 


venant of grace, under the former diſpenſation, 


was clothed with darkneſs and terror, agreeable 
to that legal ſtate; and was not found faultleſs, 


or without defect; i. e. it was leſs perfect, than 


what was to ſucceed; or, it was imperfect cum 
pared with the preſent diſpenſation: and, in diſ- 
tinction from it, the preſent is a clear, diſincum- 


bered, ſpiritual, and glorious diſpenſation; or a 


glorious edition and enlargement of the ſame co- 


venant; and therefore it is called new. Hence, 
Mr. S. with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Morgan, has 
done nothing to his purpoſe, unleſs he deſigned to 


work himſelf up into the clouds, and amuſe his 
readers with darkneſs. For he has done nothing 


to invalidate the evidence that I have offered, pro- 


ving that the Abr abamicł covenant: is a 1 
Pa of cf 28 Row PAD... 2 uy 


Th BY * 


Fos doth 2620 tis aifets p. 700 aſt the e- 
n of it, argue any thing to his purpoſe. 
For, alto the word everlaſting is not always to 
be taken ſtrictly; yet when the covenant of grace 
is the ſubject in queſtion, it always ſignifies a per- 
petual continuance, Tho' many circumſtances in 


the adminiſtration may be altered, yet the cove- 
nant itſelf is laſting in all its ſpiritual privileges; 
and its efficaciqus promiſes reach thro' all periods 
of time: yea, everlaſting. life is promiſed in it; 


and it is of eternal etficacy ; for the glory and re- 


ward, which the great Heap of the covenant 
has purchaſed for all that are, or ſhall be 4 7 0 


25 1 called, is an eternal weight of ** 
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alt the force he can rally 


Vrhat is really an i 


much as they 
hot he oppoſed 


1 


a goſpel in theſe days alfa? If there is no pro- 


Mag Nür. G. f I. hate intimated that the 


| e eee is/ a pr covenant. of gi 


This he faid of me; not becauſe I called it a pure 
covenant,/:but, I fuppoſc;- it was to dra out my 
fenriments, that fo he ; in his next, draw out 
from his party againſt me; 
And confidering he may be ſirajtened far matter to 
make out another pamphlet, E am willing to affirm 
truth upon this 


though I had no need to do it for the vindication o 

my arguments againſt his exception. Therefore I 
do nom aſſent chat the AR AUAUTeR tauerant is d 
grace.” For, if it is not pure, but 
themſelves 


re covenant of 
mixt as the Anabaptiſts (to he 
infant baptifm) have aſſerted, 
of pure and i 


againſt 
n it ig a compound 
urs; i. c. ſome of its ingredients. ane 
d be, and others are 4adulterate; 
Like the falſe teachers doctrine in Puuf s day, 
| as perverters of the pure goſ 4 

of Chriſt: or like the Antinomians, .whom 
James wrote, for their making high pretenſions 


to faith in Chriſt for zuſtification, without any 


8 eee eee good works. 


theſe forts of bypoerites held to ſome reveal- 
— bus bay mixed; them with others. that 
and fo ſpoiled the whole;+—1 hope 
Mr. 8. will not ſay, in his anſwer, that the goſ- 


pet which Paul tells us was preached to e 


was an Arminian or an Autinomian goſpel. This, 
befure, would: make the n yo 
pare crear rt is it impure, becauſe it 
miſes referring not only to eternal bleflednefs, 
temporal g 4 nt are we not under ſuck 


ee ee 


— 


4 


how will Mr. §. pray, in fulth; for his 


miles; Pjah xxxvii. 3. Mart. vi. 25 
beſides an hundred 1 promiſes reſpecting 


go. life that now is? Cana believer be in any re- 
lation or cireumſtance of life, and have no goſpel 


promiſe ſuited to his caſe Tho the moſt emi- 


nent promiſes in the 2Brabamick covenant reſpect 

eternal life, yet there are great and precious pro- 

miſes in that covenant reſpecting the life that nos 

i both under the mc ms e 3 8 
its 9 25 | 


Aller many eilen "ts us. his wi wk 
the alſiſtance of ſeveral not ſo noted as Himſelf, he 
tries the virtue of Dr. Gills arguments: And the 
Aub apriſtis in our land; To far as 1 have had op 
— to obſerve; leem to think whatever that 
earned writer ſays; muſt he true; and his be 
uit is full proof of it; By oa hr Him referred 
to; and oftety quoted as if it ough ' ane end to 


Ni frongit ede 3 vet Harte NT: 
n tos Fogat, ile facit. * 


If Mr. 8. quotts Dr. Gil truly; he tells us En 
Rom. xi. 16 l. é that by the f fruits,” is 
meant the firſt- converts among the Jews un- 
der the goſpel diſpenſation; &c.” But, if Mr. 
S. thinks-Dr. Gi/l's name-ſhould ſtand for evidence; 
I hope Dr. Gill will not expect that every one can 
ſhut their eyes againſt the light, in complaiſance 


to 6 maler conſider the Plain and 
familiar 
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daily bread D Or, * Will he ſay to thoſe pro- 
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A PPEN DIN. 
familiar ſenſe of what the Apoſtle has wrote in 


the text referred to. To take down the pride of 


the Gentiles, and their inſults over the Jews, the 
Apoſtle ſhows, in the Iith verſe, that the whole 


body of the Jews, as a nation, were not cut off 


from their viſible church privileges, #rrecoverably 


and for ever. But their rejecting Chriſt ſhould 
be qver- ruled, for ſpreading the goſpel ſo much 
the ſooner among the Gentiles: and the reception 
which it met with among the Gentiles, was ordered 
to be a means of trial to the Jews, for exciting them 
to go beyond the Gentiles in faith and obedience. 
And, verſe 12. if the falling of the Jews from 
God's covenant,” be made an occaſion of the in- 
riching the Gentiles; how much greater acceſſion 


of the Gentiles. will there be into a viſible church- 


ſtate, when the Jewiſb nation, in general, ſhall 
be called into a viſible church- ſtate again. Upon 
this he falls into a diſcourſe about his great concern 


for the Jews, and their being ingrafted again into 
a viſible church-ſtate, and into the way of ſalva- 


_ tion by Chriſt; and ſpeaks of the wonderful effect 


their reception into covenant will have upon the 


Gentiles, who, till that time, will remain dead in 


treſpaſſes and ſins.— Then comes in the text Mr. 
S. refers to: If the firſt fruits be holy, the 
« lamp is alſo holy: and if the root be holy, fo 
are the branches.“ The int Fruits, and the 


root, doubtleſs ſignify, Mrabam, aac, and Ja- 


cob, with the reſt of the patriarchs ; but eſpeci- 
ally Abraham, with whom the covenant was 
de made as the root of that nation, from whom the 

e hole nation ſprung, and by whom it was con- 


5 ſecrateU to God, as the offering of the firſt fruits 
fſanctified the whole product of the harveſt, and 
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10 ne offering of a cake, or of two Abbes; ſanc= 


* tified the whole jump of dough,” Levit. XX111, 


10—17. and Numb. xv. 19, 20, 21. 80 Abra- 


ham was viſibly ſeparated to God, and became fe- 


derally holy by that everlaſting covenant, which be 
fable 
feed after him. Hence, if Abraham, who was 
the root of adminiſtration to the Jeiſb church, 
in the line of Tac and Jacob; if they were rolls.” 
rally holy, as he was their covenant father, then 
there is reaſon to hope, tho” they are now broken 
off by unbelief, that they will be brought in, to 
the faith and all the privileges of a church-ſtate a- 
gain, to join with thoſe that were grafted in by 


inciſion, when the natural branches were broken 


off. Mr. S. may conſider, if he thinks it worth 
his while, whether repreſenting the fiuſt fruits, 
the firſt Few converts, under the preſent diſpen- 


ſation of the covenant, is not a falſe i interpretation | 


of the text? Whether the ſimilitude taken from 
the ceremonial law, concerning the fir/? fruits, 
and that from the law of nature, concerning the 
root, is not the ſame? And whether the holineſs 
of the lump, and of the branches, dothnot reſpect 
the holineſs of the Fews, in their ancient cove- 
nant· relation to God, as an holy people? If this 
is not true, how could the Apoſtle ſay, verſe 17. 
ſome o, the branches were broken , Doth not 
this refer to thoſe Jet, who were cut off from 
their covevant claim And if ſo, then the graft. 
ing in, muſt reſpect the Gentiles, who had been 


ſtrangers to the covenant of grace, and, like the 


whe, Joh of a wild olive-tree, wetealſcicls and un- 
profitable; but are nom ſet in the place of thoſe that 


were broken off, among the remnant of the Jeu 


8 broken off as I haye conſidered = 
N er 


d with him, to be a God to him; and to his 


— 


ge APPENDIX. 


der the 43d head of my firſt argument, to which 1 
refer the reader. — But, ſays Me. S. (P. x7.) the 
© root and _— dae they __ - 3 
< the privileges of the Jewiſb church; but the pri- 
« vilewes of the new-teſtament church, of which 
e Chriſt is the root and foundation-ſtone,” —— 
Pray, Mr. S. who ſuppoſes that Chriſt is not the 
root and foundation of the church, in the moſt 
important ſenſe > It has been expressly 1 
that he is the root of communication to the church 
under the preſent diſpenſation of the covenant of 
grace. He has purchaſed all the bleffings of time 
and eternity; the food we eat and the raiment we 
on: ao not only all temporal, but all ſpiri- 
ry and eternal bleſſings: and as Head and Lord 
of all, he communreates theſe bleſſings. — And 
was not Chriſt the root of communication to the 
church, under the former diſpenſation of the co: 
venant, in the ſame ſenſe that 1 is now? Did 
not God the Father accept of his engagement as 
Fully, as if he had been actually incarnate? Was 
not he ſet up, and 1 and conſtituted Head 
over all things from everlaſting } Was he not as 
truly the foundation of the Jetuiſh, as of the chriſ. 
tian church? If not, how could the covenant be 
Bw pn made with him, as the Mediator, Head 
and Surety of it bet. this Hinders not but 
Abraham was the root of admin ration to the 
2wi/h church and nation, as their federal father; 
And therefore: the branches were relatively holy by 
the conſtitution of that covenant, which was made 
with him and his feed. - And real ſaints were as 
lively ſtones, built up, a ſpiritual houſe, 2 Jeſus 
Chriſt the ſure elena. in the Jeruiſb as well 
= Ae be mg Ab ie it follow from 
ee 
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the iniuating ſeal of the covenant. is faith, 'enher'un» 
der the former ar the preſent diſpenſation of the co 


equiſite in the adult, and ſo it was of old: but 
it is eaſy for any honeſt man to fee, that infants may 
be as proper materials for the chriſtian as for the 
Jewijh church. And to what ops does Mr, 
S. bring the text of Auel fones 
hat real ſaints were not as lively ſtones, under tho 
former diſpenſation of the covenant, as now, | tho? 
time the pomp: and grandeur. of their temple was of 


t wo dead materials? Or would he thereby infinuata 
piri- into weak minds, that the merciful grant of church 


Lord memberſhip which was made to children former- 
And ly. is now repealed? Perhaps his performance 
the will meet with no reader ſq ae as to ſeo 
> co. | the text referred to will prove a repeal. 

Did without boaſting, he may be challenged ta — 
nt as any text in the Bible, or any fair and juſt inference 
Was from one, that will prove a repeal. —— Now, if 


Head ff he has not proved cane yy proved nothing 


ot 2s _ my argument. if there is no repeal 
the children ſtill, and ow cannot be debarred 
without ſacri/egiouſly keeping back what God 
claims as N To refuſe the ſeal of baptiſm 
to the ſeed of believers, is to rob God of what he 


and have opportunity and ability to ſcareh after the 
truth without prejudice, to conſider whether a 
ſpirit of or ſelf-ſulneſs has not drawn 


ri * of VOPR: Chil. 


thenes, {as Mr, S. argues) that the prerequiſite to 


venant?— Faith, . or the profettion of it, is a 


Does he think 


the merciful grant, then the favour belongs to 


a appropriated to himſelf. Therefore I do 
humbly entreat all thoſe that love and fear God, 


daes aſide, if they are already carried off from 
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dren. of believers muſt have the token of the co- 
venant put upon them, in the right of their pa- 


rents faith, in obedience to a command that never 


has been ed. A profeſſion of faith is re- 
quired of none but the RP Ts hp” receive 
the token os ey guy rpg 
The next ce is opow —0— 24 det 
where I aſſerted that the infants of believers are 
diſciples of Chriſt. From this, after Mr. S. has 
quoted Luk. xiv. 26—33. he takes a rfect ram- 
ble for about a page and a half. This put me in 
mind of the preachments of run- about exhorters; 
or rather of Tom Puzzle in the Tatler, who made 
aà great bluſter, nothing to his purpoſe. 


catch'd upon Mr. Stennet; and by his aſſiſtance, 
be endeavours to prove (Page 20, 21.) that none 
can be diſciples without being jo: * and 
that teaching en Lox e 


gro this I anſwer. 1. Mr. — well obſer, 
ved that ſuch teaching as produceth faith in Chriſt, 
and ſubjettion to his goſpel, is neceſſary 
the good effects ſpoken-of Luk. xiv. 26, &c. None 
but thoſe that are effectually called will faithfully 
diſcharge the duty of diſciples, Vet, 2. the term 
diſciple is the ſame with /cho/ar ; and. to diſciple, is 
to enter into a ſchool for being trained up accord- 
ing to the laws and rules of the maſter of that 
ſchool. See Mat. xxviii. 19. Go Ten all nati- 
ons. Greek, MATHETEUSATE panta ta ethne. 
Introduce the nations of the earth, Gentiles as well 
as Jews, into my kingdom, as ſcholars into my 
A 925 a ſgeredr rite of f my own ©" — 
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Mr. Stennet challenges us to produce an inſtance of 


any that were diſciples before they were taught. 
And I did produce inſtances, in my 2d argument, 
which Mr. S. has wiſely declined offering one word 
of evidence to prove that they were not true. And 
indeed, neither he, nor any other perſon can juſtly 
doubt, whether the yoke ſpoken of Acts xv. was 


_ circumeilion or not ? And if it was circumciſion, 


then infants are included among the diſciples. That 
which is done to infants, is done to diſciples, and 
therefore they are diſciples, as I have proved in my 


firſt Sermon. Vet, it may be added; perſons may 
be, and have been diſciples without real ſubjection 
to Chriſt. Judas was a diſciple: all that Sau could 


find of that way, were diſciples, and many of the 


Jeus were diſciples, that turned away, and walk- 
ed no more with him. And Chriſt himſelf has 


taught us that infants are diſciples, Mat. x. 42. 
Mark ix. 41. Mat. xviii. 5. — Beſides; for any to 
deny that infants were included in our Saviour's 


commiſſion t diſciple all nations, would involve 


the apoſtles and their ſucceſſors in the miniſtty; 
in a contradiction: for nations are to be diſcipled; 
and infants are a part of every nation. Tho none 
will go to heaven, but ſuch as have the ſpirit of 
martyrdom, yet whole nations may be diſciples of 
Chriſt. If they are entered into his ſchool 35 if they 
are put in the way of falvation, and put into the en- 
joyment of ſpiritual privileges, they are diſciples. 
Mr. S. to help his weak cauſe, © twiſts: and 

turns“ many ways againſt this argument. He tells 
his readers (Page 22.) that our Saviour in Marl 


xvi. 16. has ſhewed : the exact order which is to 


. — . 


be obſeryed,—firlt preaching, then believing, then 
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 bapeining.” And lo, in effect, he charges 


me with 
inverting the order which Chriſt has eſtabliſed. 


To chis it m haps, be ſatisfying to Mr. S. if 
I tell him — op Gti, in his antinomiun Ser 


mon upon eternal Juſtification, tells me, the or- 


Wee 0 inverted in Scripture! 
obſerve that firſt” which is 
which is laſt > but changes 


It does not 


1 cluded from thenee. But ] add further; that 


if Mr. &. deſigned to 
infants may not be baptised, becauſe they can't 


believe, hy has div noe ſpoke it out in ſo many 


words # Did he foreſee the evil, and hide Bimſelf? 
| Surely he might have ſeen; that it would as neceſ- 
m_ follow; that when they can't believe; they 

be damned. That which wilt re- 


ceive infants into heaven, will mee: 


+1 Fri i 


ſtesnge; ae benen 


 Econfefs, it appears 


wh pretends be far above a-ſmg#terer in Greek; 


boggle and try to blunder his readets about 


the commithon Cheiſt gave his miniſters, For it is 
evident, from that commiſion, that tho firſt work 


they had to do; was to proſelyte or admit all natis 
ons into the ſchool of Chriſt, boptizing and teueb- 


ing them. And when parents gave in their names 


to Chriſt for themſelves, and their famittes; theit 


whole houſe were diſcipled, or admitted into his 
ſchool. 

not being firſt: taught, and chen initiated to a maſ- 
ter ; but they were initiated to a maſter, and then 
taught. 80 all · rael was baptized into Moſes, 1 
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ed and guided by him for the future. Nor can it 


reaſonably be ſuppoſed but the apoſtles, who were 
Jews, muſt needs underſtand the commiſſion in 
the ſame latitude that they had been accuſtomed to, 
They had all along. © ſeen, that in all covenant 
tranſactions betwixt God and his church, the in- 
fants of believers had always been admitted, toge- 
ther. with their parents, and paſſed under the ſame 

initiating rite.” They alſo knew this their admiſſion 
was a great privilege : they alſo knew that all na- 
tions were ſoon to partake of all the privileges of 
the church; to be grafted into the ſame olive- tree; 
and to be joint-heirs with them of all their religi- 
ous grants. They alſo knew it to be the practice 
of the church, that when a Gentile was proſelyted 
to the worſhip of the God of Iſrael, not only he 
was baptized, but all his infant feed.” How there- 
fore was it - morally poſſible, how could it confiſt 
with reaſon for them to think but they muſt in the 
proſecution of their commiſſion, go and practiſe in 
all things as formerly, where Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
had not made a difference? Could they imagine 
that infants, who had been always enrolled in the 
liſt of diſciples, ſhould now be excluded, without 
one word offered by their Maſter to exclude them? 
Let Mr. S. ſhew in his next, where Chriſt has 
ſnut them but of this privilege; or by what pro- 
hibition he has forbid their enjoying the merciful 
grant made them, any longer: or elſe let him, 

like an honeſt man, confeſs that they are no Where 
debarr'd z for he muſt, either prove that they are 
excluded, or muſt allow them the chriſtian rite of 
baptiſm, or elſe, armis pollenttor aſtus. r , 


In the nent place Mr. S. falls upon tny 34ars 
ale 1 or . gument, 


* 


— 


God has taken them into covenant vii 
| His alſo made many great and precious pfomiſes to 


| has offered of a profeſſion of faith givi 


/ 
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gument. And, 1. He dedics that federal Holineſs 
gives a tight to baptiſm; (ſee Page 23.) and gives 
this wonderful reaſon fot it, viz. nat federal holi- 


bett. but a * profeſſion of faith,” gives a right. — 


If he has any meahing to this, beſides keeping the 


mäſk which he has taken to himfelf, it muſt be, 
that thoſe who appear to be itt covenant with God 
rte the fubſects of baptiſm, and no others : for 
what is to be underſtood by a profeſſion of faith, 


but à profeſſion of 4 covenant intereſt in Chriſt? 


Now, there is; at leaſt, as good evidence 


that the infants of believer̃s are in covenant, as 


that any who profeſs faith and repentance are fo; 
I mean hete; that we have as good feaſon to think 


they are regenerate, as to believe it of thoſe. who 
fay they are converted: for we have proved that 


t what he 
| x a right to 
baptiſm will hardly ſer ve his purpoſe; and there: 
fore he barrich from that, and ſays . it is only the 


them. But Mr. S. feems jealous t 


% command of God that gives a right to an otdi- 


nance of God; i. e. (as he has explained it) no 


man has a fight to inſſitüte any ordinanee as a fign 
or ſeal of the eovenant; nor may any man pretend 


to obſerve any rite as an ordinance, before God 


_ hitafelf has appointed it. See to this effect Pay! 


23;/24-— He. might as well have ſaid, that nv 
fon has a right to that which bas no exiſtence; 


Per 112 | | S - ot 

And 1 am willing he thould exult in all the tri 
umph, which'that arguing can poſſibly give him. 
My argument fupy an ordinance of God; that 


this ordinance is the initiating token of the cove- 


nant, And if Mr. S. has done nothing to in- 
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validate the major propoſition, beſides what I have 
obſerved, it will only ſerve to ſhow his readers, 


that he has more uſe for the maſk, than, perhaps, 
he himſelf is aware of. And indeed, conſideri 


his principles ſtand in more need of it than any 


denomination of Proteſtants that I ever met with, 
it is no wonder be  Grabbles fo camelly af 
ak Armeen 5 


Ke favs comes ices object 
in the help of his brethren- zt is again ſt the miner 
propoſition in my argument, u. The iofants of 
viſible believers are federally holy.“ 1 Cor. vii. 14. 
And, tho' he has e many witneſſes to 
help bis cauſe, pe can't ſupport falſhood by — 
He might, with more propriety, 1 in 
Richard Stapleton, a zealous and bitter Pa apiſt, who 
lived A.' D. 4 597, and R. — a — 4 


cardinal at Rome, 4. D. 1599, as his vouchers. | 


beſides many others of the Ramiſh church. But, 
among Proteſtants, I might eaily quote many a- 
0 him, areas ne „ 
405540 % 


eee ee let the Apadle e ſpeak 
for himſelf; and, if he is allowed to ſpeak com- 


mon ſenſe, we muſt grant that he writes of a „e- 


deral, and nat a matrimonial holineſs. Mr. 5. 
ſays, the — is that which renders the \att- 
ſpring legally hegot and not baſtards.” To this ef- 


#e& ſee Page 25, 26.—Againſt this, I have affirm- 


ed that it is a federal holinefs ; that they are ex- 
ternally, relatively, and federally holy ; a ſeed vi- 
ſibly ſeparated and a ated to the Lord, and 
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which they are capable of in their infancy. 


That Mr. Stennet, Dr. Gill, (and Mr. S. after 
them) ſhould call it a matrimonial holineſs, in op- 


poſition to a federal holineſs, is not a little diffi- 


Cult to reconcile with common ſenſe. For the be- 
liever- and unbeliever mentioned, are both of them 
ſuppoſed to be in a married ſtate, while in a ſtate 
of heatheniſm. Now one of them is converted to 
the chriſtian faith; a ſcruple ariſes, whether the 
other-ought nat to be put away, becauſe he of ſhe 
remains in heatheniſm ſtill. No, fays Paul; your 
caſe is very different from the caſe. of the Irael- 


- Ztes, who were forbid to marry with the daughters 
of idolatrous nations, both on a religious and civil 
conſideration. And tho* you ought not to marry 


unbelievers ; yet, being married in a ſtate of un- 
belief, you may not put away huſband or wife 
that continues in unbelief, merely becauſe you are 
converted to the chriſtian faith for, how knoweft 


2 _ © believing e, whether by till continu- 


ing to dwell in love, with thy unbelieving huſ- 


band, thou mayeſt not be an inſtrument of gain - 


ing him over to the chriſtian faith? Or how knows 
eft thou, O man, being a believer, but thou mayeſt 
be an inſtrument mn S r R 1 N 
en RENT Gr 12 


# — 


Beſides; the terms en and bey, which "R 


quently occur in the Old and New Teftanient, are 
never uſed to ſignify legitimate and illegitimate : 
„ And. as the Apoſtle was ſpeaking of perſons al- 
ready married, and marriage is a civil ordinance 


of the Gow of; nature, there was no room to doubt 


whether the children of ſuch unbelieving parents 


were 6 or not, ſince that depends entireh 
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upon the legitimacy of the marriage, and not on 


the religious character of the huſband or wife; 
whether one or both, or neither of them, were 


Chriſtians or no.” —But as it was with the parent, 
fo it was with the child, as to church-ſtate or fe- 
deral holineſs; that beipg a privilege which de- 


ſcends from parent to child. If the parents were 
out of the pale of the viſible church, the child 


was ſo too: if parents were enrolled with the peo- 
= of God, the children were reckoned, in a qua- 
lified ſenſe, members of the viſible church. But 
when the parents were divided, the one holy, the 
other unolean, in this caſe, the Corinthians feared 


the children would be #nclean with the unbelie- 


ving parent. The Apoſtle removes the ſcruple, (as 


was obſerved) by telling them that the unbelie- 


ving party does not defile the iſſue; but the child 


| is holy, and not to be reckoned with the unbelie- 


ving parent, who: was a Gentile. In this way 


-Paul took off the perplexing ſcruples both as to 


themſelves and their children.—Indeed, he could 


not mean that the children of believers were mo- 
rally clean; for they are, in this ſenſe, as unclean 
by nature, as the children of other people. Nor 
could he mean that they were all regenerated b 


the Holy Ghoſt; for fad experience teaches: us, 


that many children, who are federally holy, are 


not born from above; as alſo, we ſee the ſame ſad 


truth of many profeſſors, baptized in their adult 
age. But unclean and holy are manifeſtly to be 


* taken here, in that well known and familiar 


« ſenſe, in which the church of Jae}, and their 
& ſeed, by virtue of their viſible relation to God 
as his covenant people, were called an holy Pes 
El, and an byly ſeed, in diſtinction from the 
IQ 7; — ns i 
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**. heathen nations, which were ſtiled unclean, as 


*< being out of the pale of the church, and ex- 
4% cluded from — es and bleſſings of God's 


is, 2, 1/6. vi. 13. Chap. Iii. J. and lxji. 12. 80 
che parents and children of the yiſible church are 
called holy, as in Rom, xi, 6. and the Gentiles, in 
their unconverted ſtate, are repreſented as unclean, 
Hts x. 14, 28. When therefore the infants 
of viſible believers are baptized, it is no more ſet- 
_ ting a ſeal to blank, than when that ordinance 
_ ds adminiſtered to perſons, who never were bap- 
tized before, upon their open profeſſion of faith, 
but were not effectually a for the ground of 
baptizing infants or thoſe that ate adult, does not 
lie in a certamty, but in a vyfble covenant relati- 
on to God. When parents make a credible pro- 
fefſion of faith and repen tance, a viſible halves 
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—_ * then all the children of ſuch. parents muſt have 
_ ia right to it, from the qualification derived from 
1 : t their parents even to 50 years old, c. But 
with the leave of thoſe. that are more learned even 
an Mr. §. I will venture to affirm, chat it is 
thoſe children may caſt themiclyes out of 
£ovenant, before they arrive to half the age he has 
fixed upon; yea, as ſoon as they are capable of 
moral action; for being in covenant does not ne- 


32 * pu, either man, woman, or child. 
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cvvenant.“ See for this, Deut. vii. 6. Bare 


18 entailed on their Ke and they have an e- 


But Mr. $. pe APs = b a OY 
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£effacily imply regeneration,——If it did, no man 


no man 
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Rate of infancy, there is as good ground of hope 


| God, as I but juſt obſerved. 
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Nor yet, does it appear from any thing he hes 


offered; that they can claim this right by their 
rents, after they are grown tò years capable to 
dge for themfelves. 80 long as they are in a 


concerning them, as concerning thoſe that profels 
faith in their adult age. The proper ground of 
baptizing infants or adult, does not lie in a ter- 
tainty of their being endued with the faving grace 
of God, bat in their vi4ble covenant relation to 
And this is full as 
manifeſt, by God's promiſe to the ſeed of belie- 
2 as it is by the ptoſeſſion of faith in the a- 


| Havirig eonfidered what Mer. 8. offered againf# 


my 34, let us now attend to his reaſonings againſt 
my 4th argument. Page 27. he fays it has been 


* already prov'd, that in the ſcriptural fenfe, the 
« mett ſubjects of the goſpel church are ſueh who 
% ate capable of profeſſing their faith in Chriſt, 
* which infants are not,” But what does ſuch 
arguing reprove ? Will it follow, that infants of 
believers are not in the viſible kingdom of Chriſt, 
becauſe fuch as are capable of profeſſing their faith 
are meet ſubjects of that kingdom? Who denies 
that ſuch as are capable of profeſſing faith are 
s of the viſible ehorch ? This is not 


the point in queſtiow'z nor can it ferve any purpoſe, 


but for # maſk to the writer, and an amuſement 
to weak or inattentive readers. If Mr. S. would 


have done any thing againſt my argument, he muſt 
have proved that only thofe that profefs their faith | 


ate capable or meet fubjects of the viſible kingdom 


_—_— — — 


of Chriſt, which-neicher be nor his fathers 
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ever 9 able to Mes will his calling the vis 


ſible king dom of Chriſt, the goſpel! church, help 
the matter at all: for God never had any 
than a; goſpel church ſince the fall of Adam. 


1 in his next, he will keep to the point, and 
ither offer ſome good evidence that none but be- 
lievers are the ſubjects of Chriſt's viſible kingdom, 


or me confeſs that he is not Able to nv ated 


1 hid hs have no ;rvlation to my Ade . 
. ments L wholly paſs over, tho, if I ſhould paſs by 


all of that nature, the greateſt part of what The has 


wrote would be neglected. Page 28. he ſays, 


9 according to Mr. P. it is the Scripture doctrine 
&« that is falſe; becauſe it will not join with him 


c in admitting infarits as niembers of the viſible 


% church.” —And what light does he offer to ſup- 


port this wonderful diſcovery. ? Why truly: this, - 


.. I can find no account of any infants being 
8 baptized—till the latter end of the 24 or begin- 
ning of the 3d century.” D. If a man of fo 
t reading and penetration as I am, has not 


Pond that infant-baptiſm is of earlier date than the 
2d or zd century, then it is the Scripture doctrine 
that Mr. P. repreſents as falſe. doctrine. For, all 


the knowledge of this matter, that is contained in 
the Bible or profane hiſtory, Iives in me.. All- 


um erit de eccleſia, cum ille morietur. Non ſub- 


_ limits ſapit quam ille. But, as the hiſtory of 


infant · baptiſm belongs to my laſt argument, I ſhall 


add no more in this place; except a word * 
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erption. And why has he aſſerted this with mich 
pretended forrow? Anſ. Becauſe of the glaring 
evidence of my apoſtaſy, which he finds in theſe 
words, viz. ** The only ground of hope that we can 
“ have of infants being the members of Chriſt, by 
tr a vital union, ariſes from their viſible member= 
de ſhip.” Upon this he repreſents'me; as reject- 
ing the covenant of grace, and the fſatisfaQtion of 
Chriſt, and ſetting up the act of the parent or mi- 
niſter inſtead thereof, &c. See P. 28, 29. Tis 
uſual with Grub-ſtreet writers to pretend their de- 
ſign is to reform the church 3 and this, they ima? 
ine, will excuſe any ſlanders. But who, except 

r. S. could have the forehead or folly to miſre- 
preſent me in this manner? Who, that has com- 
mon ſenſe, can help fearing this was a contrived 
fraud; if he gives himſelf the trouble to read what 
I have written upon that head? — If Mr. S. would 
do honour to God; and to his own lahouring cha- 
rater, he muſt confeſs that, in many places, e- 

— * this, he has miſrepreſented me; either 
through great weakneſs, or through wickedneſs.— 
I defire the reader to confider, what ground" of 
hope he can have, that another is intereſted in the 
covenant of grace; or the ſpiritual privileges; or 
yy bleſſings of the Mediator's purchaſe, unleſs 

je ground is vibe? Can Mr. S. by his great 

penetration, or by leger demain, perſuade: his admi- 

ters that a perſon is vitally united to Chriſt, by as 
ny inviſible evidence? Or can he, upon antino- 
mian principles, ſhow" his readers a method or 
ground of hope for the ſalvation of others, with= 
out' a vV;/ible ground of hope for it? I fay once 
more, that it is impoſſible for any man living, to 
Judge of that which is, _— invifiole, 2 o 


— y 


* 


es APPENDLS, 


for way than by that which is 2 hl. "And: if Chriſt 
7. F. does not confeſs in bis next, let him make i 
= _ the art of reaſoning quake before his migh ty con- — 
+ ſequeaces ; ot elſe he with, be hardly put to it to Dr. Gs 
pve, that I have given Aumimoniſm a kind re- | yhoſer 

© Ception.., Hie has laid his charge too high, conſi- were b 
dering he brought no evidence! to ſupport it: bun tion; « 

| poſſibly it was in his mind, that if a perſon ſhould for the 
confidently. affrm, he believes, perceives, or bas a ples ve 

. of his juſtification, that ih a chem, 

for good ene 0 the; not to Weber only, bar to cure 

d ece.ern leſt de z ection of bud dromnity; das angerous Was th. 
deine, Acc. thould ſpread, advice! ny Eons” the circ 
readers to find out ſome ground of hope concerns | Jt theſe 
by infants,. dying in infancy; without any\pretenes Saviour 
of evidence? I ſhall not pretend to gueks at the NU Canaan 
tertain meaning of that elaborate: part of his- _ 86. 8 
"yy _ enn. belicve it was UB Ie £ 


1; ho age, 1 To rendes my nent the bers of 
- Ts ee 1 have quoted Mats, xix. 14. 0 
See P. 29. This he thioks will not ſerve my endj 


bdecauſe Chriſt baptized; none. True; Jelus.Chridt, * rite 0 
bor wiſereaſons, baptized none with his on hands, | blefied't 
tho! he entered ſuch a multitude of diſeiples into his for a d 


ſehool by baptiſin, that it made his malicious ene - yet it is 
mies rage. But it is nothing againſt; nor in favour ieges of 

of my argument. whether he baptized or not. My | visible « 

argument is, that the infants of believers have a rigbtẽ admiſfio 

to baptiſm, beeauſe, they are members of the vifi= | 46 one e 
blethureh, Out Saviour, in the text referred to, | ther of 

. Plajoly intjmares, that thei® covenant intereſt, : * adm 


viſible church memberſhip, - ſhould be continued 


under the preſent diſpenſation. "Of: ach. is the | _ 
C "king 2 by 
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de of en r «5 for infants 


baptiſm from this text I grounded the words 
Chriſt uttered on the occaſion; and not aApon Hip 
; as the reader may ſte by turning to the 
ument itſelf, —— Mr. &'s long- quota ien from 
Dr. Gil, cannot help His cauſe, in the minds of 


| thoſe who confider Me reaſon why thoſe infans. 


were brought to Chriſt. It was not for inſtruc» 
tion; for they were incapable of that. It was not 
for the cure of bodily ditcales; for then the diſei· 
ples would not have rebuked thoſe that 855 
them, becauſe they knew it was uſaal for Chri 
to cure diſcaſes'in all ages. But they were the in» 
fants/ of parents in covenant with God. | Chriſt 
was then on the coaſts of Juda, as minifter'of 
the circumciſon, Matt. xv. 24. and Rom. xv. 8. 
If theſe infants were not in covenant, why did our 
Saviouradmit them? He did not do ſo, when the 
Canaaninſh womam carne wich her child, Mart. xv. 
* 
which belongs to the childfen | 
believing parents, "Vis, becaule they were mem - 
bers of che · viſible church and therefore they had 
a church privilege beſtowed upan them. Hie laid 
bis bande upen 'them, '* according to an ancient 
* rite of the Foun church in benediRions,” and 
bleſfed them. Now, the? this was not brought 5 
for" a direct precedent far baptifm in particular, 
yet it is a clear for thoſe church privi- 


leges of which infants are 1 None that ar 


viſible members of the -charch, may be denied 
admiſſion by baptiſm. - Thoſe that are admitted 
to one church privilege, may not oo OG ano- | 
ther of which they are capable. | *. 
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pers. Our Saviour teaches us very phinly, that 
the children of believers are, in a qualified fenſe, 


members of the viſible church; that this privilege 
ſhould be continued to them under the new dife 


penſation of the covenant as it was before, And 
Jeſus Chriſt accepted the dedication of them ag 
the act and deed of the parents: therefore he took 
it ill of - thoſe that-farbid them, and that would 
have excluded thoſe whom he would have recei - 
ved. His ſaying nothing about their being bapti- 

.zed, is not at all unfavourable to the doctrine of 
' Infant-baptiſm, It is enough that he has ſaid they 
are members of the church. And if they were 
not capable of being admitted into the viſible 
church, 
oh ground. of hope of their ſalvation, Eypb. i. 12. 
For any to conclude that a perſon is not intereſt- 
ed in the covenant of grace, is to doom that per- 
ſon to hell, By nature all. are children of wrath.z 
and neither Mr. S. nor any other man, can find 


but any viſible ground of hope for their ſalvation, if 


they are — out of the cavenant.—He may indeed, 
with Bellarmine, ſet up a limbus patrum, as he 
Fights againſt infants with Be//armine's weapons; 
for it is as evident as any concluſion. can follow 
from its premiſes, that infants dying without any 


Intereſt in the covenant of grace, do periſh for e- 


ver, unleſs there is a place in hell from whence 
they are delivered, after ſome proper time of pur- 
gation. And even Mr. S. if he believes that doc- 
SURG; 1 Gan I think mill 22 on el 
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he impoſes upon his readers, and the Searcher of 
hearts knows his deſign in it. If the reader will 


careſully look over the argument, he may ſee that 


J have not given the leaſt colour for Mr. S. to aſ- 
ſert that I make baptiſm to bring infants into the 
covenant of grace. If I have afferted any ſuch 


thing, why are not my own words produced to 


prove it? Mr. S. muſt know, if he underſtands 


plain Exgliſe, that I ay, the infants of believing ' 
parents are intereſted in the covenant of grace, 
and therefore have a right of induction by the in- 


itiating token of the covenant.——But having aſ- 
ſerted that falſhood, he draws this inference from 
it, via. Then all the children of believers who 
are baptized, muſt be intitled to the bleſſings 
of that covenant, which are juſtification, adop- 


_-F©itiony fanRification, and the gift of the Holy 
os Ghoſt,” &c.—Now, if the premiſes had been 
ever ſo true, the conſequence is really no conſe- 


quence at all: for children may be intereſted in 


the covenant of grace, and never be juſtified in the 


ſight of God, nor ſanctified by the Holy Spirit.— 


Sanctified indeed; they are; but may be only a 
-. federal ſanRification, as they ſtand in a covenant 


relation to God; as thoſe, Heb, x, 29. They are 


ſeparated from the world, and dedicated to God 
by cavenant,—ln this ſenſe all the congregati- 


on of  1/rael were holy, Corah and his followers 
not excepted, Numb. xvi, 3, 9. There is a ſano- 


tification by dedication to God, and a ſanctification 


by the indwelling af the Spirit... In the former 
ſenſe, all the viſible chyrch are fantified ; but the 


-3ndwelling of the Spirit js proper to them only 
who are effeQually called. In the former ſenſe, 
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has ſeparated them from the world, and requires 
their dedication to him at the hands of their pa- 


rents. But they'may tot-Uy and; finally fall away 


From this: grace of the covenant, thou h => an 


y never fall fram the grace of efjectal calling, . 


# 18 


a eee with _ 


58 ey attention, will plaaly les, not only that Mr. 


5. has miſrepreſented; me in | what I haye 9 


tditom him already; e eee 
Jos, wiz. Page 32. As to che privileges of the 


48. *" chriſtian church being leſs than the privileges 
of the Jew!ſh:church, becauſe of the denial of in- 

6s Ae, Tag ; it is mere noiſe without any ſubs 
nd to prove this he ſays that the bleſſings 
types and ſha - 
dows ; but now they ſhine in their unclouded luſ- 
tre.— The Jewiſb church was made up of lively 


ayd dead materials, but the goſpel church, of pro- 


feſſed lively materials. Infants were circumciſed, 
and fo bound to ke the whole law, from which 
bondage they are delivered —And thoſe that have 


Lleiſure and opportunity, may ſee what he ſays, and 


mary other things in a book upom Scripture meta- 
de, 

nothing te the purpoſe in hand, he comes ta a 420 
head, and ſays, that we ſay the Anabaprifis * leſſen 
0e the privileges of the goſpel, by not admitting in- 
< fants into che guſpel church, ſeciog the infants 
„ of the Herr were admitted into e 
are his'own 
words, becauſe he gives the credit of them to no 
body ele. © But, — he pretends to write againſt 
what [ have printed, he would have diſcovered as 
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He uud nom better than to 
of God, undet the anicent di 
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gain and again, intimate the 0 unleſs it ts 


of the Ola Teſtament, and to repreſent its promiles 
ſenſual and carnal ? Or to take the: infants of be- 
lie vers out of edvenant with God, and ſo, with the 
Papiſts, to conclude their. damnation?» For withs 
out doubt, all out of covenant with God are in a 
killing condition, Or does he intiwate tho tg lep 
the children of believers from e ? ſuppoſe 
1 18 the laſt. For he fays Page: 33. < Ie was a 
% privilege. to the children of the Jews to be ade 
15 mitted into ne Jeiſb ehuech; in their infancy, 
*, by. circumciſion 2 but in is no privilege to ons chil» 
den. to be admitted into: into: the goſpet church by 
<< baptifm.” The ſame luis exccllent * Men gan 
has faid before him. But neither: the ane; un the 


other has givemanꝶ cvide nen of the truth of their 


tion, unleſs hefti us aſſert ions will di for evi- 
de. Fhey — confeſs it was a privilege ter the 
1 and that they 
ted in conſequence: of God's command: but offer 


no feaſon why: it is not a privilege io admit the 
children of believers into the viſible — bap- Wh 


uſfin,, under the prefent diſpenſation :; as_itcwas to 


admit them by eircumeifion: under the former. 


Why: did not: My, S. or his champian, prove the 
point, if it were proveable ?—-— We have aſſerted 


the contraty, and are able to: ſupport our aflertion 


by good evidenee, For, if it was the command: of 
God that they ſhould be admitted into the church, 


by 19 unden the _ 


- former 


ſupyole the charch 
ſpenſation, was not as 
truly a goſpeb church, as the church of God under 
de preſent diſpeniation. Wh then ſhould he, a- 
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where W — (as I have already obſerved) then 


it is as much the command of God to admit them 
now, as under the former diſpenſation. Tha 


ge of a token of the covenant, does not argue 
the change of the ſubject, unleſs the law for ad- 
mitting infants had been repealed. And if the 


command continues in force, it muſt be a privilege 
to admit them; for obediente to the W of 


e nee infers a Privilege. 510 F OC, 


oy OO Mr. 8. tells ws; that © Weptlting 6 bur — 
« dren and taking them into the goſpel chureh, we 
* leſſen the glory of the building; which is to confiſt | 


of livelyſlones, &c.” alluding to 1 Per. ii. 5. But he 
_« ſays, our children are dead materials,” =—Tho?; to 


purſue the metaphor in his own way; we have full 
as much reaſon to believe that numbers which he 


and others plunge under water, are dead materials, 


5 


was their living and enlivenin „ weten dae ; others 
vrho profeſſed Chriſt, like ot 
upon themſelves, and ſo were as à dead weight 
3 — 7 were _ united with. Ties 


as that the infants of believing parents are ſo. 


But Mr. S. does awfully pervert the plain ſenſe of 


the Apoſtle, | as will eaſily be ſeen by conſidering 
his ow]n words. To whom coming as unto a living 
Stone; i. e. coming unto Chriſt is the way and 


condition, of being built as living ſtones. And 


this was the caſe. with ſome to whom Peter wrote 
this epiſtle, but not with others. Some daily ap- 


plied to Chriſt by faith for edification, as unto 
only foundation 1 all their ſecurity, hope and hap- 

ineſs; and they were as living ſtones, bein 5 2 

united to, and deriving virtue from Chriſt, Who 


hypocrites, lived 


— — 


. indeed 
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| ſhould ſay, I cant find it does adult profeſſors any 
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indeed the beauty of the church, under any diſ- 


penſation of the covenant of grace, to have profeſ- 
Tors coming daily to Chriſt, as to à livin 
not the church in the wilderneſs receive the 
Hoely oratles bf God, by Moſes, Acli, vil. 38 ? And 
were' not theſe oracles ſpirit and life; to all that 
re them by faith, as the word of the living 
God 

N the churcly under that diſpenſation, by 
Not this was one part 


of its beauty 
under the preſent diſpenſation, is built upon Chriſt, 


tbe living fone; and all true Chriſtians, that are 
daily coming to him by faith, are lively ſtones. 


But this is no argument 
vour of admitting 
But Mr; S. ſays, 

to baptie them.” And what if 1 


againſt; but much in fas 
their children to baptiſm, —— 


good to baptize them? Would my ignorance be 
an argument that they have no privileges ſuperior 
to them that are not baptized ?' Ame. it do the 


or that I never attended properly to what the Serip- 
_ have taughyus in this matter What ad- 
ntage had the Jew? His being circumciſed no 


heathen; And yet Paul tells us, there was much 
profit in ciroumciſion, and that euery way. Tho 

theſe outward privileges bear no part in the grounds 
of acceptance with God; yet, in the nature of means 
and helps, 


4, 5, And the token of the covenant is as bene- 


P  _ _  diſpens 


— 


& can't find it does children a- 


flone, - 


And yet they: did not mar che beauty and 


in their. day. And ſo the church, 


* 


reader any good to find that I Was very ignorant? 


| — ſecured his ſalvation, than if he had been a 


the Jews had thereb: y many prerogatives | 
above the Gentiles. See Rom. iii. 1, 2. Chap. ix. 


feial under the besten, as it was under the former 


diſpenſation. And baptiſm, as a chriſtian ſacra- 
ment, comes in the room of circumciſion, Col. ii. 
11, 12. As circumciſion in the fleſh was a ſign 
of ſpiritval circumciſion, fo baptiſm is the anſwer 
of a good conſcience towards God. Both theſe ſa- 
craments are a ſolemn obligation upon conſcience 


# 


to return a ſuitable anſwer to the demands of the 
living God. Now, the ſignification being the ſame, 
baptiſm muſt come in the room of the former rite 


of admiſſion. The Apoſtle tells us, not only that 
belie vers ſhould partake of the thing ſignified by 
the rite of circumeiſion, but that God has alſo 
ſubſtituted another external ordinance, of like uſe, 


ſignification and deſign, more ſuitable to the ſim- 


plicity of the ſtate of the church under the pre- 


ſent diſpenſation.— But if the infants of believing 


parents were not to be baptized, a ſtrong objecti- 
on would ariſe againſt the glory of the church un- 


der the new diſpenſation of the covenant of grace, 


as to external and ſpiritual privileges; ſince the 
children of the Vraelites, under the former diſ- 
penſation, were circumciſed as well as others. 
But the great difficulty with Mr. &. is, he does not 
find it does children any good. He may conſider, 
if he has a heart to it, as one that muſt give an 
account to God; whether it is no burt, to ſhut 
thoſe out of the covenant, whom God has taken 
in I may affirm, without boaſting, that the ar- 
guments. offered do fully prove that the infants of 
believing parents are included in the covenant, and, 
by a divine command, they had a right to the in- 
itiating token of it.— Alſo it has been proved, that 


the law demanding the token of the covenant to 
be adminiſtered to infants, has never been revo- 


— 
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ked: and therefore it muſt be as fully in force now 
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as formerly, unleſ Mr. S. or ſome of his a5 
tiſt predeceſſors have a ſecret or inviſible warrant to 
revoke it. How then will they anſwer it to God, 
or a good conſcience, that they deſpiſe the token of 


the covenant aiminiſtered to children, fince God has 
enjoined it, and never repealed it? Is it no duty nor 


privilege to obey God? Is it no privilege to be ad- 
mitted and incorporated in the viſible church? No 


privilege to be brought into a polztical union with 
Chriſt? No privilege that we and ours are his vi- 
ivilege to have a joint inte- 


in the providential care of its glorious head? - And 


is not the whole Iſrael of God the proper object 


of ſpecial providence? See Pſat. exxi. 4. Iſai, 
xxvii. 3. Heb. i. 14.—Beſides; are not the mem- 
bers of the viſible church the more ſpecial objects 


of the promiſes of ſaving grace? particularly the 


romiſes in Jai. liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 31. &c. ; 
urther ; is it no privilege to have the promises 
ſealed and confirmed to them, in an external man- 


ner? May not our children, under a ſenſe of ſin 
and danger, ground a plea for mercy, as they are 


a part of God's Iſrael? Alt theſe things are pri- 
vileges ; then it is the glory of the church, under 


the preſent diſpenſation of the covenant, to have 
the children of believers acknowledged, and ſeal- 


ed with the initiating token of m covenant, as 
_— as nn ö 


10 my 6th TOTO M. 8. objects; Tj r 
I ſhould have firſt told my readers that Zaccheus 


© was a married man, and then proved it,” and 
the like of Lydia, P. 35. 
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- conſider me as reſpondent, and himſelf as opponent. 
And then the labouring oar would lie upon him 
to prove, that neither Zarccheus, nor Lydia, were 
married; or if they were, they had no children. 
But he knew that but few of his admwers under- 
ſtood the art of thinking, and much leſs the art 
of reaſoning and ranging their thoughts in words; 
and therefore mere noiſe without any ſubſtance, 
would ſerve his purpoſe as well as any thing. 
To ſuppoſe there were no children in their houſes, 
is to take that for granted, which is impoſſible to 
prove. He knows, I hope, that as a far reſpon- 
dent, I might put him to prove even that impoſſi- 
bility, But inſtead of that, I would obſerve, it 
is certain that a man's or woman's houſhold, Ge. 
all along in the 0% Teftament, ſignify the whole 
family, which includes all the children of the fa. 
mily. And there is no room to doubt, but when 
Zaccbeus began his praiſes to God, and Lydia had 
her heart opened to receive the Lord, they took 
up the reſolution of Dauid reſpecting the adult, 
vis, If they would not give in their names to 
Chriſt, they ſhould nat dwell in their houſe, nor 
 Zarry in their ſight; i. e. they would reject them 
from the number of their family. And as to the 
infants of their houſe, they were baptized in the 
right of their believing parents. As it was a well 
known cuſtom among the Jews, to admit proſe- 
lytes into the church of Jrael by baptizing them 
and their whole families, incluſive of their infants, 
there is a plain reference to this cuſtom, where it 
zs ſaid Zaccheus and his houſe, Lydia and her hou- 
mold, and the Jailor and all his were baptized. 
And it is remarkable, that in the Als of the A. 


ed, 


Hee 
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| feed, and the application of the new teſtament ſeal 
of it to children, as well as to grown. perſons, is 
ſtrongly intimated, firſt with reſpect to the convert - 
ed Zeros, afterwards to ett. of the gate, and 
again to ſbe idolatrous Gentiles, *.. I am not con- 
cerned, however, in the preſent controverſy, whee 
ther Zatcheus. or Lydia were married: ; or whether 
they had children, the offspring of their own bo- 
dies, It is enough that they had families. inelu- 
ding children, that were werke members of 
the viſible church, and included in that eovenant 
which ſays © I will be.a God to thee, and to thy 
“ ſeed.” They had houſholds that were baptized 
on the foot of the Abrahamick covenant. Some, 
no doubt, were grown up, and inſtructed in the 
knowledge of God, and: of this covenant, in order 
to have the token of it applied io them: but there 
is no more room to doubt but thete were children 
that were baptized in thoſe: houſhelds than that 
there were children in Mrabam's houſhold that 
were circumciſed. Will any ſay, after Mr. S. that 
none were baptized but ſuch as heard the word and 
rejoiced in God ? An. The adult in Abrabam a 
houſe were inſtructed before they were cireumei- 
fed : and if Zaccheus, Lydia and others, had adult 
perſons, as probably they had in their houſes, no 
doubt they were, ſome way or other, inſtructed 
before: they were. baptized, But for any to ſay that 
there were no children baptized in the —— of the 
heads of thoſe families, is really to affirm a thing a- 
gainſt the general tenor of the Seripture, which in- 
cludes children in houſholds.— Vou will, perhaps, 
Nr en the WW 44 6 i at | oo in 
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God, as you ſuppoſe appears from Alls xvi. 34. 
But it you underſtand the Greek no better than the 


ſmatterer Mr. S. repeatedly tells you of, you will 


eaſily. ſee that there is no proof of all believing and 


rejoreing who. were baptized, Greek; Egalliaſa- 


fo panoiki pepiſteuloos to Theo, Engliſh; He be- 
Keving in God rejciced all over his houſe. It has no 
reference to the faith or joy of his family; but his 
only, And therefore Mr. S. has brought nothing 
from the Scripture, of m ts _ wy * 
ee | : | 


What he an ( * 39. 50 upon Aa. ii. 20. 


2 perwerfieg of the plain ſenſe of the text. Fore 1 


there tells his hearers, that if they repented and were 
baptized, they might receive the pardon of their 


fins, and warrantably hope for that bleſſing: yea, 


he tells them they ought to put in for it, as ever 


they deſired their own, or their children's happi- 
neſs: for the promiſe (Gen. xvii. oy ) and par- 
* ticularly the 1 — Jai. xliv. 


“ runs, #0 you and your children,” | The bleſſing 


of the Arabamicl covenant is to, come upon the 
Gentiles, as well as the Jews, under this new diſ—- 
nſation of the covenant, tho? at preſent they (tbe 


Jews) are cut off: yea, it is to come upon all that 


God ſhall call unto the faith and fellowſhip of the 
goſpel: the ſame promiſe is to them and their 
- children, to be fulfilled in its proper ſeaſon. The 


fame promiſes that were unto the Jews are as ef- 


fectual for any of the Gentiles. The promiſe ſpo- 


ken of looks to the covenant made with Abrabam, 


and afterwards renewed thro the ancient diſpenſati- 


on of the covenant, to —— and his ſeed. er it 


Ch. 59,21. 
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345 covenant, is ſo far from repealing the promiſe, 
the that it takes effect among believing Gentiles as well 4 
will as Jews, And it is a thing incredible, that when | 
and Gentiles are incorporated into the ſame church 1 
204 with the Jeus which were not broken off from 1 
be- the church, the Jeuiſb members ſhould have a = 
no right for their children, and the Gentile members ö 
his ee imo! E501 T7 ni 1 
ing 530. 0% R500 JW | ail!!! roared | 'q @ 
laſt Before I diſmiſs what Mr. S. has ſaid upon the = 
| text but juſt explained, I defire the ſerious reader 1 


to conſider what hone/ty or policy there is in ſaying, 
is to argue that believing parents are to get their BY 
eter | © children baptized becauſe the promiſe is to 
vere them, is no better arguing, than to argue, that 


heir * thoſe who are afar off are to be baptized.” I 
yea, | fay, what poſſible honeſt reaſon can a man have | 


ever. for ſuch blind talk as this is? Does not Mr. S. 
ppi- know ; does not the very letter of the text teach 
par- him and every man, that the promiſe refers to the „ 
21. call? Thoſe whom the Lord calls; tho' they may : > 
ſſing now be afar off; tho' now they may be the poor ar] 
the ſavages in America; yet uben the Lord our God | 
diſ= hall call them, the promiſe is to them and their Y 
(the children: and therefore they and their children 
that will hen have a right to the initiating ſeal of the 
„ .. 3 on 2 8 lll 


The || But to proceed: I have ſubjoined a ſcrap of 
s ef- church hiſtory to the account that is left us in the 
ſpo- | bible, touching the doctrine of infant-baptiſm. 
dam. | And to do Mr. S. juſtice, he has rightly faid Origen 
fati» | was the firſt I mentioned: but he objects, 1. To 
ce it the time of his living, from Mr. Rees, that he 
lame |} flouriſhed! about 230 years after Chriſt, I ſhall * 


wt, 
5 ther, ag nr 


———— — — — ——— — — — — — — —— — — — — 


ant, , | not 
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got diſpute the time with him; but if any os ye: 
wants evidence of that matter, let him ſee it in a 2 
Tal picce. upon daheſe, wrote by the author of | = tee 
a piece apainſt Dr. I bite's Three Letters. His J 
evthotity is doubtleſs equal to what Mr. S. has all 
brought againſt it. 2, He objects that they are oh 
not Origen's on words, but a tranſlation of 
him. *Tis readily acknowledged that in tranſlating | 
Origen's works, ſome things were added to what Wo 
Origen ſaid : but in Mis commentary upon the | 
Romans, wherein he treats of infant - baptiſm, it 18 
allowed that thete are no additions made to his own 
words. And here he ſays, pro bac et ecclefia, &c. 
1. e. For this alſo, the church had an apoſtolick I, 
ö order | to'baptize infants. 855 And this abundantly auth 
3 the baptiſm of infants was the practice of | ue 
His time. But let us mention ſome of ear- * 


Jiuſtin Martyr: he was arrived to thanhood One 

before bis corverſion; and afterwards lived to 
write many things, which recommended him to 
great eſteem, and luffered martyrdom, A. Chriſti, 
166. This muſt needs bring him very near the 
\  apoſtolick age, and not far from the middle of it, 
Now, it is manifeſt that infant-baptiſm was prac= 
tiſed in his day, from two things, vig. 1. From 
© - their giving children the euchariſt. This was fo 
= _ . common a practice in the primitive church, and fo 
=. - well known in hiſtory; that I need bring no autho- 
_— rities to prove it. And infant-baptiſm is evident 
= |  - from thence, becauſe baptiſm always preceeded 
1 | the Lord's ſupper ; none were ever admitted to it, 
but ſuch as were baptized.' 2. From his ſaying 

| that there were then living perſons of 60 or 70 

trad ook —_— _ 


- <4 


* 
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years old, who were made diſciples to Chriſt in 


their lafagey. For ** none could be eonſidered and 


treated as iſciples to Chriſt from their infancy, 
without being from their infaticy baptized :* for 


all his diſeiples, or all that had their names enter= 


ed into his ſchool, were baptized wy his expreſs 
WE, Mart. mei. 19. 


Leneus was frajned ap in chriſtianity foi his 
kfrdicy to the age of a man by Polyearp biſhop of 
Smyrna. And this ſame Polycarp ſuffered mar- 
tyrdom at Smyrna, ſays Euſebeus, about the year 


166. Soon after this, Irenæus, who was a c | 
was created biſhop of Lyons. And accor ing to 


authentick hiſtory he muſt have lived fome years 
before the apoſtle Joby died. This Tenæus com- 
ed many things, in Greek, againſt Herefies, 

he Greek is loſt ; but we have a very ancient Latin 
tranſlation of them. Among other things he ſays, 


Ones enim vent per ſemet ipſum jatvare ; omnes in- 


quam, qui per eum renaſeuntur in deum, 14FANTES 
et par vulos, et pueros et juvenes; i. e. Chriſt came 
*© to ſave all perſons by himſelf all, I fay, who by 


e him are regenerated; or baptized unto God, 


4 IAN Ts and little ones, and bo PA and youths.” 
It is juſtly obſerved from Dr. Va hiſtory of ins 
fart=baptiſm, that the word renaſcor is moſt fami- 
harly uſed to figntfy baptized, and particularly in 

the writings of Iren#vs, And it is well known 
that the word Ivy ANT ES fignifies children before 
they come to the aſe of reaſon, Hence it follows 
that infant-baptiſm was practiſed in his day; and 
there is no room to doubt but he knew the practice 


of the apoſtles in this matter, fince. he lived _ 5 


oy: in 1 $ life-time. 8 
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Again; with little variation from the piece on 


infant-baptiſm, wrote by the author of the an- 
ſwer to Dr. White's Three Letters, I ſhall mention 


Tertullian, who flouriſhed chiefly under the reigns 
of Severus and Antoninus Caracaila, from the year 


194 till towards the year 216. This ſame Tertul. 
lian appears, from many of his writings, to be very 


whimfical, and a man greatly A ecting ſingularity. 
He “ is the only perſon, among the ancients, who 


<«. adviſes to defer the baptiſm of infants, except in 


caſes of neceſſity, or in danger of death.” —-And 


again; he aſks, why does that innocent age 
make ſuch haſte to the remiſſion of Sins? (i. e. 
fo the lauer of baptiſm) What occaſion is-there, 


«© except in caſes of neceſſity, that the ſponſors, or 


« Godfathers, be brought into danger? Now, 


if infant - baptiſm had not been practiſed in thoſe 


days, how ſhould it come into the mind of the 
moſt whimſical perſon in the world to write a- 
ainſt it? His queſtions, and deſire to have it put 


off for a ſeaſon, unleſs in caſes of neceſſity, are e- 
vident proofs of the practice. . 


1 might now offer you the teſtimony of Cy- 
prian, who lived about 150 years after the A- 
poſtles, and has left his teſtimony for the practice 


in his day, (De lapfis, ſection 7.) But as he lived 


in the time of the Synod of 66 Biſhops which I re- 


ferred to in my 6th argument, it may be more 


convincing to give you a brief account of their re- 


Ault, in anſwer to one Fidus, who was alſo a bi- 


ſhop. His ſcruple was, whether, in any caſe, infants 
ſhould be baptized before the 8th day, according 


to the law of circumcifion under the former diſ- 


penſation of the covenant? To which that Synod 
VVV anſwers, 


—U——U 4 .ʒ᷑ e 


2 


" N N T4 
s — we 888 c  » 


\ 


on anſwers, *' Qyantum vero ad cauſam infantium 

am” , © pertinet, &c.— Longe aliud in concilio noſ-' ü 

25 <«: fro omnibus viſum eft ; &c. Ceterum + 

pow % homines impedire aliquid ad conſecutionem gra- 

"Au tiæ poſſet, &c. The ſubſtance of thoſe parts of | 

ule. the reſult referr'd to, is as follows, viz. © As for | 

Ry * the matter of infants, whom you ſaid, were not 

ny. | * to he baptized within the ſecond or third day of | 

vho | their nativity, —it hath appeared to us in cur | | 
#7 * council, quite contrary; no one maintained your - | {3 
And 6 opinion, but we all judged, that the mercy and 5 14 
to ce grace of God was to be denied to no man 


« But if any thing can hinder men from baptiſm, 
ere, 4 it will be heinous fins that will debar the adult 


„e and mature therefrom; and if thoſe who have 
o | © finned extremely againſt God, yet if afterwards 
hoſe ce they believe, and are baptized, and no man is 
the « prohibited from this grace, how much more 
= 0 ought not an infant to be prohibited, who be- 
8 * ing but juſt born, is guilty of no ſin, but of o- 


| riginal, which he contracted in Adem 

&© Wherefore, dearly beloved, it is our opinion, 

that from baptiſm none ought: to be prohi« 

«© bited by us, which as it is to be obſeryed and \ 
A- followed with reſpect to 4; ſo eſpecially win 
ice reſpect to '7fants, and thoſe that are but juſt 

lived ß 


more Hence, tho' Mr. S. can't find a word in all the 
| firſt writers, in favour of infant-baptiſm, it appears 
to a demonſtration, that infant-baptiſm was 
fants the conſtant practice of the church in thoſe times. 
For, Fidus does virtually acknowledge that infant- 
dil baptiſm was practiſed in the church; nor did he 


Synod - BY. . 
5 ſugg eſt the leaſt ſcruple about the ropriet of it 
Werse, 15 _ wy 8 PF „ 1 5 bee | 
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but, as it came in the room of circumciſion, his 
ſcruple was, whether it ſhould be adminiſtred be- 


fore the eighth day. Nor did any one of all that 
Synad make the leaſt queſtion of it, but ſpake of 
it as a thing uni verſallyj practiſed. The decree 


of that Synod, reſpected the ſcruple of Fidus whe- 
ther an infant ſhould be baptized the ſecond or third, 
or whether it ſhould not be deferred till the eighth 


day; and not whether they ſhould be baptized in 


their infancy, © And as this was but about 250 
« years after the apoſtles, there is no room to 
doubt but ſome of thofe biſhops were baptized 
<« juſt after the apꝗſtles days: and, at the time of 


* their baptiſm, many were alive, who knew the 
e apaltles themſelves, and their practice in this 


WWe might quote Clemens Alexandrinus, Greg. 


Nai an, Bafil, Ambroſe, Cbryſeſtom, and a cloud 


of witneſſes, to ſhow that infant-baptiſm has been 


conſtantly praQtiſed from the very beginning of 


_ Chriſtianity : but conſidering Mr. S. has offered 


nothing from the earlieſt writers, that can be of 


any weight with the judicious reader, it is appre- 


hended that ſufficient light has been offered, to 
make it manifeſt, that infant baptiſm was practiſed 


in the church, from the apoſtles to the 3d century, 


about the time Mr. S. without proof, endeavours 


to perſuade his readers it took place. And from 
that time to this it has been practiſed in the church: 
nor was it diſputed, except in ſome few inſtances, 


until the 5th-century. What he fays ( Page 41.) 


from Mr. Stennet concerning a profeſſion of holi- 
| neſs, has been fully anſwered already. We don't 
| Pretend but the adult uſed then, as now, to make a 


wo — ʒ — v— — — —— —  — — — — 


profeſſion 


' 


APPENDIX. 1325 


his profeſlion. of faith before baptiſm. But what of 
be- all that? Will it follow from thence, that the in- 
hat | fants of viſible believers were not baptized ? Or 


2 of | what if two or three inſtances in a hundred years 


res could be found that had ſcrupled infant-baptiſm, 
he» | {which'is not the caſe in the earlieſt ages of chriſ- 
ird, tianity) even that would prove nothing againſt the 
btb practice of the whole chur dcn. 


x to was practiſed by the whole church in the apoſtolick 
ized age; and that it continued, without interruption, 
e of down to the time our learned writer ſays it begun ; 
"the | — That it was practiſed by thoſe that could have 
this no redfonable doubt in their minds how the apoſtles 
| practiſed in their day; And therefore, that the a- 
I poſtles themſelves. had taught and practiſed the 
reg. | fame, and conſequently, that when they ſpake 
loud and wrote of baptizing houſholds, they always in- 
been | cluded: the children of ſuch families. What a 
g of | ſhameful impoſition, therefore, is it upon mankind, 
fered | to aſſert, or ſo much as to inſinuate, as if antiquity 


be of | was againſt infant-baptiſm? If Mr. S. * believes 


ppre- * himſelf,” in ſuch repeated inſinuations, and has 
d, to read the hiſtory of the earlieſt times and practice 
ctiſed of the church, after the apoſtles, never man read 


tury, | Hiſtory to leſs good purpoſe, as every one may ſee, 


yours | who will take due pains to examine ancient prac- 


from | tice; And it will be no more than a well grounded 


ch : confidence that I now affirm, from the days of 
inces, John the baptiſt, unto this very time, the church 
41.) | of Chriſt has been poſſeſs' d of this great privilege 
boli» | witbout interruption, tho? ſhe has often been aſſault- 
don't | ed by the adverſaries of the truth. If this affir- 
akea | mation is not juſt, let Mr. S. in his next, vouchfate 
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do ſhow his readers when-4 it was not an 1 or 
| the church. | 


1 


I ſee nothing further," exicept ian airs and | 


vain repetitions.; but what I have ſufficiently noti- 
ced till he comes to remark upon what 1 offered 
from Rom. iv. 11. Upon which he tells me, it is time 
for me to learn that neither circumciſion, nor bap- 
tiſm, isany where in Scripture called a ſeal of the 
covenant, '&c. Circumciſion © as a ſeal to A- 


44 


A, As „ Mr. 8. W wht eriticifir 108 upon 
words; ſo he ſeems diſpoſed to go on. No doubt 
he expected to gain great advantages from my ig 
norance and his eminent ſkill in the languages. 
Nor is he alone in denying baptiſm to be a ſeal of 


the covenant of grace. Bellarmine, and the whole 
crowd of his papſtical followers have ſaid the fame 
But let us conſider whether the 


before him,— 
Papiſts muſt not fall in this matter, 2 aer . 


: 9. Rope 1 in to N cn ar 


Perhipe theſs great men ionifo ni the ſeal of he 


Spirit, and the ſeal of the covenant of grace; or, 
at leaſt, conſider them of equal extent, when they 
deny baptiſm to be a ſeal. But if they deny it from 


thence, to ſay the moſt favourably ft them, they are 
under an 'unhappy miſtake: for, the ſeal of the 


covenant is a privilege of the viſible church; but 
the ſeal of the Spirit is a privilege of the inviſible 


church. Theaſeal of the covenant belongs to the 
whole houſe, in which there are veſſels of honour - 


— —ñ—äb——j — — 


and diſhonour but che ſeal N the * is Fon 
0 ony 


825 braham : oa not to his TE + om Ay 


infallible ; but the ſeal of the covenant is condi- 


they know not that God the Father hath ſealed 


and read 1 Cor. ix. 2. Rom. xv. 28. Joln vi. 27. 
VV S 
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only to ſuch as are marked out by God to the day of 
redemption. The ſeal of the Spirit is abſolute and 


tional. 
l am ſenſible that the Antinomians join with the 
Bellarmi nean Papiſts, in ſaying there is no conditi- 
onal ſeal of grace. But if it be ſo, how can Mr. 

S. or any of his brethren, adminiſter either baptiſm, 

or the Lord's ſupper, to any of their people, whom | 


by his Spirit, or will ever ſave. from fin and wrath? * 
Or will Mr. S. ſay, that he, or any other man, or 
a whole congregation, or the elders. of a church, 
can determine, who it is that God has ſealed and 
will ſave? Whatever he may ſuper/titioufly ina- 
gine, in his heart, he will not venture to ſay, that he 
does not adminiſter ſacraments conditionaly, as 
the privilege -of the vifible church, belonging to 
thoſe that make a viſible profefſion, whom he 
knows not that God has juſtified or will ever ſave. 


. But is it not poſſible that Mr. S. ſhould ſlip in- 
to this error, from taking every thing upon truſt, 
that his friend Bellarmine has wtitten upon the 

oint? If it be fo, it is time for him to learn“ 
better; and therefore I will tell him, that both 
the Hebrew and Greek, rendered in Engliſb a SEAL, 


ſignifies a fign whereby a. thing is confirmed. And 
TO SEAL, is to fign with ſome mark, whereby ſome © | \. 
things or perſons may be. known from others. If 10 


Mr. S. ſcruples this account, he may take his He- E E 
brew Bible, and examine Ezra ix. 38. Chap. x. 1. ed 
er. xxxii. 10— 14, 44. and his Greek Teſtament, 


APPENDIX. 
If he is acquainted with theſe langua⸗ 
ges, and eſpecially if he is a maſter of them, and 


examines impartially, perhaps he will find and 
confeſs, that I have given him as good an account 
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as he might reaſonably be 0 of © a ſmatterer.“ 
an will he yet ſay, that a ſeal always ſuppo- 
ſes that the thing fealed is fulfilled ? If fo, 1 afk 
bim, what is meant by obligations under hand 
and ſeal ? What are we to underſtand by the con- 
dition of an obligation i a bond, unleſs the con- 
dition is doubtful : He may alſo confider, whe- 
© ther the ſeal of cireumciſton was hot only for the 
confirmation of God's promiſes unto Ara bam and 


his ſeed, but of their obligations to be the Lord's, 


as well as to aſſure him of * a e of the 
. prerranc et of faith — 


But, it Rems, Mr. 8. 98 ang out as cir= 
cumciſion was 4 4 ſeal 10 „ but not to his 
| fofterity——Herein alſo he follows after Bellar- 
mine. But this popiſb ſhift will not ſtand the teſt 4 
for, Paul brings in circumciſion to be @ ſeal of 
the righteouſne/s of faith} as a proof” of Juſtificati- 
on by faith alone, pa ned could be no evidence af 
all, if it had been r to Arabam, and not to 
others. And beſides ; what ſhall we ſay of Moſes; 
who refers denne to the covenant, Gen. xvii. 

If cireumciſion was a ſeal to Abraham, and not 
to his ſeed," then the covenant was with Abrabam, 
and not with his ſeed, which contradias what 
Moſes has exprefsly tan oht us. And let Bellarmint's 
followers confider Mow they 
ſelves in. Particularly ; if circumcifion was a ſeal 

t Abraham We? 


4 wo — — — — _— — — e ee eee 2 
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* 1 the covenant N all bet: dds teſta⸗ 
ment believers eſentialiy differs, the one from the 
Abraham and new teſtament believers may 


poſſibly be under one covenant ; but old teſtament 
believers muſt, according to this ſeheme, be un- 

der another covenant eſſentially differing therefrom, 
and conſequently there muſt be, at leaſt, two co- 
venants of Tae T1 a circumciſion was a 


mited the. — to py 9h . and not * 
extended it to all that followed him, even all that 
came out of E gt. According to Mr. S. Za- 
charias ſhould have ſaid that the fathers, who 
e were under the cloud, and paſſed thro' the ſea, 
te had not the ſame promiſe that Abrabam had 2 
and that God did not remember his holy cov·- 
©. nant, nor the oath. he {wore unto Abrabam. 
. according to them Ara bam and all 
Chtiſtians are in Chriſt; but alk other believers are 
under the law, without Chriſt and without hope: 
even Moſes himſelf muſt be ſadly miſtaken, when 
he put the greateſt evils attending religion, and the 
greateſt worldly ' proſperity, in the balances, and 
then concluded that the heavieſt contempt and 
perſecution. which the Iſraelites ſuffered, and he 
was liable to ſuffer, were preferable to the greats 
eſt emoluments of a fruitful land, and a ſplendid _ 
Egyptian court. Further; it will follow from 

this wonderful plan, that Abrabam and Chriſtians 
have the kingdom of God and ſhall be-ſaved ; but 

Ins wo of the. Jews, Poor, ſouls, had nothing bets 


as * by _ date 
* 
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ter than the land of Canaan for theit portion. | 


Such as theſe, and ſome other, were the abſurdi- 
ties which Bollarmine plunged himſelf into; and 
Mr. S. zealouſly following after him, ſeems will- 
ing to ſay almoſt any thing, rather than confeſs 
Mr. S. P. 456. undertakes to prove by command 
or example, that women have a right to the Lord's 
ſupper. To this end he adduces AFs i. 13, 14. 
Chap. ii. 41-47. Chap. v. 9, 14. Now, altho' 
we make no doubt but women may have a right 
to the Lord's ſupper; yet Tam ſure he has brought 
neither expreſs command nor example to prove it. 
The utmoſt that can be proved, reſpecting wo- 
men, from the frft quotation, is, that the diſci- 
ples continued in prayer together, in the preſence 
of ſome women. — And as to the ſecond; it is not 
certain from the letter of the text, that one ſingle 
woman was of the number of Peter's converts. 
And although both ſexes are mentioned in the 14% 
text referred to, there is not à word about the 
Lord's ſupper. To what purpoſe then, does Mr. 
S. amuſe people with a pretence of having brought 
an expreſs command or example, to prove that 
women ſhould, or did, receive the Lord's fupper ? 
Though we fairly argue their right, by way of 
conſequence, yet he has brought no proof of their 
right, either from precept or example, nor any 
thing tending thereto.—And he is as lame in his 
proof of the change of the Sabbath, from the e- 
venth to the firſt day of the week. Indeed, were 
I to read a perfect ſtranger upon the change o 
the Sabbath, that ſpake ſo 1ndrferently about it, I 
ſhould think he did not hold the morality of the 
SCSFTFEVC 
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a day, in a week, for ſome religious duties, And 
in as much as we find the Apoſtles ſometimes met 


on the firſt day of the week, and it is uſual for 


Chriſtians to do ſo now-a-days, it is well to meet 


on that day. Truly, if my proof of infant- 


baptiſm was no better than this, I ſnould think it 
high time to drop it. 


P. 47. Mr. S. tells his readers, that I have told 
them of three covenants of grace; one with Je- 
ſus Chtiſt,. one with Abrabam, and one with Eve. 
And if by Noah's I mean a covenant of grace, 
then, he ſays, I have told of four. And then, 
once more, tells his devoted readers, that they may 
eafily ſee what confuſed notions I haye of the co- 
venant. He does not ſay that I make out a ft 


' covenant, to take in thoſe Eſauites, who have de- 


ſpiſed their birth- right. 


Nor am I ſo profuſe of charity as to think he 
believes himſelf, when he ſays I have told the 


world of three covenants of grace. But the ſtraits 
he was brought into, together with his ſhuffles, 


and the light he has received from Jeſuits, he has 
left for the amuſement of his readers. If his evi- 
dence was as full and clear as his confidence, I 


could not ſtand before him: and if his confidence 
had been as little and low as his evidence, he 


would never have expoſed himſelf to the contempt 
of intelligent readers. What if I had reckon- 


ed up Mofes and all the prophets, beſides the ma- 
ny thouſands of believers under the ancient diſ- 
penſation of the covenant? No doubt, accord- 
0 ing 
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fourth command; but that it is a good thing for 
_ Chriſtians to meet together ſome day, or part of 
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will be caſt out at laſt. Many have been caſt out, 
as Cain and Iſhmael were; and many others caſt 
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ing to the method in which he has begun, ohe 


Would have entertained his readers with confident- 


ly aſſerting, that I had told of ſo many covenants 
of grace. I am not convinced by ridicule, that 


calling Eve the mother of all living, not ſo much 


becauſe all mankind deſcended from her, as be- 
cauſe ſhe'was a covenant mother, as Abraham Was 
the covenant father of us all, was a blunder. Nor 
is the thought derived from Nome, but agrees with 
the moſt renowned Proteſtants, as any one that 
is able may ſee in Synop. Crit. Po. on Gen. iii. 20. 
Non dubium eſt, quin ad promiſſum ſemen reſpexit, 


ides dyn vocat, q. d. viviſcatricem, quod mortu- 


um genus bominum per ipſius partum vivificandum 


Foret. As Eve was the caufe of death to all that 


live, ſo ſhe, as well as Abraham and David, was 
the root of Hi, who is the author of life,” and 


of all thoſe bleflings of the covenant. of grace, 


both to herſelf, and to all her poſterity, that they 
do or ſhall enjoy. Many are included in this co- 
venant, becauſe they are vi/Sbly in Chriſt, who 


themſelves out, by profanely renouncing the co- 
venant they were taken into with their parents. 
*Tis true, Mr, S. tells his readers, again and again, 


that if all were taken into covenant, all would be 
ſaved; 7, e. 


to heaven: but this abſurdity has 


been made manifeſt already. And therefore, When 


he ſays, ſo that we ſee the covenant of grace 
* which was revealed to Adam, Abraham, &c. 
did not include their children,” it is well he did 


not add, that we ſee this by ſcripture light ; tor, 


according to the light ſhining in the Holy Scrip- 
dures, no . Being 8 can ſee but 225 chown of 
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he believers are included with do: hw in the 
ent- covenant. of e | 
ants | 
that P. 48. Mr. Fj 1 me . hing 45 cove- 
uch mantis: the foundation of ordinances ; and gives this 
be- for a reaſon of his oppoſition, vg. It is God's 
was % command which gives being to them.“ But 
Nor allowing it is the command that gives being to 
vith them, what will he gain by it? We have granted 
that that, had there been no inſtitution, it would have 
20. been preſumption to have figned. the cove- 
x1, nant with the ſeal of circumciſion under the for- 
riu- mer, or with that of baptiſm under the preſent 
dum | diſpenſation. - But what is that to his purpoſe? 
that Mas the covenant the foundation of the inſtitution, 
was or was it not? If it was, then the covenant is the 
and foundation and reaſon of the command. But if he 
ace, | will fay it was not, then let him deal with Moſes 
they | for telling us that the covenant is the reaſon or 
; CO- foundation of the inſtitution,: Gen. xvü. 9, 10. 
who. : Abrabam was in covenant many years before God 
out, inſtituted the ſign of circumciſion as a ſeal of the 
caft ' covenant ; but when he ordained that ſeal to be 
co- put to it, it had reſpect to the covenant as the rea- 
ents. fon or foundation of it. And when the initiating 
gain, | ſeal of the covenant was changed from circumciſi- 
d be | on to baptiſm, this was by a. divine command; 
has | and as the inſtitution of circumciſion had en 
then | to the covenant; ſo the preſent inſtitution of baſs 
race | tiſm ! is founded on ne covenant. 112 
> did | - 1 8. rde times ere me as 8 | 
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for, | with a bitter ſpirit, and ſevere reflections upon the 
crip- | Anabaptifts in my application, —I am williog that 
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| becher his b does not ariſe nm my plain 
dealing being contrary to his intereſt.— If I ſhould 
attempt to make any alteration in my way of wri- 
, and ſtill wrote faithfully, I am jealous he 
will ſay that 1 am yet more vile, and villify me the 
more for well-doing.. }f the reader is heartily 
deſirous to lay aſide all prejudices, and go into fe- 


rious and impartial enquiries into the will of God, 


| aer the grand doctrine I have defended, and 
_ ap ion I have made, there is cebſem to 
5 will have that divine aſſiſtance, which 

wil It enable him to judge right, both of my argu- 
ments, and my defence; ny alſo, of that aſſu- 
and captious ſpirit, which is written as with 
fu f in Mr. S's performance. 1 readily grant 
that, in compliance with, So/omon's advice, I have 
uſed a little ſeverity in this appendix, leſt tame- 
neſs ſhould encourage arrogance, and he ſhould 
think © mere noiſe without ſubſtance,” was real- 

ly unanſwerable ; or leaſt he ſhould think pretences 
to pity might ſerve as a ſufficient _ to _ evil 


7 17 


I ſhould now clots my appendix, wut that Mr. 
S. attacks me for a marginal note, which was in 


Int edition. And 1. He ſeems loth to have the 


ſect repreſented as re-baptizers; and fays they don't. 
hold to it.——lIf they don't hold to it, I am forry 


5 praQtiſe it, and make a ſcbiſm in the body of 
Chriſt thereby. But this is a flagrant truth, that 


they ſo fence, limit, guard and reſtrain their com- 
munion, and require thoſe conditions of all whom 
they admit, that men muſt put out their eyes, or 
fin againſt their conſcience, or not be admitted to 


their communion, - The only. hindrance that ob- 
CV „„ NENT - 


— — 


SY 


Pol. 


1 -AVEENDEL., i 


Id ſtructs the freedom of external communion is whol- 
_— ly owing to themſelves. They deſpiſe and ſet af 
= naug ht chriſtian churches, merely on account of a 
i | particalar mode of baptiſm, which they have not 
5 yet proved Ft to dhe 158 0 of r E 5 
d, | NANCE, x e | 
- Mr. 8. ene to prove it ford the weed ads 
*Y tixo; and tells us that Scapula renders'baptizo,: 
2 mergo, ſeu immergo, uf que tingendi, aut abluendi 
= 4 gratia aq immorgimus, to dip or plunge, Sec. 
1 Or mergo, ſubmergo, obrus agua, to plunge, plunge 
un under; overwhelm in water. Very good: but why 
2 has he kept back a part of what Scapula has faid ? 
3 Is it to hide the truth from thoſe that can't exa- 
12 mine that Greek Lexicon } Whatever his motive 
al was, he takes only what he thought would ſerve 
8 his turn, and leaves the reſt, Scapula expreſsly adds, 
item abluo, Lavo, which, if he does not know, 
nat _ doubtleſs his voucher knows muſt ſignify, to waſh 
off, put off, waſh one's ſelf or another perfon,— 
b - and: Sehrevelius, as he allows, renders the word 
BE bapti xo, by /avo, as mw as een to N as 5 
red 5 e e 
on And as great (rh who il ede an Greek, as "wy 


ge ther of the former, ſay the fame, and more. Van 
8 Maſtricbt ſays baptifma ſigniies htionem, ablutio- 


- nen, five aſper ane, five immer/ione; i. e. waſſi ing, 8 1 
1 ablution, whether by aſperſon, or by immerſion. _ "He 
- Pol. Synop. Crit. on Mark vii 4. fays bapti E | on 
to | aut, non ſemper tinftionem, aut immer fionem, ſed 1 
A; interdum lotionem tantum, vel etiam afperfionem, 1 
Qs denotatat. i. e. the Greek word'baptiſmous, does RY 


not c always denote dipping, 2 8 or immerſion, 


— — 
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And again; vel aquæ affufione, vel immerſione i. e. 


Adem eſt ac enipſato tas kiras, Luke xi. 38. i. e. it 


wWaſhing the hands. 5ymſon, a very learned 
Texicbograpber, ſays, baptizo is taken for any kind 


pPeoorteth no more than ablution, or waſping.—Nor 


7 that the queſtion is not What kind of baptiſm, or 
. Jufferings Chriſt bad to go through; but what 
i baptiſm or. ſufferings he endured before his laſt 


ſpit upon, bruiſed, beaten, &c. Now, theſe and 


ging, without offering violence to the plain literal 


Taking the familiar ſenſe of the words, every 


t elites were ſprinkled here and there, with drops 
« of water from the Sea, as they paſſed along, and 


fignified. And fo, it muſt refer to the 


vidently 
- ſprinkling, and not by im- 


adminiſtration by 


ed in the ſea, were baptized by the waters co- 


wo cz 
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but ſometimes waſhing only, or even aſperfiott} 
buy effuſion, or immerſion. Grotius ſays, ebaptiſibe 
zs the ſame in ſignification with the Greek uſed for 
of wWaſhing, finfing, or cleanſing, even where there 
is 10 dipping at all; and adds, that baptiſm im- 
can the word fignify more, in many. ſcriptures. 
Let us attend to one or two. See Matt. xx. 22. 


Can you bear to be baptized with the baptiſm tbat 
Jam baptiaed with? Here it ought to be obſerved, 


hour. And we all may know that he was mocked, 
ſuoh like places can by no means repreſent plun- 


loenſe of them. So that 1 Cor. x. 2. Aull were all ap- 
: riaed unto; Moſes in the cloud, and in the "ſea, 


man would be ready to ſuppoſe, *©* that the 1/ra- 


from the cloud that was ſpread over them.“ | 
By which, ſays Dr. Guiſe. from a learned commen- 
tator, the ſacrament of baptiſm might be more e- 


merſion; ſince the Egyptians, that were drown- 


N vering them, rather than the Vraelites, that 
| %% ͤ ͤ ͤ I eo 
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went on n dry land, and could be no other way =_ 
; waſhed, than Mun drops that might fall from "WW 
0 the cloud and the daſhing of the waves.“ MM 
* | Hence it appears that 5ap772o does not make im- = 
* | merfion effential to the being of chriſtian Nein b +" 
* | becauſe, according to great and learned chriſtian — 
| writers, it does fignify ablution, aſperſion and 7, 
| waſhing, where there is no Gippiog at all, as well _ 
\ _ ' rmimerſon, 45 i  Þ, gt FO: 15 5 "2 5 1 
RE; A448 x FRF 4 — 
15 1 beg the Wader patience, an; x wrn valide „5 Y Z 
F | once. more, to meet my antagoniſt in his earned WE. 
8 criticiſm, upon the word autou. He tells us, it is _— 
". a pronoun relative, and that its antecedent, in Ads 1 
i Xvi. 33. is the jailor in perſon and not in ation, 1 
5 The Oreck Rand; thus, Kai ebaptiſthe autos, hat 


or autou pantes parachrema, Beza renders it, 

& et baptizatus et ipſe, et omnes domeſtic! illins 

* Ilico; i. e. he himſelf was immediately baptized 

4 and all his domeſticks. Monlanus renders it, et 1 
baptizatus t ipſe, et omnis domus ejus continuo; i. e. 155 

* | he was baptized, and all his houſe forthwith. EET. 

1 | adviſe Mr. S. to get the help of ſome of his bre- 

thren, better acquainted with relatives and antece- 

dents than himſelf, before he writes again, even 

J | tho? it ſhould be againſt a ſmatterer, leſt the un- 

learned reader ſhould be amuſed with « 40 mere 

Fe noiſe without" ſubſtance.” ; | aps 


94 * 


, evident that Chriſt was baptized of Jobn. in the, 
river Jordan? and quotes Mar. i. g. Auſ. No: 


8 
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„ | | 

E But to proceed: Mr. 8. aſks EN * it is nat 
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al it is not evident; for ers ton Jordanen, may as 


f properly be rendered af Jordan, becauſe the pre- ES 
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in. And ſo the prepoſition apa, Malt. iii. 16. 
might as well be rendered fem, as gut f, the water. 
And it would not make ſenſe to render it, out /, 
in many places; particularly Matt. i. 17. Ch. 18. 
8, 9. Heb. v. 7. and elſewhere, Hence, no- 
thing can be certainly determined from theſe pre- 
1 as to immerſion being eſſential to bap- 


Neither dare Mr. S. venture it here; but runs 

to the uſage of the church at the beginning of 
cChriſtianity. To this end he brings a, cloud of 
witneſſes, and ſays, (P. 53.) they “ all give in that 
te immerſion was the primitive mode of baptiſm.” 
By this, I ſuppoſe, he would have his readers be- 
lieve that all theſe authors witneſs that immerſion 
was uni verſally practiſed in the beginning of chriſ- 
tianity. Therefore I deſire the reader to obſerve, 
1. Nothing that he has adduced from them 
makes it appear that the practice was. uni ver al. 
or that they thought it was ſo; the utmoſt that 
can be gathered from thenee, is, that, in thoſe hot 
countries, they did ſometimes baptize by immer- 


ion; or that it was not uncommon to adminiſter 


in that way. But, 2. It is certain that Mr. Bury 
Eitt (one of his witneſſes) never meant to ſuggeſt 
that it was an univerſal practice; for he expreſsly 
ſays upon As ii. 41. We need not enquire, 
„ whether the apoſtles did it by dipping or ſprink- 
ing both being lawful ; but this may be faid, 
© it is hard to gueſs how ſuch a quantity of water 
be could be brought to the place, as might ſerve 
for the decent dipping of 3090 perſons in ſo ſhort 
_.* a time. And, upon fuppoſition that the water 
© Was nat brought to. them, but they went down 
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* condition, partly by 
e partly by his extraordinary faſting ; it was no 
*. ways probable that Ananias ſhould carry him 


*tiee, 
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en to that; baptizing ſo many by dipping, would 
_ & have fequired a week rather than a day to diſ- 


* patch it in. And again, upon Ads xvi. 3 3. 
he obſerves, * how improbable it is that the jai- 


lor and his houſhold were baptized by dipping. 


& St. Paul, who was newly wathed, and 
& his ſores dreſſed, occafioned by ſtripes, cannot 


_ © be ſuppoſed either to go out himſelf, or carry the 


% jatlor and his family, in the dead of the night, 


* to a river or pond to baptize them; neither is it 
jn the leaſt probable; that St. Paul himſelf was 


e baptized by dipping : ſee A ix. r8, ry, The 


context may convince us, that he was baptized 


© in his lodgings, being fick and weak, ha- 
© ving faſted three days, and being in a very low 
his miraculous vifion, and 


* out to a river in that condition, to plunge hin 


* in cold water. Dipping then, ſurely, cannot be. 
e ſo eſſential unto baptiſm, as for want of it, to 
_* pronounce all the reformed churches through- 
c gut the world; to be null and void, as ſome a- 


© mong us do; and it may as well be ſuppoſed 
<© that the other witneſſes did not mean that dips 


ping was univerſal,””-—=—From whence the rea- 


der may eaſily ſee that authors may ſuppoſe it was 


not very unuſual to dip in baptizing, when they 


are far from ſuggeſting that it was an uni verſal prac- 


—— — — 


word 1 nor from tlie 3 eis or aw 
nor from primitive practice, that immerſion is ef- | 
ſential to chriſtian baptiſm. Conſequently it is 20 1 2M 
Tforicus, that thoſe are guilty of ſchiſm, who pro- 
nounce the baptiſm of the reformed churches no 9 
chriſtian baptiſm, merely becauſe they do not 3 
_ . practiſe immerſion.  - What ſhall be faid then, f * 
1 _ thoſc who profeſs to be well acquainted with the 8 
o»reiginal text, and with the ancient modes of admi- | 
e gnmnaiſttration, who inſinuate into the minds of the - 3 
RE erate that our baptiſm is no no chriſtian bap- 1 
gw  tiſm; and ſo perſuade many to renounce it as a 
_ mere nullity ? Where ſhall we find the leaſt rea- 
44 ſon to hope they are not ſeeking themſelves, and "ea 
driving on a party. deſign - againſt Chriſt and his '- 2a 
dear cauſe ? Is ſetting up an uninſtituted mode,, 
as eſſential to the being of an ordinance, the war- 
=. to promote the common cauſe of chriſtianity? Or . 
_ z it not rather, to take off peoples minds from the | * 
1 1 moſt concerning matters, and ſet dan to contend cc. 
—_  —- 15 that which has nothing in it? e 
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. a cloſe of the argument coimrrning the ſin⸗ 25 
fulneſs of perſons renouncing their lawful baptiſmm © ©. 

* - ſuffer me to addreſs thoſe who: have lately ſubmit- 7 "C0; 
ted to be re- baptized, eſpecially in the adjacent 26; 
towns. My addreſs ſhall be nearly in the words of | *© 
a very . woithy clergyman of the epiſcopal church, 
upon the like occaſion. ——< Allow me then, in! 

© the name of my GR RAT Masr ER, and for the 

e hondur of his holy inſtitutions, which have been 
die ſhamefully proſtituted by ſome of you lately in. | * 
4 e this neighbourhood, to expoſtulate the caſe with | © 
e you. I beſeech you ſeriouſly to conſider, both . 
- Bs fin committed, * God, and the ſcan- ; 
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— ES given to IE men. ©; e your | 


40 Tee baptiſm, you have renounced your firſt 
« dedication to God, and your former covenant © - 
4 relation to his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Vou have diſ- 


« own'd: that you ever were the vi/ble members 
6 of his body: you have profaned a ſolemn ordi- 
*© nance of God, and taken his holy Name in vain, 


e You have ed all the proteſtant church- 


te es throughout the world, who e this 1 5 
he tice of h as an abomination.” 


| 5 


| 3 1 beſceoli you, Goo Gramefally you oh 

are fallen, and bring forth fruits meet for - Sang | 
tan Why have you precipitated yourſelves 

into this evil ? The 
e niſtering baptiſm is not poſitively determined 
„ in the Scriptures: 
ther from the ſignification of the word, or from 
the ſignificancy of the ceremony, or from the 


particular mode of admi- 


it cannot be aſcertained, ei- 


© command of Chriſt. Not from the ſignificati- 


on of the original word, for that ſignifies: u- 
ion, and aſpenſion, as well as immerſion. Not 


** from the ſignificancy of the ceremony, for pour- 


<Q ing water on the perſon baptized, is as ſigniſi- 
60 cative of pouring out the blood of Chriſt, and 
c pouring forth of the Spirit upon a Chriſtian, as 


* 


Nor do we find any com- 


dipping can be.“ 


mand from Chriſt to make it appear that any 
particular mode of adminiſtration, diſtinguiſh- 

© ed from all other modes of adminiftration, is 

_ © eflential to baptiſm, 


We are required to bap- 
« tize with water, in the name of the Father, 3 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : but 


W + find no command, either for the meaſure 
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LE . reinony,” or from the command of Chriſt? Do 


© ad quantity of the water, or for the naue 
. of applying the water in baptifin,”* / 
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Stifider; 'T beſcech you, what has been the | 
Leſt T ring caufe of your ling” into this g 
etror? Was it intereſt, to ſuve your money; ot 
Was it ſtrong prejudices againſt your miniſter; or 
was it wild enthufaſm, as was evidently the caſs 
- in 3 5 Let what will be che cauſe, is it 
that an uncommon degree of zedl 
ſhould be Manifeſtec about a mode of adminiſtra- 
tion, eſpecially, ſince nothing ean poſſibly be aſ- 
certained as to à particular mode, either . the 
Word Baptize, or from the fgnification of the ce- 


Lage 
* 


vou begin to fay, as one lately fad, be dit of 
' damned? * Is all true religion pie 2 Go _— 
on be gone, unleſs: you renounce all chriſtian 
churches for the fake of a mode, which no man li- 
ving ean prove effential to the being of chriftiait 
baptiſm ? O take heed how you ſet up a partieus . 
lar mode of an inſtitution at” your own” pleaſure, 
Phen it is in its own natute iifferent, If any 


* 


8 to you, tbe" Lord ſaith that inirnerfion 
vanity, _ 2 ex ben, 
r 


z eſſential, they have holen vam 
Leer yourſelves vain in believing 


——— 455 
be geal of fuck a tencher agrees wick the nab | 
he Low:Countaiss, 4, D. 1555. Who pretended to be the . 
y true,church, and declared that ſalvation could not he ho- 
Lr out of eber caĩtn. Sce Brabazt's Hiſt; vol. 1. 
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